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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes: 12 June 2018 Time 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT:  

Cllr R Levell, (Town Mayor) (Chair), Cllr L Wilkes, Cllr R Tyman, Cllr N Beck, Cllr H 

Howell, Cllr J Duff, Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr R Beattie, Cllr M Hind, Cllr D Hughes 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Miss Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk, Minutes 

Miss Joanne Coduri, Assistant to the Clerk 

 

2 members of the public 

Cllr P Wathen-District Councillor and representative of Raunds Library Group 

 

88.18  To Receive Apologies for Absence.  

  Apologies were received from Cllr D Jones and Cllr S Hughes. 

 

  It was resolved to accept the apology from Cllr D Jones.  

  It was resolved to note the apology from Cllr S Hughes  

 

89.18  Declarations of Interest.  

Councillors are reminded that if they have either a disclosable pecuniary 
interest or other interest in any item then they should declare the interest 
and leave the meeting for that item 

 

Cllr Levell declared a personal interest in item 103.18d 

 

90.18  Notification of requests from members of the public to address the 

meeting in compliance with adopted protocol.  

 Raunds Library Management Group had registered to speak. However, it 

was agreed that their representation would be considered under item 

111.18a which would be considered immediately after the Town Mayors 

announcements. 

  

91.19  Notification of members questions in compliance with the council’s 

standing orders.  

 NONE RECEIVED 

 

92.18  Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held 8 May 2018  
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th May 2018 be 
confirmed as a true record.  
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93.18  Committee report: To receive the report of the Environment Leisure and 

Recreation Committee held 22 May 2018.  

  

Cllr Wilkes presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Environment 

Leisure and Recreation Committee meeting held on 22 May 2018 which 

were received, and the resolutions and recommendations duly considered. 

 Cllr Wilkes drew member’s attention to the Annual Tour of Inspection which 

would take place on Tuesday 19th June at 6pm.   

 

Cllr Wilkes also reminded members that the next meeting of the Saxon Hall 

Refurbishment Working Party would take place on Thursday at 7pm.  

 

Finally, he highlighted that the Community Facilities Fund was open for 

applications and that the ELR committee were asking all Councillors for 

suggestions of projects to be funded. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee held 22 May 2018 be 
agreed. 

 

94.18  Committee report: To receive the report of the Events Committee 30 May 

2018.  

 

Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Events 
Committee meeting held on 30th May 2018 and answered members 
questions thereon. 
 
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations duly 
considered. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Events Committee meeting held on 30th May 2018 be agreed 
 

95.18  Committee report: To receive the report of the Planning Committee 31 

May 2018.  

 

Cllr Tyman presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning 
Committee meeting held on 31 May 2018 which were received, and the 
resolutions and recommendations duly considered. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Planning Committee meeting held on 31 May 2018 be agreed 
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96.18 Committee report: To receive the report of the Finance and Policy 

Committee 7 June 2018.  

  

Cllr Levell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning 
Committee meeting held on 7 June 2018 which were received, and the 
resolutions and recommendations duly considered. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Finance and Policy Committee meeting held on 7 June 2018 be agreed 

 

97.18  District Councillors Report.  

Cllr Wathen reported that Planning Enforcement at East Northamptonshire 

Council would be taking action to ensure that the wooden railings outside 

the former Serenity store were replaced with metal palisade fence. 

 

RESOLVED to note the report 

  

98.18  County Councillors Report.   

  Cllr Hughes reported that potholes continued to be an ongoing problem. He 

encouraged everyone to report any that they saw, even if they had been 

reported previously as this would assist in them being prioritised. 

 

It was agreed that the Town Council would promote use of street doctor 

through the website and social media. 

 

RESOLVED to note the report 

  

99.18  Town Mayors Announcements.  

Since the beginning of last month, I have attended a wide variety of 
engagements in Raunds and beyond. These engagements have given me 
an opportunity to recognise and support the many initiatives and 
achievements of Raunds schools, communities and residents, and to 
promote the town amongst other civic leaders across the county.  What 
follows is a summary of my activities, the reasons for attendance and the 
achievements celebrated.  It has been a busy month! 

