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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes: 13 December 2016 Time 7.30pm.
PRESENT
Cllr H Howell (Town Mayor) (Chair), Cllr L Wilkes, Cllr N Beck, Cllr D Hughes,
Cllr D Jones Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr R Levell.
IN ATTENDANCE
Ms Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk (Minutes)
Miss Joanne Coduri, Assistant to the Clerk.
432.16

To Receive Apologies For Absence.
Apologies were received from Cllr S Hughes, Cllr Davidson-Jeffs, Cllr R
Jeffs, Cllr Tyman and Cllr Beattie.

433.16

Notification of requests from members of the public to address
the meeting in compliance with adopted protocol.
None received

434.16

Notification of members questions in compliance with the
council’s standing orders.
None received

435.16

Declarations of Interest.
COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM
THEN THEY SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST. MEMBERS WITH A
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY SHOULD LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM.

Cllrs Howell and D Hughes recorded a personal interest as a
members of the Planning Management Committee at East
Northamptonshire Council. The councillors noted that any
decision would always be made with an open mind and based on
the evidence presented at each meeting.
436.16

Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meetings held on 8
November and 6 December 2016.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 November
2016 be approved as a true record.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 6 December
2016 be approved as a true record.

437.16

Committee Report: To receive the report of the Environment
Recreation and Leisure Committee held on 15 November 2016
Cllr Wilkes presented the minutes (forming the report) of the
Environment Recreation and Leisure Committee held on 15 November
2016 which were received, and the resolutions and recommendations
duly considered.
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RESOLVED that the report be approved and the resolutions of the
Environment Recreation and Leisure Committee meeting held on
15 November 2016 be agreed.
438.16

Committee Report: To receive the report of the Finance Committee
held on 17 November 2016.
Cllr Levell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Finance
Committee held on 17 November 2016.
Cllr Levell drew member’s attention to the recommendation from the
Finance Committee that the council makes an application to HMRC for
an option to tax on Saxon Hall.
Members considered the recommendations contained in minute 388.16
of the meeting held 17 November namely;
a) That the Council makes an application to HMRC for an option to
tax on Saxon Hall.
b) The Town Council recognises that the level of activity at Saxon
Hall is such that the Council now needs to apply VAT to hire
charges at Saxon Hall;
c) If VAT charges are not applied to Saxon Hall then the Town
Council understands that this is would substantially reduce the
amount of VAT that the Council can reclaim from HMRC. This
would have a significant and ongoing effect on Council
expenditure in future years;
d) The Town Council wants to minimise the impact that charging
VAT will have on existing customers of Saxon Hall;
e) The Council therefore proposes to stagger price increases to
cover the introduction of VAT charges;
f) The Council will apply VAT to all customer invoices but will not
increase the end prices to the customer prior to March 2017;
g) That subject to the application for an option to tax being
approved the Council will increase prices at Saxon Hall by 10%
from 1st April 2017;
h) That subject to the application for an option to tax being
approved the Council will increase prices at Saxon Hall by 10%
from 1st April 2018.
i) The Council has budgeted for the loss of revenue that will result
from the introduction of VAT charges prior to the full price
increase being passed to the customer.
And it was….
RESOLVED that the report be approved and the resolutions of the
Finance Committee meeting held on 17 November 2016 be agreed

439.16

Committee Report: To receive the report of the Planning Committee
held on 24 November 2016.
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning
Committee held on 24 November 2016 which were received, and the
resolutions and recommendations duly considered.
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RESOLVED that the report be approved and the resolutions of the
Planning Committee meeting held on 24 November 2016 be
agreed.
440.16

Committee Report: To receive the report of the Personnel Committee
held on 1 December 2016.
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Personnel
Committee held on 1 December 2016 which were received, and the
resolutions and recommendations duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved and the resolutions of the
Personnel Committee meeting held on 1 December 2016 be
agreed.

441.16

Committee Report: To receive the report of the Finance Committee
held on 6 December 2016.
Cllr Levell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Finance
Committee held on 6 December 2016.
It was noted that the budget would be considered as a separate
agenda item in the meeting.
RESOLVED that the report be approved and the minutes of the
Finance Committee meeting held on 6 December 2016 be agreed

442.16

District Councillors Report.
Cllr Jones presented his report;
This report covers 4 specific topics:-

1.
2.
3.
4.

