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Saxon Hall

The Saxon Hall is an ideal modern venue, conveniently
situated in the centre of Raunds.
The Hall can be hire for any occasion from parties,
wedding receptions, conferences and community
groups for up to 250 people.
It is competitively priced having three halls which can
be used in any combination, two meeting rooms,
kitchen facilities, disabled access and baby changing
facilities.
The Saxon Hall car park has 50 spaces that include 2
disabled spaces available for hirers.
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Introduction
Welcome to the Annual Report for Raunds Town Council. Your
Town Council consists of 12 Councillors, elected for a four-year
term with the next ordinary elections due in May 2019.
Councillors are not paid for their work on the Council with all
members of the Council giving their time on a voluntary basis.
The Councillors are supported in their work by a team, led by
the Town Clerk, Kate Houlihan, The Council employs 8 staff
including administrative staff, site supervisors and an office
apprentice. The staff implement the decisions of the Council
and manage the day to day running of council facilities.
The Council operates with five principal committees – Policy &
Resources; Finance; Planning, Environment, Leisure &
Recreation (ELR); and Personnel. This report outlines the work

of each committee, with the exception of the Personnel
committee whose work is mainly confidential
The positions of Mayor and Deputy Mayor, together with the
membership of the various committees, are decided each year
at the Annual Meeting held in May.
The Council owns and operates the Town Hall which provides
office space for the Council’s administration. Surplus office
space is leased to a number of local businesses, and recently
the Town Hall has been licensed as a wedding venue. In
addition to the Hall, the Council owns and manages the Saxon
Hall, which is an ideal venue for parties, weddings, other social
events, fitness classes and corporate meetings. This facility is
regularly used by a number of community groups.
If you wish to contact the Council we would be happy to hear
from you personally. Email info@raunds-tc.gov.uk, or phone
01933 622087. The Council office is also open to visitors
weekdays between 9.30am and 2.00pm.
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Report from the Town Mayor
My second year as Mayor has
been very busy, I have tried my
best to represent our town at as
many events as possible,
throughout the district and
beyond. This year I decided to
support The Air Ambulance as
my chosen charity.
On a glorious sunny day, 11th June last year, the town got
together to celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday. We held a
celebration picnic at Bassfords
Recreation Ground and had a
fantastic day with modern live music
and old-fashioned war time sing-along’s, all ending with a glorious flagwaving rendition of God Save the
Queen led by the very talented local
singer, Tracey Barker. We enjoyed
strawberries & cream and the beer tent supplied by Raunds
Cricket Club, thanks to Nigel Ogden and his team.
We had a fabulous turn out for the
Remembrance Service parade again,
and a big thanks to David Thoday from
the British Legion, the Brownies,
Guides, Cadets and everyone else
who joined us to make it the largest
afternoon parade in East Northants.
We were fortunate to have dry weather
again.

In October we had our first Halloween
party for the little ones held at the Saxon
Hall. It was a big success, and the
children and parents had great fun
dressing up and scaring all the staff. We
will be doing the same again this year on
30th October, so watch out for the
promotional material.
The Methodist Hall was full at the Mayor’s carol service in
December. It was great to see so many
youngsters getting involved from Park
Infants School, Windmill School, St.
Peters School and Manor School, all
enjoying the singing and wonderful
performances by everyone. A big thanks
and warm welcome to our new Methodist
Minister, The Reverend Kim Shorley.
This year we had a very successful Christmas lights switch on
– Snowy’s Winter Wonderland! It was a bit cold, but we were
soon warmed up by the amazing fire eater, children singing
and local talent. We went for a more traditional theme with
old-fashioned rides and stalls, and it seemed to be a great
success. We are always trying to improve on the lights and
as you will see we are investing in new displays, as seen on
the trees on the bank at Saxon Hall and elsewhere around the
town. We do hope you like
them and will continue to
support us by attending this
fantastic family event: put it in
your diary for this coming
year, Sunday 26th November.