 

2 May Meeting with Revd Jonathan 

Aldwinckle 

I discussed with the Rector ways that the C of E 

and RTC might support each other in the future. 

4 May Ceilidh evening at the 

Raunds Music Festival 

(deputised for the Mayor at 

the time) * 

I represented the Town Council at this annual 

festival, which now has an international 

reputation. 

5 May Raunds Cricket Club 

Sausage and Cider Festival 

(deputised for the Mayor at 

the time) * 

I represented the Town Council in supporting 

the Cricket Club in their fund-raising activities. 
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10 May ENC photo shoot at 

Performing Arts Area 

I represented the Town Council in photographs 

that East Northants Council wanted to publicise 

the completion of a project that they had 

contributed funds towards (the remaining cost 

was covered by contributions from Roxhill 

Developments Limited). 

10 May Afternoon tea with the 

Mayor of Peterborough 

I represented Raunds at the Mayor of 

Peterborough’s charity fund-raising event. 

13 May Chairman of Northampton 

County Council’s Farewell 

Curry Night * 

I represented the Town Council at this charity 

fund-raising event.  The outgoing Chairman as 

he represents Raunds and Stanwick on the 

County Council and is a Town Councillor.  I 

used the opportunity to meet other Mayors and 

NCC councillors. 

15 May Rushden Town Mayor 

Making * 

I represented Raunds at this celebration of the 

new Mayor, held in Rushden Town Hall. 

16 May Film Afternoon I opened the film “Their Finest” which was 

attended by approximately 80 residents of 

Raunds and the surrounding area.  Thanks to 

the Raunds WI for providing and serving the 

refreshments. 

16 May ENC Annual Meeting * I represented Raunds at the inauguration of the 

new Chairman of East Northants, Cllr Wendy 

Brackenbury.  Also, Cllr Helen Howell from 

Raunds Town Council was elected the new 

Deputy Chairman. 

17 May Mayor of Northampton’s 

Civic Reception * 

I represented Raunds at this celebration for the 

new Mayor. 

18 May Meeting with principals of 

Raunds Infant and St 

Peter’s C of E Schools 

I met Lisa Jeffrey of Park Infant and Sarah 

Folkard of St Peter’s to discuss future events at 

each school.  I was shown round both schools, 

meeting all the classes along the way. 

18 May Attended Windmill School 

flag raising ceremony in 

recognition of achieving 

Green Flag status for eco 

activities * 

I was eager to support the school in celebrating 

their great success in gaining Green Flag status 

(akin to a gold award) as a result of the efforts of 

the Eco-Committee.  The Committee is made up 

of pupils of all ages, and it was encouraging to 

see youngsters taking the future of the planet so 

seriously. 
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19 May Mayor of Wellingborough’s 

charity event “Making a 

Song and Dance” * 

I represented Raunds at this charity fund-raising 

concert, which was held at the Castle Theatre in 

Wellingborough, which gave the Mayor the 

opportunity to showcase one of his town’s 

amenities.  As the name suggests, it was a 

mixture of music and dancing, and the Kilburn 

School of Dance from Wellingborough were 

particularly impressive. 

20 May Mayor’s Show * As in previous years, this was another hugely 

enjoyable event for the estimated 2,500 people 

who attended.  Undoubtedly the fine weather 

helped, but the entertainment line-up and the 

enthusiasm of the stallholders were important 

factors in making this the most successful 

Mayor’s Show yet.  Magdalena and I talked to 

every stallholder, as well as to many members 

of the public.  The highlights for me were the 

children’s races, and who can forget the tug of 

war, where the Amazonians (ladies) made 

mincemeat of the Jumbo Sausages (men)!  The 

Mayors and Mayoresses of Rushden and 

Kettering joined us on the day: it was great to 

see other civic leaders supporting our event and 

gave Raunds the opportunity to show to others 

in the county what we can do. 