District Regeneration & Tourism Working Group
Planning Management – North Street
District Councillor’s meeting with Roxhill & Howdens
Governance & Audit
District Regeneration & Tourism Working Group
The report has now been issued to P&R. The working group have
identified the nature of the challenges and the opportunities on the
demand side as well as those on the supply side. It is pleasing to see
the ambition in the plan which is quietly and confidently determined in
what can be delivered across the district. The challenge will be getting
it delivered in a meaningful way within realistic timescales.
Planning Management – North Street
I had the task of proposing to Planning Management on the North
Street application. I was concerned about the flooding but I did not
share the concerns expressed about exit viewing splays and parking
spaces, as these were acceptable to highways and within policy. All of
the flood assessment was based on Hogs Dyke but not on the ability of
the drains on Brick Kiln Lane and North Street to cope. We are asked
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to accept highways assurances that this was a function of the debris
from the new developments interrupting flow. I reluctantly proposed the
resolution to adopt the officer’s recommendation to grant planning
permission, with the proviso that conditions 16 and 18 relating to flood
prevention work are rigorously applied. I don’t believe any other
councillor from Raunds supported the proposal but it was carried.
District Councillor’s meeting with Roxhill & Howdens
The four district councillors (DCs) were invited to join a meeting of
Roxhill, Howdens, their contractors and David Oliver. The meeting was
without agenda or expressed purpose. From what was said it seemed
to be an attempt to convince the DCs of the merits of Warth Park
development across Meadow Lane. This started with an exposition
from Howdens of the benefits they would bring to the area, as this
started to go on I explained that so far as I was concerned, no one had
ever expressed to me that they didn’t want Howdens to come to
Raunds, simply that they didn’t want them to develop across Meadow
Lane. One councillor was of the view that there were plenty of people
who simply did not want Howdens but was not able provide an
example. Though he was happy to say that he is in favour of Howdens
coming and so far he is concerned it does not matter where they site
their business. Another councillor, also able to express an opinion, was
equally in favour of the development and both seemed dismissive of
the views expressed in polls organised by the town council.
David Oliver concluded that Roxhill and Howdens are losing the battle
of communications and offered constructive suggestions in the light of
information, disinformation and misinformation that appears to be
circulating. They were encouraged to build bridges with local media
and social media. I pointed out that despite the only publication
dedicated and delivered to every door in Raunds (Round Up) providing
unwavering support to Roxhill and Howdens, they were behind the
curve. I’m not sure who they took their advice from originally, when
they were told to offer BMX tracks and bridges on to land they did not
own, very much part of the previous council’s unfulfilled agenda, but it
does seem to have back-fired.
Cllr Wathen explained that he will need to propose whatever planning
application he finds before him, as it sits on his ward. He made it clear
that whether against or for development, the comments and facts
should be robust and not simply assertions of “we’re a great company”
or “I don’t want it in my backyard”.
I explained that the submissions seen so far do seem to be silent on
some serious issues such as, but not limited to, how the proposed
underpass can work given the occurrence of water springs on Meadow
Lane and the level of the water table on this flood plain. It is equally
silent on the pooling of vehicle exhaust pollutants given the bunding to
the west side of the site on which sits the A45.
Howdens found the meeting useful and constructive, their Finance
Director, Theresa Keating made a particular point of coming over and
stating she had found it very useful.
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Governance & Audit
Whilst the work of the committee is to hold systems and processes to
account, and this good work continues, there is little more to say than
to recommend those taking an interest to view the minutes online.
Finally, I wait with baited breath to hear reactions to Northamptonshire
County Council's suggestion that we should become a unitary authority
under their aegis.
Cllr Greenwood Smith presented his report;
The Policy and Resources Committee at East Northamptonshire
Council (ENC) have adopted a policy in line with the Smoke-free
(Private Vehicles) Regulations 2015. The regulation require local
authorities to take action against those smoking in a private vehicle
where a child is present. Relevant officers at ENC are now authorised
to enforce these regulations.
The Policy and Resources Committee at ENC have adopted a policy in
line with The new Model Licence Condition and Guidance for Dog
Boarding Establishments 2016 this requires an improvement in the
minimum acceptable standards permitted in all licensed
establishments, the changes apply mainly to the requirements for
documented staff training and animal safety and welfare provision and
for some structural changes for the kennels, exercise areas and site
drainage.
The Licensing (liquor and gambling) Panel at ENC had carried out a
review of the license for the Illusive Festival, Deene Park,
Northamptonshire it was found that organisers had complied with
regulations but had caused a nuisance with noise, there is a 21 day
appeal period.
The Licensing (liquor and gambling) Panel at ENC had carried out a
review of the license for the George and Dragon Raunds, the panel had
concluded that the Designated Premises supervisor be removed and
that the license be suspended for 21 days, there is a 21 day appeal
period.
The Mayor thanked Cllrs Jones and Greenwood-Smith for their reports.
443.16

