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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes: 11 June 2019 Time 7.30pm.
PRESENT:
Cllr R Levell (Chair), Cllr L Wilkes, Cllr R Tyman, Cllr H Howell, Cllr D
Hughes, Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr O Curtis, Cllr J Duff,
IN ATTENDANCE
Miss Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk, Minutes
Miss Joanne Coduri, Assistant to the Clerk
76.19

Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr S Hughes, Cllr R Beattie, Cllr D
Jones, Cllr N Beck
RESOLVED to note the apologies

77.19

Notification of requests from members of the public to address
the meeting in compliance with adopted protocol.
Mr Peter Wathen had made a request to address the meeting in
respect of Raunds Library. The Mayor had agreed that Mr Wathen
should address the meeting immediately ahead of the item on the
library.

78.19

Notification of members questions in compliance with the
council’s standing orders.
NONE RECEIVED

79.19

Declarations of Interest.
COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY
ITEM THEN THEY SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST AND LEAVE THE
MEETING FOR THAT ITEM

Cllr Tirebuck declared an interest in item 95.19 as one of the
organisers of the Festival of Transport.
Cllr Howell declared an interest in item 94.19 as a member of the
Twinning Association
Cllr Levell declared an interest in item 94.19 as a member of the
Twinning Association.
80.19

Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held 14 May
2019.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 14
May 2019 be confirmed as a true record.
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81.19

Committee report: To receive the report of the Environment Leisure
and Recreation Committee held on 23 May 2019
Cllr Wilkes presented the minutes (forming the report) of the
Environment, Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 23 May 2019
and answered members questions thereon.
Cllr Wilkes drew members attention to the ongoing success of the
Saturday market and noted that the trial was being extended for a
further three months.
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations
duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Environment, Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 23 May
2019 be agreed.

82.19

Committee report: To receive the report of the Events Committee held
on 28 May 2019
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Events
Committee held on 28 May 2019 and answered members questions
thereon.
Cllr Howell noted that the D Day event had been successful and
advised members that work was ongoing for the picnic as a band had
pulled out.
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations
duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Events Committee held on 28 May 2019 be agreed.

83.19

Committee report: To receive the report of the Planning Committee
held on 30 May 2019
Cllr Duff presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning
Committee held on 30 May 2019 and answered members questions
thereon.
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations
duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Planning Committee held 30 May 2019 be agreed.

84.19

Committee report: To receive the report of the Finance and Policy
Committee held on 4 June 2019
Cllr Hughes presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Finance
and Policy Committee held on 4 June 2019 and answered members
questions thereon.
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The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations
duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Finance and Policy Committee held on 4 June 2019be agreed.
85.19

District Councillors Report
Cllr Greenwood Smith addressed the meeting and reported on
progress with the Enterprise Centre. A grant of £1.7m had been
awarded from SEMLEP towards the costs. Construction work was
about to begin. The operator for the building was due to be appointed
in the coming weeks.
The Licensing Committee had a number of panels coming up, relating
to both taxi licenses and premises licenses.
Cllr Wathen addressed the meeting and noted that an application for
housing on Meadow Lane was going to be considered by the Planning
Management Committee at ENC, he noted that the Town Council had
objected to the application and may wish to speak at the meeting.
He also explained that the developers of the BB8 warehousing off Brick
Kiln Road were set to bring forward a new application for two smaller
warehousing units. Although the formal application hadn’t been
received by ENC.
The reports were noted.

86.19

County Councillors Report
Cllr Hughes reported on the recent serious case reviews that had been
commented on in the media in relation to Children’s Services.
The report was noted.

87.19

Town Mayors Report

Raunds Town Council Mayor’s Activities – May 2019
11 May

Playmates garden fete *

11 May

Imogen’s Next Step auction
evening *

11 May

Chairman of ENC charity
supper *

13 May

Higham Ferrers Mayor Making
*

I attended this annual fete, designed to raise funds
for the pre-school. The weather stayed fair and the
fund-raising was successful.
I attended this evening event held in the Football
Club. The purpose was to raise additional funds for
physiotherapy treatment for Imogen Roberts, a
three-year-old from Raunds. I am delightedly to
report that they smashed their target.
I supported this final fund-raising event for Prostate
Cancer UK organised by Cllr Wendy Brackenbury,
then chairman of ENC. The supper was followed by
parlour games.
I was pleased to represent RTC at the election of
Cllr Chris O’Rourke as Mayor of Higham Ferrers.
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14 May

RAF Wittering Freedom
Parade

15 May

Election of new Chairman at
ENC *

16 May

Northampton Borough Council
Mayor Making

19 May

Raunds Mayor’s Show *

I attended a ceremony and march past to celebrate
the award of the Freedom of the City of
Peterborough to RAF Wittering. Civic guests were
able to chat to service personnel from the base over
coffee afterwards.
I was pleased to represent RTC at the election of
Raunds’ own Cllr Dudley Hughes as the new
Chairman of ENC.
I was pleased to represent RTC at the election of
Cllr Nas Choudary as Mayor of Northampton
Borough.
This fourth Mayor’s Show was another success for
the town and the Town Council. The entertainment
was novel, the weather held (just!), and reactions
from residents seem to have been positive. As last
year, the highlight for me was the children’s races
and the tug of war contests, with the ladies beating
the men for the second year running. A number of
civic guests attended, and I know they were
impressed and went away to spread the word about
the good things that happen in Raunds.