22 May Commemoration and flag-

lowering for Manchester 

Arena victims * 

I led the commemoration of victims of the 

bombing at the Manchester Arena one year after 

the tragedy happened.  A minute’s silence was 

observed at 2.20, and the flag remained at half 

mast for the rest of the day. 

26 May Deputy Mayor opened 

Performing Arts Area with 

One Direction Choir 

Cllr Lee Wilkes cut the ribbon to open the new 

structure on the Town Square.  The installation 

of the seats is imminent. 

29 May Raunds Community Choir 

singalong * 

I joined the singalong in the Town Square.  

Other councillors also braved the miserable 

weather. 
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30 May Meeting with Graham 

Underwood of Raunds 

History Society 

I, along with the Town Clerk, met Graham 

Underwood to discuss the opening of the Ada 

Salter Memorial Garden on 20 July.  Graham 

will be providing the narrative and images for the 

information board that will be placed at the 

entrance.  The plan is to officially open the 

garden and unveil the blue plaque that will be 

placed on the house where she was born in the 

presence of guests from the London Borough of 

Southwark, where Ada was Mayor of 

Bermondsey in 1922. 

31 May Pathfinder presentation in 

Saxon Hall 

I attended this meeting with the Pathfinder team 

to better understand some of the flood risks in 

Raunds and how we might start to address 

them.  A dozen members of the public attended 

too, and most expressed a willingness to get 

involved in further measures to prevent flooding 

in the town.  Watch this space. 

1 June Meeting with Jacqui Ireland from 

the US Air Force 

Jacqui Ireland is the Community Relations adviser for 

the USAF at Alconbury and Molesworth.  She was 

keen to explain that the USAF worldwide takes its 

relations with the wider community seriously, and that a 

senior officer has been assigned as principal liaison 

officer for Raunds.  They are keen to become involved 

in local activities, and a couple of service personnel 

who live in Stanwick came to the Mayor’s Show (and 

indeed helped to clear up afterwards). 

6 June Bingo Afternoon I opened the bingo afternoon, to which 30 avid players 

had turned up to try their luck.  There were many 

prizes, so quite a few did not go home empty handed.  

Again, thanks to the ladies for handling the 

refreshments. 

9 June Had car washed by Windmill 

Primary School as part of their 

charity fund-raising * 

I had my car washed by pupils and staff of Windmill 

School, members of the Fire Brigade and our local 

PCSO.  The money they raised will be shared by the 

Fire Brigades Charity and Windmill School. 

9 June Opening of the new facilities at 

Playmates Pre-School * 

I opened the new all-weather play area and log cabin 

for the two-year olds at Playmates Pre-School.  The 

committee have been fund-raising for a long time to 

buy these facilities, and they have now started fund-

raising for their next round of improvements. 



65 

 

 

9 June Presented prizes at Raunds 

Town Youth Football Club * 

I presented participation and achievement prizes to six 

teams, the ages ranging from 5 to 15.  All the players 

(girls as well as boys) showed tremendous enthusiasm 

for football and for the club. 

10 June Deputy Mayor attended start of 

McDonald’s “Love Where You 

Live” operation to tidy the 

Raunds cemetery 

Cllr Lee Wilkes joined Raunds Cubs, Raunds 

Brownies, other Councillors and Council staff, as well 

as staff of McDonalds, led by Nicci Wride, in tidying up 

the cemetery on London Road.  The cemetery is now 

looks weed and rubbish free.  This is an annual event 

that Nicci organises, and we thank them for their efforts 

to help keep Raunds looking tidy. 

 
* Occasion where I was joined by the Mayoress, Mrs Magdalena Levell. 

 

RESOLVED to suspend standing orders: 

 

111.18     Raunds Library:  
 

a) To receive an update from Raunds Library Management Group. 
 

Cllr Wathen updated all present on the process and work being carried out 
on the stage 2 expression of interest.  
 
It was noted that the Town Council would also require a copy of the library 
groups submission.  

 
RESOLVED to note the report. 

 

RESOLVED to reinstate standing orders. 

