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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes: 10 January 2017 Time 7.30pm. 

 
PRESENT 
Cllr H Howell (Town Mayor) (Chair), Cllr L Wilkes, Cllr N Beck, Cllr D Hughes,  
Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr R Levell. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Ms Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk (Minutes) 
Mrs Emma Williams, Assistant to the Clerk. 
 
 

452.16 To Receive Apologies For Absence. 
Apologies were received from Cllr S Hughes, Cllr Davidson-Jeffs, Cllr R 
Jeffs, Cllr D Jones and Cllr Beattie. 
 
Apologies were also received from District Cllr L Jones and District Cllr 
P Wathen. 

 
453.16 Notification of requests from members of the public to address 

the meeting in compliance with adopted protocol. 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
454.16 Notification of members questions in compliance with the 

council’s standing orders. 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
455.16 Declarations of Interest. 

COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A 
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM 
THEN THEY SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST. MEMBERS WITH A 
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY SHOULD LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM. 
 

Cllrs Howell and D Hughes recorded a personal interest as a 
members of the Planning Management Committee at East 
Northamptonshire Council. The councillors noted that any 
decision would always be made with an open mind and based on 
the evidence presented at each meeting. 

 

456.16 Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held on 13 
December 2016.  
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 December 
2016 be approved as a true record 

 
457.16 District Councillors Report. 

 
NONE RECEIVED 
 

458.16 County Councillors Report.  
 
Cllr Hughes gave his report. 
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He noted that recent claims in the media that the county council was 
insolvent were untrue. However NCC did have a huge number of 
increasing demands on its resources. 
 
NCC were therefore reviewing assets held by the council. Principal 
authorities have been given leave by central government to dispose of 
capital assets and use the proceeds to fund revenue items. 
 
Cllr Hughes also noted that there were currently 1068 children in care, 
which was a substantial call on resources. 
 
He also noted that an expansion in school places was needed simply 
as more and more people were relocating to Northamptonshire. 
 
On a positive note the GCSE results for Northamptonshire were above 
the national average, which was an improvement for the county. 
 
The Mayor thanked Cllr Hughes for his report. 

 
459.16 Town Mayors Announcements. 
 

13th December 2016 attended park infant’s nativity play, the children did an 
awesome job and there wasn’t a dry eye in the room. 

14th December Cllr Beck and I attended St Peters carol nine lessons and carol 
service at St Peters church, the children really brought the spirit of Christmas 
home. 

In the evening I held my Mayors carol service at the Methodist church, thanks 
to all the schools who sent children along and all the parents who attended it 
was a really lovely evening and all enjoyed the service, thanks to Cllr Beck 
and Kate for doing the readings too. 

15th December I attended the Manor school Christmas concert, as usual a 
fantastic night of music and entertainment, well done to all the staff and 
pupils. 

16th December Cllr Wilkes, Cllr Beck and I attended the tenants Christmas 
lunch buffet. 

That evening Cllr Wilkes and I attended the Mayor of Wellingborough’s 
Christmas party at The Hind Hotel in Wellingborough, a great night had by all. 

18th December I attended St Peters church 9 lessons and carols service for 
Christmas. 

20th December I and a few councillors attended the Business drinks reception 
here, attendance was a bit disappointing this year but those who did come 
enjoyed it and were very appreciative especially the new businesses. 

27th December Cllr Beck attended an event in Rushden on my behalf as I was 
away with family. 
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460.16 Grounds Maintenance Consortium-To receive a report on the grounds 
maintenance meeting held in December 2016.  
 
Cllr Tyman presented his report of the grounds maintenance meeting held on 
14th December 2016. Cllr Tyman in particular drew member’s attention to; 
 

a) The amenities supervisor at East Northamptonshire Council (ENC) had 
resigned and arrangements for future supervision of the contract were 
unclear. 

b) The Town Council may wish to consider asking their own contractor to 
manage the shrub beds. 

c) All Consortium members had made savings during the summer 
programme due to work not being completed and not being charged.  

 
Following discussion it was….. 
 
RESOLVED that; 
a) The Clerk will ask ENC for clarification of the arrangements to be 

put in place once the current amenities supervisor leaves at the 
end of January 2017.  

b) The Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee will consider 
the summer contract. 
 

 
461.16 Accounts for payment: To receive the payments lists for November 

2016.  
 
Members considered the accounts for payment as shown below. 
 



331 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



332 

 

 

 
 

 
 
RESOLVED to note the accounts for payment. 
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462.16 Appointment of the Internal Auditor: To confirm the appointment of 
Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils as internal 
auditor to Raunds Town Council as recommended by the Finance 
Committee.  
 
Members considered the report of the clerk as shown in appendix 1.  
Following consideration of the report it was…. 
 