County Councillors Report.
Cllr Hughes presented his report;
Financial constraints continued to be a fundamental factor for the
County Council. Push factors such as unaccompanied children arriving
in the county and the rising need for adult social care, particularly for
those with dementia, were placing an increasing strain on resources.
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The County Council had agreed to look in more detail at whether a
unitary authority could provide cost savings across the county.
The Mayor thanked Cllr Hughes for his report.
444.16

Town Mayors Announcements.

On November 11th we collected outside the town hall for the lowering of the
flag to mark Remembrance Day.
On Saturday 12th November I attended the Ada Salter play at Islip Village
hall, it was great to meet up with some of the people who went on the trip in
August and to see the play that we missed due to other commitments, great
show.
On 13th November we had our annual Remembrance Day parade and service
outside St Peter’s Church, as usual the weather stayed dry if not a bit cold
and it was a fantastic turn out. Well done to all involved.
On Friday 18th November Cllr Wilkes and I attended the Mayor of Kettering’s
winter ball, great fun had by all.
Thursday 24th November went to Park Infant’s school to give out bags of
chocolate coins to all the entrants in the Christmas drawing competition and
present the 2 runners up with their selection boxes.
Friday 25th November I went to Windmill school to give out bags of chocolate
coins to all the entrants in the Christmas drawing competition and present the
winner with their prize and the runners up with selection boxes. Blake Clark
was so pleased he had won.
That evening Cllr Wilkes and I attended The Mayor of Northampton’s ball at
the Guildhall, another great night all in aid of the guide dogs for the blind.
The big event last month was of course our Christmas lights switch on, what a
fantastic day, we were lucky again with the weather and the whole event was
a total success. This year we worked very hard to try to improve the lights and
also tried out a new fairground arrangement. We have had many fantastic
compliments on social media and to the office about the event and I
personally would like to thank those who helped on the day and most of all the
members of the events working party who worked tirelessly throughout the
year to make all our events a success. A huge amount of appreciation to: Flic
Kemp with her children, Evie & Riley, Dawn Marchant, Jamie Duff, Kim
Davies, Adam Ball, David and Patricia Thorn, Marion and Richard Hind, Nigel
Ogden & Magda Levell we could not do it without them. I would also like to
thank the councillors who helped: Cllr Nick Beck, Cllr Bob Tyman, Cllr Richard
Levell & Cllr Lee Wilkes. Not to forget the staff here at The Town Hall and the
Saxon Hall, yet again another awesome job, and anyone else who I may have
inadvertently missed off, you are all worth your weight in gold!
On Sunday 4th I attended Twinkle twinkle ballet with my daughter Lauren as
my consort, it was so sweet, well done to all.
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Thursday 8th December I attended the dress rehearsal of St Peters
school play, Joseph and His Technicolour Dream Coat, a great show, if
the performances were anything like the rehearsal then all were in for a
treat, well done to Ben Nardone for putting on the performance.
445.16

JAG Report:
representative.

To

receive

a

report from

the

Council’s

JAG

Cllr Helen Howell introduced PC Mitch Mitchinson who explained the
new structure for the community safety team;
PC Mitchinson is the lead PC for the Thrapston area and everything
North of the A14 with PC Ivan Bentley as problem solver.
PC Jane Beatles is the lead for Rushden/EN and all villages South of
the A14 with PC Congreve as problem solver.
There are now fewer officers attached to the community safety teams,
however they are ring fenced to the teams and so will not be pulled off
to other duties.
PC Mitchinson also reported that there had been a rise in burglaries
across the area. The police believed that half of these were
preventable due to property not being secured. He also said that he
hoped to re-invigorate the “Neighbourhood Watch Scheme” across the
area.
Cllr Helen Howell asked if PC Mitchinson had any information on the
use of the parking advice notes discussed at the November 2016
council meeting. He replied that the scheme had been very successful
in Brigstock and advocated a pragmatic approach. He would supply the
Council with some guidelines on use of the permits.
RESOLVED to note the report.
446.16

Holocaust Memorial Day 2017: To consider holding an event or
activity to commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 27th January
2017.
Members considered the information as shown in appendix 1 and it
was…
RESOLVED to
a) Forward the information to the local schools and ask if they
would like to take part in an activity;
b) The Town Council will then promote any activities being
undertaken on social media and the website.

447.16

Accounts for payment: To receive the payments lists for October
2016.
Members considered the accounts for payment as shown below.
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RESOLVED to note the accounts for payment
448.16 BUDGET FOR 2017/18 – To consider the budget working papers and
to approve the budget for 2017/18
Cllr Levell referred members to the budget working papers as shown in
appendix 2.
Cllr Levell referred members to the report contained within the minutes of
the Finance Committee meeting 6 December 2016 pages 305-306. He
explained that in order to achieve a budget that did not impact general
reserves some savings had had to be made across the budget namely;
a) That the budget for nominal code 4920 “Christmas New Lights/
Equipment” be reduced from £8,000 to £6,000.
b) That the budget for nominal code 4123 “Contingency” be reduced from
£3,000 to £1,000.
c) That the a 2% increase in Council Tax is agreed
d) This enables the Council to achieve the budget without reducing the
level of general reserves held by the council.
Following discussion it was…
RESOLVED that the budget be adopted as shown in Appendix 2
449.16 PRECEPT FOR 2017/2018 – To consider a report from the Clerk
setting out the recommendation of the Council’s Finance Committee for the
Council’s Precept for 2017/18 and to formally approve and set the Precept.
Members considered the report of the clerk as shown in Appendix 3 and in
line with the budget it was…
RESOLVED that, having assessed the risks and financial implications,
the Council resolves to set the amount of precept for 2017/18 at
£325,845.
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450.16

Review of Town Council Projects: To receive an update on various
Town Council projects.
Members considered the report of the clerk as shown in Appendix 4.
It was noted that the council had been successful in their round 1 bid
for funding for a bandstand in Raunds through ENC’s Community
Facilities fund. Members noted that ENC had asked for a higher
proportion of match funding from Raunds Town Council and it was
agreed that S106 money was available for this purpose.
RESOLVED to note the report

451.16

Planning Matters
a. Planning Applications for consideration:
EN16/02244/FUL | Rear first floor extension on top of existing
ground floor and internal alterations | 88 Hill Street Raunds
Wellingborough Northamptonshire NN9 6NN
RESOLVED that Raunds
observations to make.

Town

Council

has

no

16/01544/FUL | Extension to existing apartment block
housing two additional one bed units | Rowena House
Clare Street Raunds Northamptonshire NN9 6PQ
RESOLVED that Raunds
observations to make.

Town

Council

has

no

b. Response to planning applications:
16/02119/FUL | Development of two distribution buildings
containing B8 warehousing space with ancillary office,
B1 office and research and development space (B1c)
together with vehicular access from Warth Park Way and
London Road , earthworks and landscaping including the
creation of drainage features with green infrastructure
and landscaping provision including along Meadow
Lane | Land
End
Of
Scalley
Way
Raunds
Northamptonshire.
The Clerk circulated copies of the draft response to the
application. Members of the council were invited to forward
any feedback or additions to the Clerk by 3pm on Wednesday
14th December 2016. Subject to any amendments being
received it was…
RESOLVED To approve the Councils response to the
above application.
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There being no further business the meeting concluded at 9:30pm
Approved: ....…………..………….......………………...……….….. (Town Mayor)
Meeting date: ......…............ 10 January 2017…..........................…….(Council)
Appendix 1 – Holocaust Memorial Day 2017
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Appendix 2 – Budget 2017/18
Cost Centre
ELR
Open Spaces
Open Spaces Expenditure
Open Spaces Income
Cemeteries and Churchyards
Expenditure
Income
Market
Expenditure
Income
Car Park
Expenditure
Public Lighting
Expenditure
Tourism
Expenditure
Events
Expenditure
Income
Public convenience
Expenditure
Youth Work
Expenditure
Vandalism
Expenditure
TOTAL ELR EXPENDITURE
TOTAL ELR INCOME
PERSONNEL
TOTAL PERSONNEL EXPENDITURE
FINANCE
FINANCE ADMINISTRATIVE EXP
FINANCE ADMINISTRATIVE
INCOME
Saxon HALL
Saxon HALL expenditure
SAXON HALL income
POLICY AND RESOURCES
P&R ADMINISTRATIVE EXP
P&R ADMINISTRATIVE INCOME
THE HALL
THE HALL EXPENDITURE
THE HALL INCOME
TOTAL EXPENDITURE
TOTAL INCOME
NET EXPENDITURE

Annual Budget 2015/16

Actual 201516

Budget
2016/17

Proposed 2017/18

99150
2720

83663
10553

97950
7360

92550
2360

9050
8000

6588
6157

10050
8000

9826
8000

650
3500

430
3187

650
3000

663
3000

500

559

500

500

1400

2400

1450

1450

250

144

5750

750

19000
500

16771
1072

20226
500

25400
4000

13110

12656

12750

12923

0

0

0

10000

0
143110
14720

0
123211
20969

0
149326
18860

2500
156562
17360

91680

91680

107320

109500

550

179

300

1450

1000

853

100

1500

88800
30000

79280
43891

98170
40000

81698
45000

34350
150

37668
98841

33060
500

43000
500

38350
27100

46468
23177

30490
27000

25102
27000

396840
164650
232190

378486
279411
99075

418666
86460
332206

417312
91360
325952
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Appendix 3 – Precept
Summary:
A report providing information Members may wish to consider when setting
the Precept for 2017/18
Attachments:
None
1.0
Introduction
1.1

Each year the Council must pass a resolution to set its Precept for the following financial year.

1.2

The precept is derived from the council’s budget. For 2017/18 the Finance Committee has been
prudent in the estimates of income and allowed for additional expenditure on youth work and set
aside a general contingency fund and a fund for vandalism should this occur.

1.3

The council may receive additional capital income during the year as S106 funds are drawn down.
This may give rise to additional capital expenditure.

1.4

The Precept is the main source of income for the Council and is calculated by taking the net
estimated expenditure after deducting income streams and the use of reserves (if appropriate).
East Northamptonshire Council is responsible for raising the revenue to meet the precept through
the Council Tax levied on taxpayers within Raunds.

1.5

Each year, East Northamptonshire Council is responsible for calculating a tax base for each town
and village within East Northamptonshire Council. Next year the tax base for Raunds is estimated
as 2785, an increase on this year’s base, which is 2659.

1.6

The tax base is calculated by reference to the number of domestic properties in the town or parish
to which is added anticipated completions (new properties) less an allowance for exemptions,
discounts, the cost of the local council tax support scheme (LCTSS) and an allowance for losses
on collection.

2.0

Risk Management

2.1

Before setting a precept for the next financial year, the Council needs to consider a number of
factors from which risks emanate:




The need to set a precept which adequately meets the financial needs of the
Council.
The possibility (however remote) of having any increase in precept capped.
The need to ensure the Council has adequate reserves to meet unforeseen
expenditure.

3.0

Financial implications - changes to tax base

3.1

Raunds has seen an increase in the council tax base for 2017/18. This means that the council
would see an increase in revenue even if the amount paid by each household were to remain the
same. (see table below)
The table below shows the council tax base and precept levels over the previous 4 years.
Financial
Year
2014/15
2015/16
2016/17
2017/18
2017/18

4.0
4.1

Tax base

Band D tax

Notes

2,491
2,564
2659
2785

£111.30
£111.37
£114.71
£114.71

2785

£117.00

Actual Precept £277,244
Actual Precept £285,561
Annual Precept £305,017
Precept of £319,467 Band D remain
unchanged
Precept £325,845 2% increase in band D

Financial implications – taxpayer cost
In setting its budget, the Council will use a small portion of its reserves to enable it to deliver the
budget.
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To deliver the budget, the Council needs a precept of £325,845. Which is a 2% increase on the
previous band D rate.
Expressed as a Band ‘D’ amount of council tax, this would be:

5.0

Precept

Tax base

Band D

Increase
Per year

% increase at Band D

Increase p w

325,952

2785

117.00

£2.29

2%

£0.044p

Recommendation:
That Members, having assessed the risks and financial implications, consider the
recommendation of the Finance Committee to resolve to set the amount of precept for 2017/18 at
£325,845.
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Appendix 4:
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