 

100.18  Annual Accounts: To approve the annual accounts for the year ended 31 

March 2018  

 

 Members reviewed the Annual Accounts as shown in appendix 1. Cllr 

Levell as Chairman of Finance presented the accounts and advised that the 

Finance and Policy Committee had scrutinised the account and were happy 

to present them to the Full Council for approval.  

 

And it was… 

 

 RESOLVED to approve the annual accounts. 
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101.18    Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
 

Cllr Levell as Chairman of Finance introduced the item and explained that 
the AGAR must be approved by the Full Council. He advised that the 
Finance and Policy Committee had reviewed the AGAR in its entirety.  
 
Cllr Levell read the report of the Internal Auditor, shown in Appendix 2, who 
was satisfied that the Town Council was meeting all its statutory 
requirements. 
 

a. To receive and approve the Annual Governance Statement. 
Members reviewed the Annual Governance Statement as shown in 
appendix 3 and it was… 
 
RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement 
 

b. To receive and approve the Accounting Statements. 
 
Members reviewed the Statement of Accounts as shown in appendix 3 and 
it was… 
 
RESOLVED to approve the Statement of Accounts. 

 

102.18    Accounts for payment: To receive the payments lists. 

Members reviewed the payment lists as shown below and it was…. 
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Date Paid Payee Name Cheque Ref Amount Paid Authorized Ref Transaction Detail 

20/04/2018 Corby Borough Council 301053 50.00 
 

Civic Event 20/4/18 

20/04/2018 Castle Theatre 301054 30.00  Civic Event 19/5/18 

20/04/2018 Mrs M Allen 301052 -75.00  Refund for hire of Saxon Hall 

20/04/2018 Raunds Hardware & Pet Supplies BANK TRANS 61.91  Various Items 

20/04/2018 ENC BANK TRANS 188.94  Grounds Maintenance 

21/04/2018 Southern Electric DD 61.30  Electricity Unmetered Supply 

21/04/2018 Wireless Logic DD 73.45  Electronic Sign Charges Mar 18 

25/04/2018 The Mayor's Charities 301055 10.00  Civic Event 10/5/18 

26/04/2018 NCC Chairman's Charities 301056 30.00  Civic Event 13/5/18 

27/04/2018 Southern Electric DD 205.45  Floodlighting Church 

27/04/2018 Staff Salaries  BANK TRANS 6885.70  April Salaries 

 

Total Payments 35,965.40 
 

 

 
 

RESOLVED to note the payments 

 

103.18    The Market Square/Marshall Road car park: 
 

a) Air Ambulance Clothing Recycling Bin: to consider a request from Air 
Ambulance for a clothing recycling bin to be located on the market 
Square. 
 
Members considered the request from the Air Ambulance to locate a 
clothing bin on the Town Square. All agreed that it was a very worthwhile 
cause that they wished to support. However, it was agreed that The 
Square would not be a good location due to logistics and potential loss of 
a parking space. 
 
It was agreed that Air Ambulance may find that either Asda or Co-op 
prove to be a better location for them. 
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RESOLVED that if Air Ambulance are unable to secure a bin at either 
Co-op or Asda then Saxon Hall would be offered as a location. 

 
b) Beach on The Square: to consider the creation of a “Beach on the 

Square” for the summer.  
 
The Clerk explained that a suggestion had been made for the Council to 
introduce a “Beach on the Square” style attraction for the summer. This 
would be similar to the attractions in Wellingborough and Northampton. 
 
Initial investigations had shown that the cost of a professional installation 
would be between £5-£12k. No budget had been set for this. The Council 
would also need to consider, staffing, safety checks risk assessments and 
so on. 
 
Following discussion, it was agreed that this would be an excellent 
attraction for the Town. But that without an agreed budget for 2018 it 
would not be feasible to proceed unless external funding could be 
sourced. 
 
It was agreed that the Mayor would discuss the matter with local 
businesses. 
 