RESOLVED to appoint NCALC as the internal auditor for 2016/17. 
 
 

463.16 Raunds Music Festival: To consider a request for the Music festival to 
be held from Thursday 27th April to Sunday 30th April at Saxon Hall and 
the Market Square. 
 
Members considered the request and were keen to support the music 
festival again in 2017. 
 
Members did feel that due diligence should be followed for all groups 
requesting free use of council facilities. It was felt that in such instances 
groups should be asked to provide 2 years of accounts to demonstrate 
that they have suitable governance procedures in place to manage use 
of public resources and that they do not hold excessive reserves. 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council were happy to support the 
music festival again in 2017. That the music festival should be 
asked to provide a copy of their accounts. 
 

464.16 Raunds Youth Action Group: To consider a request from Raunds 
Youth Action group for the use of Amos Lawrence Playing Field on 15 
July 2017.  
 
Members considered the request for the use of Amos Lawrence on the 
15th July 2017. In discussion it was noted that the change in date could 
affect the programme of events proposed by the Town Council and that 
there was an expectation amongst residents that the carnival would 
take place in September. 
 
RESOLVED that; 
a) Before the Council make a final decision on the use of Amos 

Lawrence Playing Field the Mayor and Town Clerk should meet 
with the carnival committee to better understand the reasons 
for the change in date. 

b) The Carnival Committee should be asked to supply a copy of 
their accounts for the previous 2 years. 

 
 
 

465.16 Highways works: Bus Stops: To receive information from 
Northamptonshire County Council regarding the costs of installing a 
layby as opposed to a kerbside bus stop.  
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Members considered the report of the clerk as shown in appendix 2.  It 
was noted that there was no budget that could be allocated to this 
project. 
 
Following consideration of the report it was…. 
 
RESOLVED to agree for the installation in Brick Kiln Road to 
proceed as proposed by NCC, (as a kerbside stop). Members will 
however monitor how well this stop is working once it is 
operational. 

 

 
466.16 Review of Town Council Projects: To receive an update on various 

Town Council projects.  
 

Members considered the project update as shown in appendix 3 and it 
was… 
 
RESOLVED to note the report. The Environment Leisure and 
Recreation Committee will be asked to consider hanging baskets 
for 2017. A press release should be prepared on the CCTV 
scheme. 
 
 

 
467.16 Planning Matters 

 
a. Planning Applications for consideration: 

 
EN/16/02351/FUL Demolition of existing carport and erection 
of single storey side and front extension, forming porch, new 
store, WC and study at 14 Nichols Way, Raunds NN9 6SB. 
 

RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council has no objections 
 
EN/16/02321/FUL To brick up garage door and insert a upvc 
window, convert garage to dining room at 25 Titty Ho, Raunds 
NN9 6DF. 
 
RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council objects on the 
grounds that this will provide a significant and 
detrimental alteration to the street scene. 
 
 
EN/16/01753/ADV Erection of signage around the site at 
ASDA store, Michael Way, Raunds NN9 6GR. 
 
RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council has no objections 
 
EN/16/02431/VAR Variation of Condition 19 – Plans – 
Pursuant to application 15/02095/FUL Development of 
foodstore with access, service area, car parking, petrol filling 
station and landscaping at ASDA Store, Michael Way, 
Raunds NN9 6GR. 
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RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council has no objections 

 
EN/16/02151/FUL Fit lantern roof to repair existing roof to rear 
of property ensuite shower-toilet room to dormer bedroom to 
rear of property (part retrospective) at 65 Butts Road, Raunds 
NN9 6JG. 
 
RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council is disappointed to 
receive a retrospective application but has no objections 
to the development per se. 
 
EN/16/02244/FUL Rear first floor extension on top of existing 
ground floor and internal alterations at 88 Hill Street, Raunds 
NN9 6NN. 
 
RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council has no objections 
 
 

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 20:42 
 
 
Approved: ....…………..………….......………………...……….….. (Town Mayor) 
 
Meeting date: ......…............ 14th February 2017.........................…….(Council) 
 
 

 
Appendix 1 
 

Summary: 
 
A report to appoint an Internal Auditor for 2016/17: 
 

1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.0 
 
 

Introduction 

Internal auditing is an independent, objective assurance designed to add value and improve a 
Council’s operations. 

The aim of internal auditing is to act as a catalyst for improving an organisation's governance, risk 
management and management controls by providing insight and recommendations based on an 
assessment of an organisation’s transactions, data and business processes.  

The scope of internal auditing is broad and may involve topics such as governance, risk 
management, management controls over the efficiency and effectiveness of operations (including 
safeguarding of assets), the reliability of financial and management reporting, 
and compliance with laws and regulations.  