* Occasion where I was joined by the Mayoress, Mrs Magdalena Levell.

88.19

Annual Accounts: To approve the annual accounts
Cllr Levell presented the accounts as shown in appendix 1 and
answered members questions thereon.
Members thanked the Clerk and Cllr Levell for preparing the accounts
and following discussion it was…
RESOLVED to approve the accounts.

89.19

Annual Governance and Accountability Return:
Cllr Levell as Vice-Chairman of the Finance and Policy Committee
introduced the item and explained that the AGAR must be approved by
the Full Council.
Cllr Levell noted that Internal Auditor had signed off their section of the
form as shown in Appendix 2, the Internal Auditor was satisfied that the
Town Council was meeting all its statutory requirements. His full report
would be received shortly.
88.19 a To receive
Statement.

and

approve

the

Annual

Governance

Members reviewed the Annual Governance Statement as shown in
appendix 3. The Clerk read the assertions and reminded members that
a review of Risk Management, Insurance and Internal Controls had
taken place in February 2019 and been presented to the council.
and it was…
RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2018/19
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88.19b To receive and approve the Accounting Statements.
Members reviewed the Statement of Accounts as shown in appendix 4
and it was…
RESOLVED to approve the Accounting Statements 2018/19.
90.19

Payments Lists: To receive the payment lists.
Members reviewed the payment lists as below
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Following discussion, it was….
RESOLVED to approve the payment lists
91.19

NALC Star Council Awards: To consider entering the NALC star
council awards 2019.
Members reviewed the information regarding the star council awards
and following discussion it was…
RESOLVED that the Town Council enter the wards with the focus
on the work that is done to tackle social isolation and community
engagement.

92.19

Local Government Reform Northamptonshire: To receive a briefing
on Local Government Reform in Northamptonshire
Members reviewed the briefing as shown in Appendix 5 and it was
noted that Unitary Authorities would come into being on the 1st April
2021.
It was noted that town and parish elections would take place in May
2020.
RESOLVED to note the report.

93.19

Past Mayors Medals: To note that the council no longer has a supply
of past Mayor’s medals and to consider the purchase and design of
new medals.
It was agreed that Mayors should have their term of office noted with
the award of a past mayor’s medal. As the council no longer has a
stock of these it seemed appropriate to reconsider the design.
It was agreed that a working party of Cllr D Hughes, Cllr H Howell and
Cllr O Curtis would be formed to review the medals and bring the
matter to the Council for consideration.
RESOLVED that the working party will bring a proposal to the Full
Council for consideration.

94.19
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Anniversary of VE Day: To consider holding an event in 2020 to
mark the 75th Anniversary of VE Day.
75th

Members noted that the 75th Anniversary of VE day was on Friday 8th
May 2020. The date had recently been declared a bank holiday by the
government.
It was agreed that the Events Committee be asked to come up with a
proposal for the event and it was noted that it was important that the
date and format of the event be agreed so that it can be publicised well
in advance. It was noted that the publicity for the D Day event had not
been seen by a wide enough audience.
95.19

Higham Ferrers/ Raunds - Hachenburg Twining Association: To
consider a grant application from the Raunds and Hachenburg
Twinning Association
Members reviewed a grant application from the twinning association.
The grant would go towards the costs of entertaining guests from
Hachenburg during their stay in July 2019.
Following discussion, it was...
RESOLVED that the Town Council would fund lunch at Burghley
House for the Hachenburg guests at a cost of £330.

96.19

Raunds Festival of Transport: To consider a request from the
Raunds Festival of Transport for the use of council land
Members reviewed the request from the Raunds Festival of Transport
and following detailed discussion it was…
RESOLVED that:
a) use of the curved steps outside the Town Hall is approved.
b) that use of Marshalls Road Car Park for disabled parking is
approved
c) Use of Town Council equipment: e.g. road closed signs, litter
pickers, cones is approved.
d) the use of Bassfords for children’s amusements, specialist
vehicles and parking is not approved.
e) that the Festival of Transport are offered free use of Millfield
for children’s amusements, specialist vehicles and parking.

97.19

Windmill School Summer Fair: To receive a request for the use of
Millfield for Windmill Schools Summer Fair
Members reviewed the request from RWSA (PTA) for windmill school
to use Millfield for Parking for the Windmill School summer fair.
Following discussion it was…
RESOLVED to approve the request subject to the field conditions
on the day and suitable marshalling for the parking.

54
98.19

Raunds Carnival:
a) Exclusion of the press and public: The press and public will be
excluded from the following agenda item due to the confidential nature
of the business under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act
1960
RESOLVED that the public and press be excluded from the
meeting

b) To consider correspondence regarding Raunds Carnival
Public and Press will be invited to return to the meeting
Members reviewed correspondence in relation to Raunds Carnival
c) To consider that the Carnival will now incorporate the Raunds Classic
Car Show and to consider the impact of this on the use of Amos
Lawrence.
Members considered the fact that Raunds Classic were advertising an
event to be held on the same day as the Carnival at Amos Lawrence
playing field.
Following detailed discussion, it was…
RESOLVED that
a) The Council has not received an application for Raunds
Classic to be held and therefore no permission has been
granted for this event.
b) The Clerk is to write to the organisers of the Carnival
reminding them that as no permission has been granted by the
landowner for the event, any insurance held for the Raunds
Classic is likely to be null and void.
98.19

Raunds Library
Mr Peter Wathen addressed the meeting as the Chairman of Raunds
Community Library Trust (RCLT)
He spoke about the work the RCLT were doing and the need for
continued support from the Town Council moving forward.
RESOLVED to note the report.
a) To receive information from Northamptonshire County Council
regarding Raunds Library
Exclusion of the press and public:
The press and public will be excluded from the following agenda items
due to the confidential nature of the business under the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960
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b) To consider the future of Raunds Library as a community managed
library.
RESOLVED that a working party be convened to consider the
matter.
99.19

Belmont Gardens: To consider correspondence regarding land off
Belmont Gardens
Members reviewed the correspondence and it was….
RESOLVED that the Clerk should write to the owner of the land
offering to lift the covenant on the land in return for a financial
settlement.
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 21:29
Approved: ....………….…......………………...………. ….. (Town Mayor)
Meeting date: .…......................9 July 2019...........……. (Council)

56
Appendix 1 – Annual Accounts:
Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 March 2019
2019
£

£

2018
£

£

Income
Precept (Council Tax)

442,912

325,845

Revenue from Assets
Saxon Hall Hiring

39,369

32,759

Town Hall

32,433

27,970

Cemetery

10,863

13,224

Market Rents

2,180

2,203

Other Open Spaces

2,294

2,753
87,139

78,909

Other Income
Sponsorship

4,498

4,147

Bank Interest

2,790

1,106

Other

2,353

262

Total Income

9,641

5,515

539,692

410,269

Expenditure on Assets
Administration

142,153

131,505

Saxon Hall

62,093

56,495

Town Hall

32,139

30,875

Grounds Maintenance Contract

49,244

42,532

Public Conveniences

13,828

13,572

Other Open Spaces

48,787

49,042
348,244

324,021

Other Expenditure
Tourism and Events

38,919

25,172

Community Development

3,565

8,341

Other Expenditure

1,354

1,067
43,838

34,580

Total Expenditure

392,082

358,601

Income less Expenditure

147,610

51,668

Transfers to Reserves
Devolved Services (inc. Library)

82,000

0

Capital Projects Deferred

21,000

0

Transfer to Earmarked Reserves

42,000

47,500

Total Transfers
Net Income

(145,000)

(47,500)

£2,610

£4,168

Balance Sheet at 31 March 2019
2019

2018
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Notes

£

£

16,058

10,088

754,611

545,645

770,669

555,733

(3,310)

(3,164)

£767,359

£552,569

£767,359

£552,569

Assets
Debtors
Bank and Cash
Balances

1
2

Total Assets
Liabilities

3

Net Assets
Represented by
Total Reserves

Other Earmarked
General
Notes

At 31 March
2018

4

3

£

£

£

233,512

157,468

161,589

552,569

131,172

20,000

151,172

0

145,000

145,000

(21,449)

(62,543)

(83,992)

Transfers
Capital
expenditure

At 31 March
2019

Section 106

£

Capital receipts

Surplus for year

Total

2,610
236,122

2,610
267,191

264,046

767,359
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Notes to the accounts
1) Debtors
2019

2018

£

£

Trade Debtors

6,438

2,124

VAT

9,620

7,964

16,058

10,088

2019

2018

2) Bank and Cash Balances
£

£

Bank and Cash Balances

329,611

120,645

Public Sector Deposit Fund

425,000

425,000

754,611

545,645

3)

Liabilities
2019

2018

£

£

Accruals

1,200

1,200

Deferred Revenue

1,635

1,610

Customer Deposits

475
3310

4)

354
3164

Section 106 Reserves
Section 106 reserves are monies which have been paid to the Town Council by
housebuilders / commercial builders carrying out development in the local area. Monies
paid are subject to legal agreements and are repayable to developers if the works
agreed are not carried out within the agreed timescale.

5)

Other Earmarked Reserves
The Town Council holds reserves earmarked for specific projects, for example
improvements to the Town’s CCTV system and elections.

6)

Capital Assets
The Town Council, in line with proper accounting practices for local councils, values its
capital assets at cost. At 31 March 2019 the Town Council held total capital assets of
£3,943,882. This is an increase of £83,992 from 31 March 2018. No capital assets were
disposed of during the year.
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Appendix 2: Internal Auditor
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Appendix 3: Annual Governance Statement:
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Appendix 4: Accounting Statements
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Appendix 5: Local Government Reform:

