RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL
FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE
Minutes: 23rd October 2018: Start Time 7.30pm
PRESENT
Cllr R Levell (Chairman), Cllr L Wilkes, Cllr J Duff, Cllr H Howell, Cllr R
Beattie, Cllr D Hughes.
IN ATTENDANCE
Ms Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk (Minutes)
360.18

To Receive Apologies for Absence.
None received

361.18

Notification of requests from members of the public to address
the meeting in compliance with adopted protocol.
None received

362.18

Notification of members questions in compliance with the
council’s standing orders.
None received

363.18

Declarations of Interest.
COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A DISCLOSABLE
PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM THEN THEY
SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST AND IN THE CASE OF A PECUNIARY ITEM
LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM

None received
364.18

Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Finance and Policy Committee
meeting held 4 September 2018.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Finance and Policy Committee
meeting held on 4 September 2018 be confirmed as a true record.

365.18

Budget Review: To review progress against budget to September
2018
Members reviewed the progress against budget for the period AprilSeptember 2018 as shown in appendix 1
The Clerk answered members questions thereon and it was….
RESOLVED to note the report.

366.18

Budget Planning 2019/20: To consider budgets timescales and
strategy for 2019/20
Members reviewed the report of the Clerk as shown in Appendix 2 and
it was…
RESOLVED to note the report and that the final budget should be
approved at the January 2018 council meeting.

367.18

External Audit: To receive the report of the External Auditor
Members received the report of the external auditor as shown in
Appendix 3 and it was…
RESOLVED to note the report of the external auditor and that
there was no further action required.

368.18

Bank Reconciliation: To approve the bank reconciliation for July 2018
RESOLVED that the bank reconciliations for July be approved.

369.18

Payments for approval: To approve payments since the last Finance
and Policy Committee meeting.
Members reviewed the payments as shown in appendix 4 and the clerk
answered members questions thereon, following discussion it was….
RESOLVED that the payments be approved.

370.18

Market Traders Terms and Conditions: To review the terms and
conditions for Market Traders
Members reviewed the terms and conditions for Market Traders as
shown in Appendix 5 and it was….
RESOLVED to recommend to the Full Council that the policy be
adopted as amended.

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 20.51
Approved: ....…………..………….......………………...……….….. (Town Mayor)
Meeting date: ..…..................13 November 2018...................……. (Council)
Approved: ....…………..…..…….......…………….…...……….….. (Chairman)
Meeting date: ..…................6 November 2018........................……(Committee)

Appendix 1: Budget Review

Appendix 2 – Budget Planning
Summary:
A report providing information Members may wish to consider when setting the Precept for 2019/2020
Attachments: None
1.0
Introduction
1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

Each year the Council must pass a resolution to set its Precept for the following financial year.
The Precept is the main source of income for the Council and is calculated by taking the net
estimated expenditure after deducting income streams and the use of reserves (if appropriate).
East Northamptonshire Council is responsible for raising the revenue to meet the precept through
the Council Tax levied on taxpayers within Raunds.
Each year, East Northamptonshire Council is responsible for calculating a tax base for each town
and village within East Northamptonshire Council. The provisional figure for 2019/2020 will be
available in early November.
The tax base is calculated by reference to the number of domestic properties in the town or parish
to which is added anticipated completions (new properties) less an allowance for exemptions,
discounts, the cost of the local council tax support scheme (LCTSS) and an allowance for losses
on collection.

2.0

Capping/Referendum

2.1

It is not anticipated that Town Councils will be subject to capping in 2019/2020.

3.0

Risk Management

3.1

Before setting a precept for the next financial year, the Council needs to consider a number of
factors from which risks emanate:
•
•
•

The need to set a precept which adequately meets the financial needs of the
Council.
The possibility (however remote) of having any increase in precept capped.
The need to ensure the Council has adequate reserves to meet unforeseen
expenditure.

4.0

Financial implications - changes to tax base

4.1

The table below illustrate changes to the Council Tax Base and precept.
Financial
Tax base
Precept
Year
2015/16
2,564
£285,561
2016/17
2,659
£305,017
2017/18
2,785
£325,845
2018/19
2,916
£442,912
2019/20
tbc

5.0

Suggested Timescales
The following timescales are proposed.
•

Prior to 4th December 2018 committees are to submit their draft budgets to the
Finance and Policy Committee.

•

4th December 2018 the Finance and Policy Committee will review draft budgets
and create overall budget, committees may be asked to review their budgets.