RESOLVED that  
a. Unless external funding was sourced the proposal could not 

proceed in 2018;  
b. The Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee fully 

investigate the costs and make a proposal for 2019 which could 
be included in the budget for the next financial year. 

 
c) Ice cream van: to consider a request for an ice cream and refreshment 

pod to be regularly situated on The Square  
 

Members reviewed the report of the Clerk as shown in appendix 4 and 
following brief discussion it was… 
 

RESOLVED that the refreshment pod could trade on the Square 
during the Friday market and at other times as agreed with the 
Council and subject to the Councils’ normal terms of hire. 

 
 
 

d) Marshalls Road carpark: to consider the removal of the height restriction 
barrier. 

 
Members reviewed correspondence from a local retailer. During 
discussion it was agreed that it would not be possible to remove the 
height barrier at the Marshalls Road carpark as the barrier was required to 
ensure the security of the carpark. 
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It was agreed that all local businesses should comply with local parking 
regulations. 
 
Following discussion, it was… 
 
RESOLVED that the Mayor would write to the retailer to explain the 
situation. 

 
104.18 Local Government Reform: To consider information from East 

Northamptonshire Council regarding the reorganisation of local 
government in Northamptonshire.  

  
 Members received the bulletin as shown in Appendix 5 and following 

discussion it was… 
 
 RESOLVED to note the information and that the Town Council would 

fully engage with the consultation at the appropriate time. 
 
105.18 Pathfinder Meeting: To consider any further actions required following 

the recent Pathfinder meeting. 
 
 The Clerk outlined that Raunds was part of the Pathfinder project run by 

Northamptonshire County Council. 
  
 The Pathfinder project enabled communities to receive: 
 

• a flood survey undertaken by civil engineers which produces a 

maintenance plan 

• support in developing emergency plans 

• engagement with community to promote flood awareness 

• support in developing longer term solutions such as applying for funding 

• training and support for Flood Wardens 

Councillors and residents had recently attended an information evening 
run by NCC where the flood survey and maintenance plans were 
explained. 
 
It had become apparent that there were a number of culverts in Raunds 
that required maintenance and following discussion it was…. 
RESOLVED that the Clerk would contact the external funding 
manager at East Northamptonshire Council to see if funding was 
available to restore the culverts. 

 
106.18 Annual Report: to consider the Annual Report and to delegate to the 

Clerk in consultation with the Mayor the preparation and distribution of the 
final print version.  
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 This item was deferred 

 
107.18 Dropped Kerb Bassfords Recreation Ground: to consider modifying the 

dropped kerb at Bassfords recreation ground. 
 
 The Clerk explained that whilst a dropped kerb had been installed it had 

become apparent that it needed to be wider to accommodate the width of 
some of the vehicles entering the field, in addition it would be 
advantageous to take the tarmac all the way to the gate. 

  
 Following discussion, it was… 
 
 RESOLVED to ask the original contractor to complete this work. 

 
108.18 Raunds Business Forum: to consider a request from Raunds Business 

forum for free use of Saxon Hall for monthly meetings. 
  

Members considered the request from Raunds Business Group and it 
was… 

 
 RESOLVED to  

a) Approve the request and allow the group free use of Saxon Hall 
for 1 year; 

b) Either the Mayor or Deputy would update the group with Town 
Council news. 

 
109.18 St Peters Churchyard: to consider correspondence from a resident 

regarding a tree St Peters Churchyard. 
 
 Members reviewed a request from a resident for a tree in St Peter’s 

Churchyard to be pollarded. It was  
 

RESOLVED that a site visit would be undertaken as part of the 
Annual Tour of Inspection and a proposal made to the Full Council 
meeting. 
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110.18 Communications: to consider the publication of regular council and civic 

updates in the Raunds Round up 
 
 Following brief discussion, it was... 
 
 RESOLVED that this item should be considered in more detail by the 

Finance and Policy Committee. But that the Mayor was free to supply 
the Raunds Roundup with their own Mayoral report at any time. 

 
111.18      Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

The press and public will be excluded from the following agenda items 

due to the confidential nature of the business under the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

b) to consider information from East Northamptonshire Council (if 
received) and to consider the next steps required in the purchase of 
the library building. 

No update had been received from ENC and the time of the meeting. 
Following discussion is was… 

RESOLVED to make an application to ENC for the library building to 
be registered as an Asset of Community Value. 