Internal auditing may also involve conducting proactive investigations into fraud to identify control 
breakdowns and establish financial loss. 

The Council is required to take appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal 
and external audit failure to do this may lead to a qualified audit opinion. 

Provision of Internal Audit Service 
 
The internal audit service is currently provided by NcALC (the Northamptonshire Association of 
local Councils).  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assurance_services
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Business_process
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regulatory_compliance
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2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.0 
 
 
 
 
 
4.0 

 
Prior to awarding the contract for 2016/17 the Town Council felt it would be prudent to review the 
provision of the internal audit service. 
 
It is worth noting that the Chairman of the Finance Committee currently acts as the council’s 
internal controller. As he is a qualified accountant and auditor members of the council can be 
assured that the internal control checks are being carried out in a suitable manner. 
 
The Clerk has obtained quotations from 3 suppliers. Note that all fees are estimated as the Town 
Council will also need to agree the scope and focus of the audit with the appointed auditor. 
 
Auditing Solutions 
This firm is a specialist company in auditing local councils. They have a good understanding of 
governance for local councils. 
The firm audits a number of larger councils throughout England. 
They provide a detailed audit of the council’s financial activities. 
Estimated Fees for 2016-17 would be £840 including 2 visits. 
 
 
Haines Watts 
Haines Watts are a local firm of accountants they provide audit services to a small number of 
local council clients throughout Northamptonshire and Milton Keynes including Olney Town 
Council. 
Estimated Fees for 2016-17 would be £375 including 2 visits. 
 
 
NcALC 
NCALC provide an internal audit service to a large number of town and parish council in 
Northamptonshire. 
The audit is risk based and focuses on the governance and testing of procedures rather than 
replicating the work of the Internal Controller. 
Estimated Fees for 2016-17 would be £375 including 2 visits. 
 
 
Conclusion 
In consideration of the above information the Finance Committee recommend that the 
Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils are appointed as an internal auditor for 
2016/17 
 

 

Recommendations: 
 

a) That Raunds Town Council confirm the recommendation of the Finance Committee and 
that NcALC are appointed as the internal auditor for 2016/17. 
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Appendix 2 
 

Summary: Bus Stops: To receive information from Northamptonshire County Council 
Highways Dept (Kier WSP) regarding the costs of installing a bus stop in a layby rather 
than a kerbside bus stop. 

Attachments: Drawing of Bus Stop layouts Brick Kiln/London Road 

1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 

In October 2016 the Town Council were asked to consider the layout of new Bus 
Stops in Brick Kiln Road and London Road, (see attached layout plan.)  

The plan shows both bus stops as a kerbside stops.  The Town Council felt that 
this would be unsafe and that laybys would be preferable, particularly for the bus 
stop on Brick Kiln Road. The response from Highways was that this wouldn’t be 
feasible as only £5,000 had been set aside for this scheme through developer 
contributions. 

Following informal discussions, with all members of the Town Council, the Clerk 
asked Highways if a layby could be provided on Brick Kiln Road if the Town 
Council were to contribute to the scheme. Highways have confirmed that a 
contribution of £30,000 would be required if a layby were to be provided. 
 
Recommendations: 
 

b) That Raunds Town Council consider if they wish to make a £30,000 
contribution towards the provision of laybys. 

      

Implications: 
Council 
objectives:   

 
Good Governance, sound financial control and effective risk management. 

 
X 

Equalities & 
Human Rights   

 
There are no equalities and human rights issues 

 
X 

 
 
Financial  

There are no financial implications at this stage X 

There will be financial implications – see paragraph   

There is provision within the budget  

Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure x 

Decisions may have potential for income generation  

Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972 and the Account and Audit Regulations 
2011 

 
X 

Other considerations: None 

Risk 
Management  

Material risks exist and these are recorded in the risk register reference:  
X 

- Inherent risk score: 
- Residual risk score: 

   

Person originating this report: Kate Houlihan Town Clerk 

Date:  4 January 2017 
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Full Town Council: Project Update_ January 2017 

Description By whom Notes Status 

Neighbourhood Plan Council Consultation closes on 30th January 2017, plan will then proceed to public 
examination. 

Ongoing 

Community Speedwatch Council Additional volunteers are needed Ongoing 

Town Hall as wedding venue Council Banners have been produced. Ongoing 

Annual report Council Work to commence on 2017 Annual Report Done 

BELMONT GARDENS Council Money is held in an ear marked reserve Done 

CCTV Council Installed Town Hall/ Town Centre and Saxon Hall- Excellent quality of images. First 
set of images supplied to police v impressive coverage and quality. Training received 
10/1/17 on retrieving images from posts.2 cameras in town still to be installed/ wi-fi 
link / may need to "tweak" camera's 

Ongoing 

Creation of Dog Park ELR Completed - Will be on ELR agenda as there is a large amount of dog fouling taking 
place in area. 