•

January 2018 the Finance and Policy Committee will if necessary consider any
revised committee budgets and finalise a draft budget.

January 2018 the Full Council will be asked to approve the draft budget

Appendix 3 - External Audit Report

Appendix 4 – Payments for Approval

Appendix 5
RAUNDS GENERAL MARKET
Since the early 1900s Raunds has maintained a regular weekly Market. Under an order made
by the Secretary of State for the Environment, dated 25 March 1977, the power to hold and
maintain a market in the town passed to Raunds Town Council.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR REGULAR MARKET TRADERS
1. Raunds General Market takes place on Friday of each week, (or such days as the
Council may appoint) and may be closed at the discretion of the Council who shall not
be liable for any loss incurred by stallholders.
2. The Market shall open between the hours of 8.00am and 5.00pm. No trading is
permitted outside of these hours. The market must be vacated by 6.00pm.
3. Prospective stall holders must complete and lodge with Raunds Town Council an
application form before being allowed to trade. from the market. Attached to the
application form must be:
4. All stall holders must ensure that the Town Council holds up to date copies of:
a. the stall holder’s public liability insurance.
b. Food hygiene certificates where appropriate and on every inspection.
c. Official Food Hygiene rating (scores on the doors) a minimum score of 3 is
required.
5. The Town Clerk is the duly authorised officer for the management and administration
of the market and shall appoint a Market Superintendent with delegated powers to
operate the market.
5. Traders must provide their own stalls which must be constructed and maintained in a
manner that will not cause danger or injury to the public.
6. While setting up and dismantling stalls traders must have due regard to noise
reduction and not cause distress to residents living around the town square.
7. Vehicles parked in the market square will be considered part of the stall, but the
calculation of the rental charge will be by reference to the frontage of the stall.
8. No vehicles, stalls or merchandise shall be positioned to obstruct public footpaths or
positioned over the culvert (under the pavement).
9. Sites are let for the sale of particular lines of merchandise which must be approved
on first application and cannot be varied thereafter; accept except with prior approval
of the Council.
10. Stallholders’ licenses shall be personal unto them and shall not be capable of
subletting or assignment. All stallholders shall prominently display their names and
addresses.
11. Stallholders shall at all times comply with the laws and regulations applying to the
sale, display and supply of goods in their various forms.
12. Stallholders shall indemnify the Council and its employees against any claims by the
public arising from the condition of the stall or the sale, supply and display of goods,
or the conduct of the stallholder’s business.
13. Sites should be occupied every week; any holidays must be agreed with the market
superintendent in advance. Unavoidable absences must be reported to the Market
superintendent or to the Town Council.
14. A site holder who fails to attend for four consecutive weeks will be deemed to have
left the market and their site will be let to another trader.

15. The Town Council holds the right to withdraw permits and bar traders from the
market; such action will be taken under written notice issued by the Town Clerk.
i. Reasons include:
a) Failure to pay the correct rent.
b) Damaging the Council’s reputation.
c) Making unacceptable noise to the detriment of residents.
d) Posing a risk to health and safety.
e) Behaviour likely to cause a breach of the peace.
f) In the public interest.
g) In breach of these terms and conditions
16. In the event of a stall holder having their permit withdrawn and being barred from the
market, they may appeal to the Council for final determination, in writing to the Mayor
within 21 days of the notice being served.
17. The Town Council will review market rents on an annual basis. A resolution of the
Council shall be evidence of the amounts payable.
18. In the event the Town Square is closed for any reason the Council will refund any rent
paid for the period of closure but will not be liable for any losses however incurred.
19. Any damage to council property or incident at the market must be reported
immediately to Raunds Town Council.
Adopted October 2017, Amended October 2018.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR MARKET TRADERS
Part 2 - MARKET RENTS

1. Regular weekly market traders shall pay their rent monthly in advance to the Town Council
Market Superintendent. Payment is due on the 1st Friday of each month.
2. Charges will be calculated on the basis of 48 weeks per year to allow for holidays.
3. Charges will be calculated by frontage width and allowing a depth of 15ft.
4. All vehicles, equipment and goods must be confined to the approved site area. All other
vehicles must be parked away from the market area.
5. The scale of charges is contained in the table below:
MEASUREMENT
Per foot of frontage (allowing 15ft depth)
Minimum charge
Charitable organisations

SCALE OF CHARGE
72p
£7.15
As agreed by Town Council

6. In the event of a dispute over the calculation of the rental charge, the Town Clerk
shall make final determination of the charge.
7. Separate charges are made for electricity and water.