 
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 21:30 

 
 

Approved: ....………….…......………..……………...………. ….. (Town Mayor) 
 
 
Meeting date: .…........................10 July 2018........................……. (Council) 
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Appendix 1: Annual Accounts 

Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 March 2018 

   

2018 
  

2017 
 

  

£ £ 
 

£ £ 
 Income 

       Precept (Council Tax) 
  

325,845 
  

305,017 
 

   

 

    Revenue from Assets 
  

 

    Saxon Hall Hiring 
 

32,759  
 

43,788 
  Town Hall 

 
27,970  

 

29,808 
  Cemetery 

 
13,224  

 

11,957 
  Market Rents 

 
2,203  

 

2,596 
  Other Open Spaces 

 
2,753  

 

4,862 
  

  

 78,909 
  

93,011 
 Other Income 

 
  

    Sponsorship 
 

4,147  
 

4,774 
  Other 

 
1,368  

 

7,636 
  

  

 5,515 
  

12,410 
 

  

  

    Total Income 
 

 410,269 
  

410,438 
 

  

  

    Expenditure on Assets 
 

  

    Administration 
 

131,505  
 

143,422 
  Saxon Hall 

 
56,495  

 

63,865 
  Town Hall 

 
30,875  

 

22,541 
  Grounds Maintenance Contract 

 
42,533  

 

51,831 
  Public Conveniences 

 
13,572  

 

12,796 
  Expenditure on Other Open Spaces 49,042  

 

29,100 
  

  

 324,021 
  

323,555 
 Other Expenditure 

 
  

    Tourism 
 

25,172  
 

27,036 
  Repayment of Loan for Saxon Hall 0  

 

21,618 
  Youth work 

 
8,341  

 

9,079 
  Other Expenditure 

 
1,067  

 

481 
  

  

 34,580 
  

36,596 
 

  

  

    Total Expenditure 
 

 358,601 
  

360,151 
 

  

  

    Income less Expenditure 
 

 51,668 
  

50,287 
 

  

  

    Transfers to Earmarked Reserves  (47,500) 
  

(47,270)  

  

 

     Net Income 
  

£4,168 
  

£3,017 
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Balance Sheet at 31 March 2018  

     Notes   
  

2018 
 

2017 
 

    
£ 

 
£ 

 
Assets 

       
Debtors   1 

  
    10,088 

 
33,632 

 
Bank and Cash Balances  2 

  
545,645 

 
517,362 

 

        
Total Assets    

  
555,733 

 
550,994 

 
      

     
Liabilities    

  
(3,164) 

 
(2,361) 

 

        
Net Assets    

  
£552,569 

 
£548,633 

 
    

      
Represented by    

      
Total Reserves  

   
£552,569 

 
£548,633 

 
  

      
 

     
   

       
 

        

  General  Section 106  Other Earmarked Total  

Notes  3 4  

  £  £  £  £  

At 31 March 2017  229,404 157,468 161,761 548,633 

Capital receipts    47,070 
 

47,070 

Transfers   0 47,500 47,500 

Capital 
expenditure  

  (47,070) (47,672) (94,742) 

Surplus for year  4,168     4,168 

At 31 March 2018 233,572 157,468 161,589 552,569 
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Notes to the accounts 

1)       Debtors 
  

 

  

  
2018  2017 

 

  
      £        £ 

 Trade Debtors 
 

2,124  1,247 
 VAT 

 
7,964  32,385 

 

  
10,088  33,632 

       

2)       Bank and Cash Balances 
 

 

  

  
2018  2017 

 

  
       £        £ 

 Bank and Cash Balances 120,645  92,362 
 Public Sector Deposit Fund 425,000  425,000 
 

  
545,645  517,362 

 3) Section 106 Reserves  

Section 106 reserves are monies which have been paid to the Town Council by housebuilders / 

commercial builders carrying out development in the local area. Monies paid are subject to legal 

agreements and are repayable to developers if the works agreed are not carried out within the 

agreed timescale.  