I have been raising funds for the Air Ambulance at events
throughout the year, with my main event being the Burns
Night celebration held on Saturday 21st January at The
Snooks here in Raunds. It was a total sell out, with Mayors
and Chairmen from as far as Hunstanton coming to enjoy the
event. We had a
fantastic
night
with performances
from local actor
Michael Nardone,
his
wonderfully
talented son Ben
and
daughter
Leila, along with
famous Scottish
actors John Bett and Sarah Collier. We were also entertained
by The Jacobites, a fantastically talented Scottish ceilidh band
from Edinburgh. Two members of the Clanranald Trust,
Darren and Wayne performed a sword wielding combat
enactment, which was very exciting!! The traditional Scottish
food and venue were amazing, and a big thanks to Mark and
his team from The Snooks.
In March I had my Civic Service and Citizens Awards service
at St Peters Church led by Reverend Canon Stephen K Prior
from Rushden as Reverend Shena Bell has retired. She was
greatly missed and we wish her all the very best for the future.
The church was packed with Mayors and Chairmen from all
over the county and beyond. It was a celebration of the good
citizens we have here in Raunds. It was an absolute pleasure
to award certificates to residents who were recognised for
their contribution and achievements within our community. A
big thank you to all who nominated and all the recipients,
keep up the good work. This has been the second year I
have held Citizens Awards, hopefully we can continue to
recognise our good citizens in future years. This year’s

recipients were: Ben Nardone, Suzanne Porter, Geoff Dyne,
Peggy Day, Karen Seamarks, Richard Haseldine, Tracey
Barker, Michelle Bates and Michael Nardone. A massive
thanks for all the help Michael and his family have given to me
in arranging and supporting my fund raising events, as without
his and their support I would not have been able to host such
successful events.

I held my annual business drinks reception again last year on
20th December to encourage local businesses to network with
each other and to encourage
businesses to get to know other
services within the town.
This
helps to keep business and trade
local. We had some new faces
come along which is always great
to see.
Following the success of The Mayors Show last year we held
a second one this year on 30th April. It was even bigger with
lots more attractions, entertainment, fairground rides, stalls
and fun for all the family, not to forget the beer tent, food
wagons and WI tent. It was a great success, and thank you
all for supporting this event by coming along and enjoying the

afternoon. I am delighted to announce that after all the funds
have been collected this year I raised just over £3,273 for The
Air Ambulance. Over the two years I have been Mayor I have
raised over £7,500 for my chosen charities as well as
supporting local groups with their fundraising. Thanks to your
generous support these charities and groups will benefit. The
date for next year’s show will be Sunday 20th May 2018, so
make sure you put it in your diaries.

Last year we had an events working party, but from May it
was formalised into a full Committee with Councillor and nonCouncillor members working together to improve existing
events and introduce new ones. I was very pleased to have
been appointed as Chairman to this committee so we can
carry on the events with the existing members and a couple of
new ones. If you wish to join as a volunteer then please get in
touch. It is great fun and we have people with a wide variety
of skills to bring to the table. A huge thanks to all the
members of the events working party, now committee and
volunteers, as you do an amazing job and without your
support we could not do it.

Raunds Town Council submitted our Neighbourhood Plan to
East Northants Council in November for the final stages prior
to appointing an Inspector.
We are
disappointed at the lack of progress and the
way the plan was dismissed when considering
the Warth Park application. We have sent a
letter to ENC to question the process. Since
then an Inspector has now been appointed and
we await the outcome this summer. It is
hopeful that the residents of Raunds support
the plan when it goes to the referendum stage as this will help
prevent further unwanted or unsustainable development if
adopted, and will form part of the planning process.
Some Councillors, including myself, staff and residents have
already attended the Speed Watch training in readiness for
the start of our scheme. It was great fun, and we were able to
try out the speeding device as well as learn
about the rules and regulations. We are
always looking for more volunteers, so if
you are interested in joining us then please
contact the Council office. Thanks to those who have already
committed their time and have taken part in the scheme.
Last year we had our first apprentice at the Council. This
proved to be a great success and she went on to find full time
employment following the training and experience she gained
whilst with us. We are pleased to say that we made such an
impression on her that she has become a full member of the
events committee and continues to help out with town events.
We all really enjoyed the experience and wish her well for the
future. Following that success, we now have another young
apprentice, Daisy Burton, who is proving to be as valuable as
the first; she has settled well into the team and is gaining very
valuable experience working within a local authority. This
Council is committed to helping give young people the
experiences that will help them progress throughout their
career.