Done 

Play Areas ELR Bassfords awaiting s106 funding from Enterprise Road / This will be subject to new 
EU procurement rules 

Pending 

Defibrilator ELR ELR to investigate /Letter sent to co-op funeral care thanking them for installing 
defibrillator. 

Pending 

Youth Work ELR JAM IN THE HOOD PROJECT TO COMMENCE JANUARY 2017 (Detached work 
began December 2016) Service Six provision continuing for younger children. A 
resident has spoken to Kier living who may be able to assist with funding for youth 
work. Clerk to contact 

Ongoing 

Youth Building ELR 2nd stage consultation with individuals underway Ongoing 

Saxon Hall Gardens ELR Sealing of patio and bulb planting - DONE Done 

Financial regulations Finance Reviewed October 15. Revised version now issued by NALC, incorporating new EU 
procurement rules 

Pending 

Review of Internal Audit Finance Finance committee have reviewed internal audit and NCALC to be appointed. Done 

Alterations to Saxon Hall Finance The first tranche of £65,000 has been received in the Town Council bank account Ongoing 

Local Council Award Scheme P&R Portfolio of evidence to be prepared by 6 February 2016 - with panel meeting in 
March 2017 P&R to consider in more detail 12/01/17 

Ongoing 

Business Plan P&R Completed  Done 

Communications strategy P&R Completed  Done 



340 

 

 

Register of council land P&R Register prepared P&R still assessing various pockets of land / First registrations 
have been prepared for any unregistered land owned by the Town Council 

Ongoing 

Case study effect of SI 596  P&R Completed NCALC adopted a resolution at AGM October 2015 - progress. Passed to 
NALC policy committee 

Ongoing 

Formation of a community 
interest company 

P&R Awaiting information from LGSS Pending 

Council objectives P&R Council objectives agreed for 2016/17 Ongoing 

Website P&R New website launched!! Part of communications strategy - Additions being made Ongoing 

Benchmarking P&R Report completed -Further analysis to be done? Ongoing 

Apprentice Personnel 3 applications have been received by Tresham. Closing date is 15/1/17 Done 

Pensions Personnel Clerk is handling auto-enrolment Done 

Policies Personnel Personnel carrying out review of all policies. Ellis Whittam have been asked to review 
and comment 

Ongoing 

Shed Alarms Council Being distributed to local residents / Feedback to police that not all alarms were shed 
alarms 9some were just window alarms) 

Ongoing 

Ada Salter Gardens ELR Site visit to be arranged to consider layout and positioning / Clerk to apply for 
funding? ELR to consider 

Ongoing 

Cemetery Chapel ELR Survey completed minor works required Ongoing 

Bandstand ELR Round 2 bid submitted. Further consultation to be done. Ongoing 

Hanging Baskets ELR Consider for 2017 (use gardener for watering?) Pending 

Tesco Bags of Help Scheme ELR Previous application was unsuccessful/ but have been invited to re-apply. Scheme 
now offers smaller grants to larger number of applicants 

Pending 

Byelaws ELR Circulate to ELR committee for approval prior to submission. Ongoing 

Promotion of Market ELR Need to create a campaign Pending 

Picnic Benches ELR Quote receive ELR to review and order Ongoing 

Flooding in Raunds P&R Raunds now part of path finder project. Consideration of culvert responsibilities 
ongoing. Correspondence received from resident concerned about flooding 

Ongoing 

Insurance Review P&R Year 3 of 3 year deal ends March 2017 - Quotes are being sought. Very competitive 
market so savings expected 

Ongoing 
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Brook Street Improvements ELR ELR to further consider how to improve Brook Street Ongoing 

Procedure for Lloyds Card Finance Finance Committee to create a procedure for the use of the Lloyds card. Pending 

Risk Assessments P&R P&R will be revieweing all risk assessments in January 2017. Ongoing 

CIVIC Protocol Council Working party to create a civic protocol for procedure to follow in event of major 
national occurrence 

Pending 

Parking Advice Notes Council Guidelines to be agreed for car parking / awaiting further information from JAG Pending 

PR consultant Clerk To appoint a PR representative for the Council from April 2017 Ongoing 

IT Equipment Council 
Chamber 

Clerk Laptop now in council offices / smart TV required for display Ongoing 

Parking policy Council Parking policy to be developed for Town Council. Ongoing 

EVENTS Events 
WP 

Dates to be confirmed for summer events Ongoing 

Warth Park Application Council Response submitted likely to be the 8th or 29th March 2017 when application is 
decided by Planning Management Committee at ENC 

Ongoing 

VAT Option to Tax Council Application being made to HMRC Ongoing 