4) Other Earmarked Reserves  

The Town Council holds reserves earmarked for specific projects, for example improvements to 

the Town’s CCTV system and elections. 

5) Capital Assets  

The Town Council, in line with proper accounting practices for local councils, values its capital 

assets at cost. At 31 March 2018 the Town Council held total capital assets of £3,859,890. This is 

an increase of £94,742 from 31 March 2017. No capital assets were disposed of during the year.  
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Appendix 2: Annual Governance Audit Report 

Northants CALC IAS 

 

Internal Audit Report 
 

Name of council: Raunds Town Council 

Name of Internal Auditor: John Marshall Date of report: 07.06.2018 

Year ending: 31 March 2018 Date audit carried out: 07.06.2018 

 
Internal audit is the periodic independent review of a council’s internal controls resulting in an 
assurance report designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the activities and operating 
procedures under the council’s control.  Managing the council’s internal controls should be a  
day-to-day function of the staff and management and not left for internal audit.  This report is based 
on the evidence examined and made available to us.  It would be incorrect to view internal audit as 
the detailed inspection of every record and transaction of the Council in order to detect error or fraud.  
Consequently the report is limited to those matters set out below. 
 

The council is required to take appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal 
and external audit and to respond to matters brought to its attention by internal and external 
audit. Failure to take appropriate action may lead to a qualified audit opinion. 
 

To the Chairman of the Council: 
 

I carried out the year-end audit of the Council on 07 June.  I met with Kate Houlihan,  
Clerk and RFO to the Council and would take this opportunity to thank Kate and her staff for their time 
and assistance.   
 
I previously carried out an in-year audit in January, when I drew the Council’s attention to one audit 
issue relating to reporting and minuting of the internal controls checks.  I noted at this visit that the 
issue has been fully and properly addressed by the Council.  Having reviewed most of the 
governance items at the in-year visit, this year-end visit focussed more on financial matters including 
a review of the Council’s financial reserves and the council’s procedures for managing payments, 
including following the audit trail for a number of randomly selected invoices.  I am satisfied that the 
procedures, including financial recording and reporting as well as monitoring and review of payments 
by the Internal Controls Councillor(s) are both robust and sound.   
 
The last year has been one of significant achievement and development for the Council, with the 
granting of the Gold Standard of the Local Councils Award Scheme for which the Council should be 
congratulated.  The Gold Standard is the hallmark of best practice and excellence in governance and 
both my in-year and year-end audits confirmed that to be the case.  The Council is well served by a 
combination of competent and efficient staff and engaged Councillors and the lack of identified audit 
issues is testimony to the consistently high standards of compliance and business delivery that the 
Council achieves.  
 
Through examination of the website, hard evidence and questioning, I tested all of the objectives of 
internal controls set out in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) and I am 
satisfied that all of the internal controls objectives have been meet.  Accordingly, I have completed 
and signed off the Internal Audit Report, part of the AGAR as required.    

 
John Marshall     
Internal Auditor to the Council 
07505 139832 
wjm.marshall1@gmail.com 

mailto:wjm.marshall1@gmail.com
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The figures submitted in the Annual Return are: 
 

 
Year ending 

31 March 2017 
Year ending 

31 March 2018 

1. Balances brought forward 498,346 548,633 

2. Annual precept 305,017 325,845 

3. Total other receipts 194,411 131,434 

4. Staff costs 139,817 135,830 

5. Loan interest/capital repayments 0 0 

6. Total other payments 309,324 317,513 

7. Balances carried forward 548,633 552,569 

8. Total cash and investments 517,362 545,645 

9. Total fixed assets and long-term assets 3,765,147 3,859,890 

10. Total borrowings 0 0 
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Appendix 3 – Statement of Account 
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Appendix 4: Ice Cream Van 

Summary: 

A request from a local trader to have a regular space on the Town Square 

Attachments:  

Picture of proposed unit 

1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background 
 
A local resident is starting a business. This will primarily be an ice cream business, but they have 

the flexibility to sell tea/coffee and soup from their unit. 