Finally, I am enormously proud of the work this Council has
done over the last two years. We have endeavoured to
improve our policies and procedures, due diligence, website
and communications, community engagement, town events,
and much more, so much so that we
felt the improvements enabled us to
apply for the Nation Association of
Local Council’s Award Scheme. There
are 3 awards, foundation, quality and the top award of gold.
We applied for the awards based on evidence of the Council’s
work, and on 13th March the Town Clerk, Kate Houlihan, and I
attended the panel meeting where we made our case for the
award. The decision was made to award Raunds Town
Council the highest standard of Gold award. We were
absolutely delighted as this makes us the only council in
Northamptonshire and one of only
26 in the country out of 10,000
councils to be awarded Gold. I
would like to thank Kate the office
staff and all the Councillors for all
their hard work and dedication,
without whom we would not have
achieved this award. This Council is always striving to
improve our services and communications within our
community.
I have served for two years as Mayor and enjoyed the
experience immensely. As a back-bencher, I will continue to
support the town of Raunds and its residents with passion and
commitment, especially as Chairman of the Events
Committee. I thank my family, friends, staff, Councillors and
all of you for the support I have received during my two years
as Mayor.
Cllr Helen Howell
Mayor of Raunds 2016/17

Report from the Chairman of the Policy &
Resources Committee
P&R continues to maintain oversight of the strategic
future of the Council by receiving long term plans such
as the Business Plan. Reviewing all Council policies is
essential to ensure we have strong governance
procedures in place and comply with our legal
obligations.
Because we have strong governance, active
communication with electors including through our
website and a wide variety of well supported activities in
the town, we are delighted to have achieved Gold
Quality Status, and we congratulate and thank all who
have been involved in the process.
We review and implement actions recommended by our
auditors and have an excellent report at every meeting,
highlighting actions needed and completed.
By reviewing costs for the Council such as insurance,
we have been able to make substantial savings. Also we
have reviewed and listed all parcels of land owned by
the Council, and if a piece of land is not required any
more then we consider selling it – for example we sold a
small strip at Belmont Gardens.
As Chairman I would like to thank the officers for all the
work done to make P&R an effective committee for the
Council.
Cllr Dudley Hughes,
Chairman Policy & Resources Committee

Report from Chairman of the Finance
Committee
The Finance Committee’s main responsibility is
managing income and expenditure against budget. I am
pleased to report that we have achieved a financial
outturn in the year 2016/17 which is slightly better than
the break-even result that we budgeted twelve months
ago – we have produced a small surplus of £3,000.
There was stronger income growth than we had
anticipated, and we were able to squeeze costs in a
number of areas, meaning that we were able to allocate
additional money to a few other things that became
priorities during the year, for example the youth
programme.
Looking forward to 2017/18, we have been able to use
last year’s surplus to restrict the increase in the Council
Tax to 2%, which is less than the current rate of
inflation. While we would have preferred to have not
increased the tax at all, there are a number of areas of
additional expenditure that we are having to budget for,
one of which is related to the fact that, unfortunately, we
have had to add VAT to our hire charges for use of the
Saxon Hall. To mitigate the burden on users, we have
committed not to increase the underlying charges for the
rooms for the lifetime of the current council, and we
have resolved to absorb 50% of the VAT levied in the
first year. In other words, the amount hirers pay will
increase by 10% in the current year and a further 10%
next, rather than taking the full 20% hit now.
The Finance Committee also has responsibility for
running and developing the Saxon Hall. The Council
has received large sums of money that we must spend
on this building and the surrounding gardens. Nothing

has been set in stone, but our current thoughts are to
completely refurbish the building, installing fully
equipped kitchens, a new reception area and a new
entrance with key pad access.

Finance Committee meetings are, like all meetings of
the Council, open to the public, so if you are interested
and would like to find out more, please come along and
see what we do.
Cllr Richard Levell
Chairman Finance Committee

Report from Chairman of the Environment,
Leisure & Recreation Committee.
The Environment, Leisure and Recreation (ELR)
Committee has responsibility, in broad terms, for
everything that the other Committees do not look after,
so issues such as how we can improve and look after
Raunds and the town’s services and facilities.
This Council promised to help make the town a better
place to live, work and play – in no small part by
improving communication with the public and getting
your ideas - be that via Social Media, Emails, or from
attendance at one of the ELR Committee meetings.
If you wish to help shape the future of Raunds, you need
to make your suggestions known.
Projects already delivered
New web site and notice board:
Improving communication was
one of the key requests taken
from
the
Raunds
Vision
questionnaire. To assist in
delivering on that, you will see
that, in addition to the new
notice board outside the Co-op,
the Council has also launched a
brand new web site. Not only does this contain more
information than the old one, it is also laid out in a much
better way, so information is easier to find and easier to
update (www.raunds-tc.gov.uk).

Letting people know about the new information:
Creating a new website packed full of useful information
is one thing, but we need people to know that it is there,
especially those who are new to the town – this is vital
to ensure we continue to build our fantastic community
spirit. While we actively advertise the new website
through social media and advertising, we have also
created an information postcard which is available in all
estate agents, the library and has been delivered to
every new house in the town.
Litter Pick:
Thanks to McDonalds and all
of the other volunteers, we
had a record breaking turnout
for the recent litter pick. With
42 people helping, we
managed to make a real
difference in cleaning up
target areas of the town. We had such a great reaction
from the public that a second litter pick is being planned
for Saturday 30th September – watch out for details on
the website. Finally, in conjunction with the McDonalds
(Love Where You Live) scheme, volunteers can join with
staff from McDonalds on Thursday 13th July to help
spruce up the Skateboard Park on Amos Lawrence
Park.
Service Six Youth Work:
In February 2016, the Council appointed Service Six, a
respected youth work provider, to provide youth services
to those harder to reach members of the community.
That particular program has now come to an end and
the Council is looking at options for the future. Watch
this space!

Webb Road children’s play area:
We are sure many of you will
already have seen the fantastic
new children’s play area at
Webb Road. We are delighted
that, in addition to delivering
this, we also managed to
successfully apply for a £10,000
lottery grant to help pay for it. As
per our commitment to the people of the town, the
Council will ensure that we obtain our fair share of
funding wherever practicable.
Dog Park:
A common public
Raunds Dog Park
request was for the
creation of a dog park
Located
where owners could
on land behind
the cemetery
allow their dogs to run Access via
free. The dog park Webb Road
and
was
created
and London Road
launched last year
and has been a huge Secure natural environment to let your dogs off the lead
success. This year we are going to remove the
remaining brambles. We have also recently installed
more direction signs to the dog park, and added extra
dog bins (so please use them!).
Woodland walk:
After having a large number of tree saplings donated,
the Council has used some of them to create what we
hope will be, in years to come, a woodland walk at the
bottom of Amos Lawrence Park.

Picnic benches:
You may have noticed some picnic benches appearing
around the town. Hopefully these will be useful to
children, parents and indeed the elderly who want to sit
down and take the weight off their feet for a while.
More bins:
Thank you to everyone who helped
advise us on where new litter or dog bins
were required. You will have seen these
new bins appearing around the town, and
we hope they are well used.
Town gardener:
You will have noticed the improvements to help make
the town visually more attractive, including the beautiful
new hanging baskets which are appearing. However, to
ensure that we improve as many areas as we can, we
have employed a gardener for one day a week to help
look after the existing, and planned, flowers and shrubs
around the town.
Tree survey:
As mentioned last year, the Council is responsible for
over 400 trees and the costly associated Health &
Safety issues that these incur. In June 2015 we carried
out a triennial tree survey which identified a number of
issues that required urgent attention, and recommended
works have been or are being completed in priority
order.

CCTV:
Last, but by no means least, the Council is delighted to
announce the brand-new CCTV system around the
town. The new cameras run and record 24 hours per
day and include night time high
definition cameras. One of the
comments in the Raunds Vision was
that some members of the community
felt unsafe when walking around the
town, especially late at night. While the
crime figures in Raunds are already
very low, we hope the new CCTV
system will help those people feel safer,
and further reduce incidents of
antisocial behaviour.
Planned Projects
In addition to those projects that the Council has already
delivered, there are a number of new projects that have
been scheduled but not yet completed. These include: Adult gym equipment - Bassfords
You will soon be able to enjoy a range of fabulous
outdoor adult gym equipment which will be installed at
Bassfords.
Improved young children’s play area at Bassfords
In addition there are plans to install some new young
children’s play equipment at Bassfords.
Pavilion / bandstand – town square
The Council is delighted to have been successful in
applying for funding for a brand-new bandstand or
pavilion. It will be installed where the old tree stump was
in the town square and will be a place for members of

the community to meet, as well as provide a stage for
community events. It will have electric points and CCTV
cameras.
Cinema Nights – tackling social isolation:
While knocking on household doors recently, it became
apparent that there are members of our community (a
number of them elderly) who would like
to join in with events, but don’t feel that
there is anything for them. To help
tackle this social isolation the Council is
delighted to announce the launch of a
Cinema Night. The first of those is
planned for Friday 11th August, at Saxon Hall, and the
inaugural film will be the fabulous Academy Award
Nominated “Florence Foster Jenkins”. For more
information see the Council website or make contact
with the Council office on 01933 622087.
Jam in the Hood:
JAM in the Hood is a partnership project designed to
give young people, aged between 13 and 16, a greater
understanding of how police and partner agencies work
and their role in making better and safer communities,
while also helping to change the negative perceptions
that some people within the community may have of
young people. The Council is very pleased to be
working with Jam in the Hood, and looks forward to
seeing how the younger members of our community
benefit.
Ada Salter tribute
Ada Salter was an English environmentalist who fought
for, amongst many other things, the beautification of our
towns and the provision of green spaces for
communities to enjoy. While there are already statues

and memorials in London recognising her work (and the
fact she was the first woman Mayor in London), the
Council felt that, as she was born and raised in Raunds,
there should be a tribute to Ada here. As such a
memorial garden is currently being planned on Spinney
Hill and will be officially opened later this year.
Cemetery clean-up:
The Council organised with Kier,
as part of their Corporate Social
Responsibility programme, to
provide staff and resources to
help further clean up the
Cemetery on London Road. They
did a fantastic job and it is yet
another
example
of
how
residents, the Council and local
employers can work together to
keep improving Raunds.
Extra litter pick:
And finally to reiterate, due to the unprecedented
success of the last litter pick, with 42 people attending
(and thank you to all of them) we have decided to try a
second letter pick on the 30th September 2017. See you
all there!
We have lots of other ongoing projects. Remember, all
of our meetings are open to the public and we would
love to see you!
Cllr Lee Wilkes
Chairman Environment, Leisure & Recreation
Committee

Report from Chairman of the Planning
Committee
The Planning Committee meets every month to consider
all planning applications attributed to the town, and,
depending on the number we receive, we may also
consider them at full Council meetings. We make
recommendations to East Northants Council Planning
Committee who have the final decision as to whether
applications are successful. This system works well for
the majority of cases, with 98% of our recommendations
accepted by ENC Planning. If an applicant does not
agree with the decision they have the right to appeal,
and there is a procedure for this.
Where we have difficulties is when local knowledge is
involved: for instance, we may consider an application
where we feel there would be insufficient parking in an
area where road parking is already a problem. ENC
have to take a balanced decision based on material
planning reasons, as do we, but they do not always
apply local knowledge. We are fortunate that we have
some excellent district councillors, who are also part of
the ENC planning decision procedure, and if they agree
with our concerns they are able to support our views,
although being a democratic committee, a vote can still
go against us.
When considering large and perhaps controversial
applications, the Council may seek the views of the
residents of the town, after which a full Council meeting
is held to decide whether to support the application or
not, and what actions, if any, the Council should take.
An example of this is the recent Warth Park application.
The Council vigorously opposed this application in
accordance with the views expressed by our residents

and worked tirelessly to achieve this outcome. We
understand the effect large scale developments can
have on our community, which is why we consider the
appointment of an independent planning consultant to
help us to effectively make representations to ENC to be
a good use of our resources. Unfortunately, in this case,
ENC still found in favour of the developer by 11 votes to
6, which was a great disappointment to the Council and
to the town. We would like to thank those 6 councillors
who listened to the residents’ concerns and the Council’s
views, and who voted to reject the development at Warth
Park.
Councillors understand the aspirations of residents
when they submit an application, one they feel will
benefit and enrich their lives, and so, where possible,
we offer no objections, although it is essential that
decisions on planning applications are based on what is
best for all people in the town.
Unfortunately,
occasionally what would be desirable for one individual
would be to the detriment to others or to the surrounding
area, and so the Planning Committee is obliged to
recommend to ENC not to accept such applications.
All our meetings are open to the general public and we
welcome residents to attend in those meetings. Please
see our website for more information.
Cllr Bob Tyman
Chairman Planning Committee

Annual Accounts for Year Ending 31st March 2017
Raunds Town Council
Income and Expenditure for the Year Ended 31 March 2017
£
Income
Precept (Council Tax)
Revenue from Assets
Saxon Hall Hiring
Town Hall
Cemetery
Market Rents
Other Open Spaces

2017
£

£

305,017

43,788
29,808
11,957
2,596
4,862

285,561

43,891
23,212
6,157
3,187
553
93,011

Other Income
Sponsorship
Other

4,774
7,636

Total Income
Expenditure on Assets
Administration
Saxon Hall
Town Hall
Grounds Maintenance
Contract
Public Conveniences
Expenditure on Other Open
Spaces

77,000
1,572
2,362

12,410

3,934

410,438

366,495

143,422
63,865
22,541

128,753
55,643
43,020

51,831
12,796

58,626
12,655

29,100

25,660
323,555

Other Expenditure
Tourism
Repayment of Loan for Saxon Hall
Youth work
Other Expenditure

Total Expenditure
Income less Expenditure
Transfers to Earmarked Reserves
Net Income

2016
£

27,036
0
9,079
481

324,357
14,339
21,618
0
3,742

36,596

39,699

360,151

364,056

50,287

2,439

(47,270)

0

£3,017

£2,439

Raunds Town Council
Balance Sheet at 31 March 2017
Notes

2017
£

£

£

2016
£

Assets
Debtors
Bank and Cash
Balances

1

33,632

6,008

2

517,362

495,315

550,994

501,323

Total Assets
Liabilities
Creditors
Accruals

645
1,716

1,260
1,717

Total Liabilities

(2,361)

(2,977)

Net Assets

£548,633

£498,346

Represented by
Total Reserves

£548,633

£498,346

General
Revenue

Section 106

Other Capital

Total

£

3
£

4
£

£

226,387

93,168

178,791

498,346

65,000

23,991

88,991

0

47,270

47,270

(700)

(88,291)

(88,991)

Notes
At 31 March
2016
Capital
receipts
Transfers
Capital
expenditure
Surplus for
year
At 31 March
2017

3,017
229,404

3,017
157,468

161,761

548,633

Notes to the accounts
1) Debtors
2017
£
1,247
32,385
33,632

2016
£
1,029
4,979
6,008

2017
£

2016
£

92,362

495,315

425,000
517,362

0
495,315

Trade Debtors
VAT

2) Bank
Balances

and

Cash

Bank and Cash
Balances
Public Sector Deposit
Fund

6) Section 106 Reserves
Section 106 reserves are monies which have been paid to the Town Council
by housebuilders / commercial builders carrying out development in the local
area. Monies paid are subject to legal agreements and are repayable to
developers if the works agreed are not carried out within the agreed
timescale.

7) Other Earmarked Capital Reserves
The Town Council holds reserves earmarked for specific capital projects, for
example improvements to the Town’s CCTV system.

8) Capital Assets
The Town Council, in line with proper accounting practices for local councils,
values its capital assets at cost. At 31 March 2017 the Town Council held total
capital assets of £3,765,147. This is an increase of £88,991 from 31 March
2016. No capital assets were disposed of during the year.

Weddings at the Town Hall

The Town Hall Council Chamber in Raunds is the newest
wedding venue in the heart of the town. We have an
elegantly refurbished room available for hire for civil
ceremonies and partnerships for up to 50 guests.

Ways to get in touch
Follow us on Twitter @RaundsTC

Find us on Facebook
@RaundsCouncil

Visit our website at
www.raunds-tc.gov.uk

Email us at info@raunds-tc.gov.uk

To report a highways issues visit
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk

If you require a copy in large print
please contact us on 01933 622087