They have requested space on The Square for the Friday market, which would be covered under 

the existing terms and conditions for market traders. However, they have also asked if they would 

be able to trade on the Square at other times. 

A picture of the type of unit (new) that is being proposed is attached. 

Recommendation 

That members of the council consider the request. 

 

Proposed Unit: 
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Appendix 5: Local Government Reform – Information from ENC 

Town and Parish Council Briefing 

Title: 
Local Government Reform in Northamptonshire - Town and parish council bulletin No 

1             

Summary: We know that you all have many questions about local government reform in Northamptonshire. 

Naturally, you want to know how the process will work and how it will affect you and the work that you do. 

We don’t have all the answers at this point but through this bulletin, which we aim to issue approximately 

every two weeks, we aim to keep you updated on the latest developments and the progress of the unitary 

activity.   

Further information: 

Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) has significant financial challenges. In January 2018, the Secretary of 

State for Housing, Communities and Local Government at the time, Sajid Javid, appointed Max Caller to carry 

out a Best Value Review of NCC. 

In his report, published in March 2018, Mr Caller concluded that NCC’s financial, cultural and structural 

problems could not be solved in isolation. He recommended that plans be developed for two unitary 

authorities to be introduced, one covering the north (Corby, East Northamptonshire, Kettering and 

Wellingborough) and the other covering the west (Daventry, Northampton and South Northamptonshire) of 

the county. These would replace the current two-tier system consisting of NCC and the seven District and 

Borough Councils (the principal authorities). 

The newly appointed Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, James 

Brokenshire, recently announced the appointment of commissioners into NCC - this was also a key 

recommendation of the Best Value report. They are Tony McArdle, lead commissioner, and Brian Roberts, 

finance lead, and both are very experienced senior local government officers. Over the coming months they 

will work with NCC officers and members to provide stronger leadership and improve financial stability. 

The Secretary of State has invited proposals from any council or group of councils in the county, and has 

expressed a strong preference for one proposal that is signed up to by everyone. He has stipulated that any 

proposal must adhere to the following criteria: 

• A single county-wide unitary is explicitly excluded as an option 

• Each new proposed authority must have a population substantially in excess of 300,000  

• The proposal must be based on existing council boundaries 
 

The Leaders and Chief Executives of all eight councils have jointly procured consultants to help develop the 

submission, which must be on the Secretary of State’s desk by 31 August 2018 – an extension to the original 

deadline of 27 July, which was granted following a request from Chief Executives.  This is good news as it 

creates the opportunity for more extensive local community engagement and consultation, and the 

development of locally generated proposals. 

Consultation with town and parish councils will take place later in June.  Locations, dates and times are being 

finalised and you will receive an invitation to a session soon.  We encourage you to attend and help shape 

the proposal. 
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Public consultation will start on 13 June 2018 and will run until 27 July 2018. This will include an online 

questionnaire with paper copies available on request (locations for this will be confirmed), a representative 

phone survey of residents, focus groups with residents and events with other stakeholders. All details will be 

published on each council’s website and in the local press and we’d appreciate your support in encouraging 

people to have their say.  As well as our official group consultation, other consultations may take place at the 

same time (for example, BBC Northamptonshire plans to host focus groups and Question Time- style public 

sessions). It’s really important that the public understands that for their comments to be considered to shape 

the actual proposal we submit to government, they must take part in the official Local Government Reform 

Northamptonshire consultation.   

We have compiled a list of FAQs, which is available on our website at www.east-

northamptonshire.gov.uk/yourcouncil to help residents understand this process, and we would appreciate 

your support in signposting people to this information.  The list will be added to as we move through the 

process and more answers become available to us. 

Look out for further updates in the next bulletin. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please contact 

your usual link in the council that sent you this bulletin. 

 

Originator: 

From the councils of Corby, Daventry, East Northamptonshire, Kettering, 

Northampton, Northamptonshire County, South Northamptonshire and 

Wellingborough 

Contact details: doliver@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk  or 01832 742105  

Approved by CMT                Yes          No 

 

 

http://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/yourcouncil
http://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/yourcouncil
mailto:doliver@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk

