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Saxon Hall

The Saxon Hall is an ideal modern venue, conveniently
situated in the centre of Raunds.
The Hall can be hired for any occasion from parties,
wedding receptions, conferences and community
groups for up to 250 people.
It is competitively priced having three halls which can
be used in any combination, two meeting rooms,
kitchen facilities, disabled access and baby changing
facilities.
The Saxon Hall car park has 50 spaces that includes 2
disabled spaces.

Introduction

Local Council Award
Scheme
The Local Council Award Scheme is run by National
Association of Local Councils (NALC), a membership
body representing the 10,000 town and parish councils
throughout England and Wales.
There are three levels of award; Foundation, Quality and
Gold. Raunds Town Council is one of only 36 local
councils to hold the Quality Gold Award.
NALC describes councils that hold the Gold Award as
being “at the forefront of best practice and achieving
excellence in governance, community leadership and
council development. Quality Gold councils provide
leadership for their communities, bring people together,
have excellent business planning processes, ensuring
value for money as well as constantly seeking new
innovations and opportunities to improve. They highlight

the very best we, as a sector, can achieve for our
communities”.
The Council consists of twelve Councillors, who are not
paid for their work. They are supported by a team of
eight staff, led by the Town Clerk, Kate Houlihan. The
staff implement the decisions of the Council and
manage the day-to-day running of Council activities.
The positions of Mayor and Deputy Mayor, together with
the membership of the various committees, are decided
each year at the Council’s Annual Meeting held every
May.
The Council operates with six committees –
Environment, Leisure and Recreation, Planning, Events,
Personnel, Policy and Resources, and Finance. This
report summarises the work of each committee last year
and each section has been written by the Chairman of
that committee. Thank you for taking the time to read
about what we have achieved. Please remember that
all committee meetings and the monthly meetings of the
full Council are open to the public, and we welcome your
attendance.

Your Town Councillors
Saxon Ward

Windmill Ward

Cllr Helen Howell
Cllr Dudley Hughes
Cllr Deborah Jones
Cllr Bill Tirebuck
Cllr Bob Tyman
Cllr Lee Wilkes

Cllr Rosalie Beattie
Cllr Nick Beck
Cllr Jamie Duff
Cllr Marion Hind
Cllr Sylvia Hughes
Cllr Richard Levell

Welcome from
The Mayor of
Raunds
Welcome to this Annual
Report of Raunds Town
Council for the year
2017/18. In May, I was
elected to be your Mayor
for twelve months, which is
a real honour, and I shall
try to represent the town to the best of my abilities. I
shall be ably assisted by my wife, Magdalena, as
Mayoress. We are looking forward to what we anticipate
being a busy, but interesting and exciting, year.

Mayors are expected to choose a
charity which is supported at various town events, for
example the Mayor’s Show and the Christmas Lights
Switch-on. I have decided to support the Stroke
Association. Until recently I had rather naively
associated strokes with old age, but four years ago I
saw a forty-year old person recovering from a stroke,
and I understand now that anyone can be afflicted at
any age. My mother (pictured) suffered a severe stroke
in 2014, and it is heart-breaking to see a loved one
virtually paralysed and unable to speak: communication
is very trying, and I can only imagine the frustration of
the stroke sufferer.

The
Stroke
Association
offers
help and support
after
a
stroke,
particularly
with
communication
difficulties,
and
awards grants to
bodies working to
improve
our
knowledge of stroke treatment, rehabilitation and
prevention. I hope you will join me in raising funds for
this worthwhile cause.
In addition to support from the town events mentioned
above, I am planning to hold a “Wine Tasting for
Beginners” evening on 22nd September and a Burns
Night Supper on 26 January; both will take place in the
Saxon Hall. Please consider supporting these as all the
net proceeds will go to the Stroke Association.
I look forward to reporting to you on my Mayoral and the
Council’s activities next year, but, if you would like to
contact me in the meantime, or if you would like me to
attend an event you are organising, please email me
mayor@raunds-tc.gov.uk

Councillor Richard Levell, Mayor of Raunds 2018/19

Town Mayor’s Report 2017- 18
This year as Mayor has
been an honour and a
privilege to represent the
Town as Mayor.
I tried to attend as many
of the local events as
possible,
and
when
attending events outside
of the town, I have done
my upmost to represent Raunds as best as I can.
Throughout the year, I have been assisted by my wife,
Nicola, as Mayoress.
Every Mayor chooses a charity to
help raise awareness and funds. I
decided to pick Mind as my charity.
Mind do some fabulous work both
locally and nationally. During the
year I raised £2000. I am delighted to have raised this
mon ey for Mind as I know how important this will be for
the charity.
During my Mayoral year I was fortunate enough to
attend a number of events with other councils throughout
Northamptonshire which gave me a great insight into the
work of other councils and I am pleased to report that
when benchmarked with them Raunds fairs very well!!
However, for me the real highlights have been spending
time with the amazing schools and other organisations
that we have here in Raunds. It really has reinforced my
view that Raunds is a great place to live, primarily

because of the amazing people that live here and work
so hard for our community.
Below I have highlighted just a few of my favourite
moments, but there really are too many to list:
It was Afternoon Tea at
3 on 16th June at local
care home Ashfield
House. I enjoyed talking
to the residents as part
of the nationwide Care
Home Open Day 2017.
On Wednesday 24th May, Nicola and I attended
Windmill Primary School for lunch. This was a multicourse lunch with various dishes to try. I must say, it
was amazing. The children had created everything from
scratch. They had costed
everything, drawn up the
menu and served us all on
the
afternoon.
The
customer paid what they
felt was due. This event ran
over the remainder of the
week. The winner was the
group who managed to make the most profit. Well done
to Coggins Class. Well done everybody though. It was
a great afternoon.
On 2nd of October, Nicola and I attended St Peter's
School Raunds to talk to the
students. The children were
electing pupils to sit on a new
school council. It was a great
workshop event and later in

the year at the Town Assembly it was great to meet the
young people who had been elected and hear them talk
about their roles and what they had achieved.
During the year I was pleased to open up the Council
Chamber for tours and question and answer sessions
both from the 2nd Raunds Beavers and
1st
Raunds
Methodist
Brownies.
I’m always amazed at some of
the questions asked which
clearly highlighted to me how
engaged young people really
are in our community.
In November I was pleased to present
Raunds Park Infant School with this
year’s Summer Reading Challenge
shield. Well done to all the children
that took part.
In November we had a huge parade
for the Remembrance Service and are
always overwhelmed by the amount of
support this event gets. It’s fair to say that Raunds has
one of the biggest public turn outs in the district. I was
extremely proud to greet everyone and to lay a wreath
on behalf of the Council. This event’s success is down to
a lot of hard work and
preparation
in
conjunction with David
Thoday,
Mike
Clements
and
the
Royal British Legion.
David and Mike work

very hard throughout the year, liaising with the Council to
ensure everything runs so smoothly, and I would
personally like to thank them. I also want to extend a
huge thank you to the schools, businesses and groups
for their involvement. One last thank you has to go to
everyone who turns out for the afternoon to line the
streets for the parade. It all comes together resulting in a
grand event and it really puts Raunds on the map. Thank
you all.
November is also when the
town
has
its
annual
Christmas Lights Switch-on.
This was a fantastic day,
again with huge support from
local families and groups.
Father Christmas and I
enjoyed riding through the
town greeting you all to open the afternoon officially. As
part of the event I held a mulled wine stall which raised
over £300 towards my charity for the year.
December was a busy month for me attending various
Christmas shows and services. I held my civic carol
event at the Methodist Church on a cold Wednesday
evening and the church was packed with not a spare
seat available. Once again, the students from our
schools were absolutely amazing, performing a number
of carols and playing various instruments. Thank you to
the music class of Manor School and the choirs of
Windmill, Park Infant and St Peter’s schools. There were
a lot of proud parents and teachers in the room. I would
like to say a special thank you to the Methodist Minister,
The Reverend Kim Shorley, who put the evening
together, liaising with schools to ensure it was a
success.

In January I held a Burns Night at The Snooks in
Raunds. We decided to go for a more acoustic strippeddown event this year, where Michael Nardone provided
entertainment in the form of
traditional poems and songs,
while bagpipes were played by
Les Skinner. This event not
only helped raise a healthy
sum of money for my charity
Mind, but also helped raise
funds for The Manor School
Zanzibar trip. Students from the
group volunteered to wait on tables and serve
refreshments. They did a grand job with zero training in
advance. Along with tips they received and a raffle they
held, in total they raised over £400 which showed
tremendous generosity from guests on the night. Thank
you to Mark Fern and everyone from The Snooks, who
provided a fantastic private venue upstairs for us.
The New Year saw us hold a referendum for the Raunds
Neighbourhood Plan. I was pleased that 85% of the vote
was in support, and so The Raunds Neighbourhood Plan
as now been adopted for the town.
During the year I was pleased
to support local businesses
who play an important role in
our town. I supported the reopening of the McDonalds and
Raj’s
Mini
Market
and
welcomed
new
business
Pretty Little Things to the
town.

My Mayoral year ended with the Annual Town Assembly
on 26th April. It was wonderful to see such a massive
attendance for this event. I would like to thank all the
schools for taking part and the stall holders for
showcasing so much of what goes on in Raunds. I was
also pleased to present my civic awards to the following
people:
Mr Alan Crisp, Mr Phil Grace , Mr Matt Coleman , Mr
John Bickerdike, Mr Simon Burrill , Mr Robert Dudley ,
Mr James Guest, Mrs Pauline Ellis , Mrs Michelle Coles
, Mrs Jacqui Ireland, Mr Lloyd Smith, Mr Richard
Weaver and Jess's Hair Studio & The Beauty Bug.
Congratulations to them all!
I am very proud and optimistic to be stepping down from
my position as Mayor. I leave my role knowing that the
council is still performing at its gold standard which is a
huge credit to the fantastic team we have at the Council.
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Cllr
Richard Levell to his new role as Mayor of Raunds. I
know Richard will be a great ambassador for our town,
when he attends the many events around our district.
Moving forward, as I now take more of a back-bencher
role on the Council, I will look back on this year with
great memories. I have met some amazing people on
the way and made some new friends too. It has been an
amazing privilege to serve the town and I hope I have
lived up to your expectations.
The support I have received from friends, family and the
larger community has blown me away and has made me
feel truly humbled.

I still plan on being an active Councillor and this year has
taught me a lot of things that I will hopefully be able use
productively for Raunds. I hope people still feel that they
can approach me to discuss any issues as they have
done for the past three years. I will continue to represent
you in the Council Chamber to the best of my ability.
Finally I should like to publicly thank my wife Nicola for
all her support, both at events and behind the scenes,
throughout the year
Thank you once again.
Cllr Nick Beck, Mayor of Raunds 2017/18

Environment, Leisure and Recreation
Committee
The Environment, Leisure and Recreation Committee
(“the Committee”) has responsibility, in broad terms, for
everything that the other committees do not look after,
so issues such as how we can improve and look after
Raunds and its services and facilities.
When elected, this Council promised to help make
Raunds a better place to live, work and play – in no
small part by improving communication with the public
and getting your ideas, be that via Social Media, Public
Consultation, Emails, or from attendance at one of the
Committee meetings.
In addition, the Council committed to working
relentlessly to obtain as much funding as possible to
improve Raunds, something that had been sadly lacking
in previous years. We are delighted to be making huge
strides in that area, and you can read about some of the
facilities that this funding has enabled below.
If you wish to help shape the future of Raunds, please
make your suggestions known to the Council, either by
writing, emailing or attending a meeting.

Projects already
delivered
New Digital Sign
Improving communication was
one of the key requests taken
from
the
Raunds
Vision

questionnaire. Last year we helped deliver on that by
adding a new notice board outside the Co-op and
launching a brand-new website. This year we have
taken communication a step further with the installation
of a digital sign (with a second one to come shortly).
Similar signs have proven to be very effective in other
areas around the country, and are already proving to be
a great success in Raunds. These signs were fully
funded and were not paid for from the Council Tax.

Litter Pick and Daffodil Planting Events

We continue to get a fantastic turnout for the organised
litter pick and daffodil bulb planting events. You will no
doubt have noticed the daffodils that sprang up around
the town in March and April. Huge thanks are necessary
to the Council, the Councillors and of course the myriad
of volunteers and Groups, without whom these litter
picks and bulb planting events would not be possible.

These events are perfect examples of the community
working together.

Tree Survey
The Council is responsible for over 400 trees and the
very expensive associated Health and Safety issues that
this incurs. In June 2015 we carried out a triennial tree
survey which identified a number of issues which
required urgent attention, and recommended works
have been or are being completed in priority order.
Rather like painting the Forth Bridge, now that we have
ended the three year cycle of works it is time to start
again!

Bassfords Recreation Ground – adult gym
equipment
With the help of
external funding, the
Council was able to
install a range of
fabulous
outdoor
adult gym equipment
at
Bassfords
Recreation Ground.
In addition we are
working in partnership
with Freedom Leisure
who are providing
regular gym buddy
sessions to help people get the most from the
equipment. See the Council website or call the Council
office for more information.

Bassfords Recreation Ground - children’s
play area
We are sure many of you will
already have seen and
enjoyed the fabulous new
children’s
play
area
at
Bassfords
Recreation
Ground. We are delighted to
continue to improve these
outdoor
areas
to
help
encourage our young people to enjoy the great
outdoors. As with many other new facilities the Council
has delivered, this was also fully funded and was not
paid for from the Council Tax.

Jam in the Hood – encouraging social
responsibility
JAM in the Hood is a partnership project designed to
give young people, aged between 13 and 16, a greater
understanding of how police and partner agencies work
and their role in making better and safer communities,
while also helping to change the negative perceptions
that some people within the community may have of
young people. The Council is delighted to be working
with Jam in the Hood, and looking forward to seeing
how the younger members of our community benefit and
helping them along the right path. This programme is
part-funded through East Northamptonshire Council.

Dog Park

Last year we delivered on our promise to create an area
where dog owners could let their pets run free. We know
that this will require constant improvement, and this year
we have added more dog bins in the area, along with a
bench for owners to take a break.

More Bins
Thank you to everyone who helped
advise us on where new litter or
dog bins were required. You will
have seen these new bins
appearing around the town and we
hope they are well used and help
reduce littering.

Picnic Benches
You may have noticed some more picnic benches
appearing around Raunds. Hopefully these will be useful
to children, parents and the elderly who want to sit down
and take the weight off their feet for a while.

CCTV
One of the comments in the Raunds
Vision was that some members of the
community felt unsafe when walking
around the town, especially late at night.
Last year we installed a brand-new high
definition CCTV system with night-time
vision. This year we have continued to
add to that system, with more cameras
and better connectivity. Whilst the crime figures in
Raunds are relatively low, the new CCTV system is
helping to identify individuals who are intent on being
anti-social or committing crime.

Hanging Baskets
We now have some beautiful daffodils appearing on the
entrances to Raunds, but the town centre will also be
getting an injection of floral beauty. Last year we started
the process of putting hanging baskets along the main
shopping areas – this year we will be adding even more
baskets, and they will be bigger and better than ever. To
ensure that we cost-effectively improve as many areas
as we can, we continue to use the skills of the Council’s
part time gardener to help look after the existing, and
planned, flowers and shrubs around the town.

Town Square Improvements
The Council is delighted to have been successful in
applying for funding for a new covered seating area. As
you will have seen, it has been installed where the old
tree stump was in the Town Square, so absolutely no
parking spaces have been lost. It is a place for members
of the community to meet and take a break, as well as
provide a stage for community events. It has electricity
points and CCTV cameras.

In addition, there are now some new planters in the
Town Square, along with some soon to be installed
updated play equipment for the children. We hope that,
in addition to improving the Square for residents and
visitors, it attracts more people to the town who then
visit the fabulous array of local shops and market
traders that we have.
Remember Local Businesses - Use Them or Lose
Them!

Film Afternoons – tackling social isolation
What an outstanding
success these have
been! The Council
has worked hard to
launch a monthly
Film Afternoon, with a
variety of films being
shown, along with tea, coffee and cakes (and thank you
to the WI for their support and assistance). With the first
Film Afternoon attracting around 35 visitors, they are
now regularly exceeding 100, with the record at
Christmas being 120
visitors, no doubt
enticed by the free
mulled
wine
and
mince pies! These
Film Afternoons are
on
the
third
Wednesday of every
month: please contact
the Council office for
more information.

Coffee Afternoons
Following the success of the
Film Afternoons, the Council
has recently launched the
monthly Coffee Afternoons,
again at Saxon Hall, and on
the first Wednesday of every
month. This is a chance for
people to come together, indulge in cake and a chat,

and enjoy a variety of entertainment. Attendees of the
first Coffee Afternoon were treated to music from the
Bonkers Band.

Ada Salter tribute
Ada Salter was an English environmentalist who fought
for, amongst many other things, the beautification of our
towns and the provision of green spaces for
communities to enjoy. Whilst there are already statues
and memorials in
London
recognising
her
work (and the fact
she was the first
woman Mayor in
London),
the
Council felt that,
as she was born
and
raised
in
Raunds,
there
should be a tribute to Ada here. Accordingly, a memorial
garden has been created and the path resurfaced on
Spinney Hill, now renamed Ada Salter Spinney.
Although it can be used already, it will be officially
opened
in
August,
when
we will be joined
by the Raunds
History Society
and visitors from
the
London
Borough
of
Southwark
where
Ada
Salter
was
elected the Mayor of Bermondsey in 1922. These were

fully funded, partly through the sale of a small strip of
land off London Road and partly from S106 funding, and
were not paid for from Council Tax. A small tribute to a
fantastic lady.

McDonalds Love Where You Live
Thanks again to McDonalds who, as part of their Love
Where You Live scheme, help improve facilities around
Raunds by volunteering their time each year. Last year
they helped clean the London Road Cemetery; this year
a large group
of
volunteers
painted
the
children’s play
equipment at
Saddlers, and
gave
the
covered shelter
at
Bassfords
Recreation
Ground
a
spruce up.
In the report last year the Council committed to try
and deliver the following Projects
PROJECT
Adult Gym Equipment
Improve Children’s play area at
Bassfords Recreation Ground
Improve Town Square –
Covered Seating Area
Film Afternoons – help tackle
social isolation

DELIVERED

✓
✓
✓
✓

Jam in the Hood – encourage
social responsibility
Ada Salter Tribute
Cemetery Clean Up
Organise Extra Litter Pick / Bulb
Planting

✓
✓
✓
✓

Planned Projects - for the year 2018/2019
In addition to those projects that the Council has already
delivered, there are a number of new projects that the
Council is either considering or currently working on.
These include;

“Welcome to Raunds” Signs
You may have noticed that one of the Welcome to
Raunds Signs was knocked over and destroyed. The
Council is planning to install improved signs, with better
pictures, at the entrances to Raunds.

Sports Wall at Amos Lawrence
The Council is investigating the possibility of obtaining
funding for the creating of a sports wall at Amos
Lawrence.

Skate Park – future improvements
The current Skate Park is a huge success and gets a lot
of use, which means it is prone to a certain amount of
wear and tear. Investigations are underway to explore
the possibility of obtaining funding to make
improvements to the Skate Park. In an ideal world we
would expand the current ramps and make the whole
structure more durable.

Town Square Lighting
The existing uplights in the Town Square are at a stage
where they are no longer fit for purpose. We are
considering options for either replacing the lights, or
installing a completely new lighting system with wiring.

St Peter’s Church – paths and lighting
The Council is responsible for the paths at St Peter’s
Church, which are currently in a state of disrepair. We
are looking at options to repair or replace the paths and
steps at the Church, along with new lighting to make the
paths and steps safer to use after dark.

War Memorial
We are planning to clean the
War Memorial as part of the
regular maintenance plan.

Pop-up Museum
There have been a few people
who have asked whether a popup museum could be created,
which sounds like a great idea.
We are currently looking at the
practicalities of doing that.

Nene Valley Festival
Raunds Town Council is committed to participating in
the 2018 Nene Valley Festival, a great event running
from 15-23 September which celebrates the beautiful
Nene Valley landscape. We want to make sure that
Raunds shares in the success, joy, publicity and footfall
that such an event creates. We are applying for funding

for tourist information boards on Meadow Lane and for
holding an event on the Town Square during the festival.

Members of the Environment
Recreation Committee 2017/18
Cllr Lee Wilkes – Chairman
Cllr Deborah Jones -Vice-Chairman
Cllr Nick Beck
Cllr Dudley Hughes
Cllr Richard Levell
Cllr Bill Tirebuck
Cllr Bob Tyman

Leisure

and

Planning Committee
The Planning Committee meets every month to consider
a variety of planning applications; housing and industrial
developments, drop kerbs, business and road signage,
tree preservation works and consultations on speeding
and parking restriction issues, among many others.

Planning Applications
On larger applications the Council organises public
meetings, where we listen to the views, comments and
objections of local residents. The most recent public
meeting concerned the revised application for the Brick
Kiln Road development. Where necessary the Council
appoints a professional independent planning consultant
to formulate our response to the application and forward
the same to East Northants Council’s Planning
Management Committee, who after considering all
recommendations and factors make the final decision on
all applications.

Neighbourhood Plan
One of the most important developments relevant to all
Raunds residents was the ratification of the Raunds
Neighbourhood Plan. This provides the community with
real power over future planning, and guides what goes
where, and can be used to help determine planning
applications in Raunds.
It also recommends the
provision for adequate open space on new
developments, and Policy R8 of the Neighbourhood
Plan helps to protect our important buildings.

In respect of growth development for Raunds, one
thousand and fifty-eight dwellings are planned to be built
in the town by the year 2031, some of which have been
completed already. This total meets the target specified
in the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.

Rushden Eat Sustainable Urban Extension
One application of interest for consideration, was
Scoping Opinion Outline planning for a sustainable
urban extension to East of Rushden, Liberty Way,
Rushden. This development is intended for the fringe of
Higham and Rushden between the John Clarke and
Newton Road roundabouts, and will consist of 2500
dwellings of mixed quality, primary schools and
associated amenities, some commercial development
and 20 hectares of country park land. This large
application, if approved, is likely to have implications for
the whole of our local area.
The Council will continue to represent and support the
residents’ views on future developments, taking where
possible a sympathetic approach to residents’
applications, and opposing developments deemed to be
inappropriate and detrimental to the town by the
residents and the Council.
Members of the Planning Committee 2017/18
Cllr Bob Tyman - Chairman
Cllr Bill Tirebuck – Vice Chairman
Cllr Nick Beck
Cllr Jamie Duff
Cllr Marion Hind
Cllr Richard Levell
Cllr Lee Wilkes

Events Committee
At the beginning of the year, the Council formally made
the Events Working Party into a committee. With all the
Council-run events taking on a more prominent role in
the Council calendar it was felt that this change was
needed to give more structure and status. The
Committee consists of Councillors and volunteers who
give their time to help plan and run the events. Without
the dedication and support from these volunteers we
would not be able to put on these events. The
Committee is always looking for new members.

The Mayor’s Show
On 30th April 2017 we held the second Mayor’s Show;
this was even bigger than the first year. Each year we
strive to improve and grow
this and all our events with
the help from the local
schools,
bands
and
organisations.
We
are
blessed with great talent in
our town and use them
wherever possible. We do
also try and introduce
different acts each time to
bring
a
variety
of
entertainment
to
the
events but we always go
local first! By the time you
read this the Mayors Show
2018 will have taken place
and we will report on that next year.

Town Picnic
Following the success of The Queen’s 90th Birthday
celebration picnic on 11th June 2016, we felt that the
picnic should become an annual event, so we repeated
it all in June 2017. We had a fantastic day with live
music from local band, Pure Genius. The Council
provided free strawberries and cream with face painting
and bouncy castles for the children. Again Nigel Ogden
and his team from Raunds Town Cricket Club provided
the bar, a big thanks to them for their support.

Children’s Halloween Party
We also decided to continue with the Children’s
Halloween Party at Saxon Hall in October. We had a
wonderful time with over 100 children, parents,
volunteers, staff and Councillors joining in with the fun.
The children were treated to a Halloween tea plus
entertainment, with music and games from Tony Bernie.
A huge effort was made with fantastically scary
costumes and prizes were awarded for the best
dressed. Jude Beevor and Areya Marlow took the
prizes for best dressed boy and girl.

Don’t forget to get your children’s tickets for this year’s
party which takes place on Wednesday 31st October.
Tickets will be released in September, so keep your
eyes peeled.

Fireworks 2018
We were approached by Raunds Town Cricket Club
who asked if the Council could support them in putting
on an organised fireworks display on Sunday 4th

November 2018. The display will be set off from
Bassfords Recreation Ground with spectators entering
the Cricket Club grounds
where
facilities
and
refreshments
will
be
available. Details of this
event have not been
finalised as of yet. So this
is another one to keep an
eye out for. The Council is aware of unorganised
fireworks causing distress to animals and so felt that by
supporting the Cricket Club in holding an organised
event, it may encourage people to attend and keep the
celebrations to just one night, making it easier for pet
owners to plan ahead. Please do support this event and
be considerate to our furry friends.

Christmas Lights
Planning for our Christmas Lights Switch-on event
started early as usual. We actually start looking at lights
and displays at the beginning of the year as we need to
place orders by April in readiness for our event. Over
the summer period we carried out some maintenance
and electrical works in preparation for the light displays.
This is an ongoing project of improvements year on
year. All our events take a great deal of planning and
organisation, but especially the Christmas Lights,
because the lights take weeks to plan and put up around
the town. Each year we try to improve the displays, and
we hope you enjoy them.
The event was a great success again this
Santa arriving at 3pm ready to meet and
children in his grotto. We had an amazing
local talent as usual, from all the schools

year, with
greet the
line up of
and local

choirs as well as the fantastic sound of Nigel Adair in the
style of Michael Buble. (All our Christmas acts are

required to include Christmas songs as part of their set.)
Everyone enjoyed our snow machine and there was lots
of fun on the fairground attractions. The Children’s
drawing competition produced some amazing pictures,
and the winner was chosen by the lighting company to
ensure the picture was suitable to be converted into a
light display. The proud winner, Freddie Duff from Park
Infant School, helped the Mayor turn on the lights. We
hope you enjoyed the event as much as we did. Thanks
to everyone for really getting into the spirit of Christmas
and joining in with the festive celebrations. We were
extremely lucky this year to be able to go in and warm
ourselves for a little while at The World Upside Down

Pub, who very generously laid on a hot meal for all the
helpers. Another date for your diary is this coming year’s
Christmas Lights Switch on event on Sunday 25th
November 2018.

Calendar of Events
As we move forward as a Committee, we are always
looking at new ideas and ways of engaging with our
community, so this year we decided to distribute a
calendar of events to every household in the form of our
“Dates for your Diary 2018” postcard, in the hope that
you will pin it to your fridge or notice board as a
reminder of the events here in Raunds.

We are delighted with the number of positive comments
we have had regarding our “Dates for your Diary 2018”
postcard. This is our first attempt at producing this and
we would welcome clubs and other organisations getting
in touch so that we can build on the success of this first
release. If you hold an annual event and would like to be
included on our next editions, please contact the
Council. If you have not received your “Dates for your
Diary 2018” postcard, please call into the office and they
will be happy to give you a copy.
As said at the beginning, the Events Committee is made
up of Councillors and volunteers; it is the only Council
Committee that involves members of the public. The
events take a lot of advance planning and preparation,
but also on the day, we set up early and we finish late.
They are, however, a lot of fun and we have a great
camaraderie amongst the members.
If you are
interested in coming along to see what it is all about, we
would love to see you, whether you are able to spare a
little time on the day of the event, or you would be more
interested in helping to organise acts, stalls or the set
up! Every little helps and you get to be involved in
something really worthwhile for the town. We are not
professionals and often struggle to find acts, especially
with a limited budget, so if you are a member of a local
band or talented organisation and would like to get
involved, please contact us, we would really love to hear
from you. We are always striving to bring the community
together.
Please check out our website for details of the events at
www.raunds-tc.gov.uk. If you have not received your
“Dates for your Diary 2018” postcard, please call into the
office and they will be happy to give you a copy.

Members of the Events Committee 2017/2018
Cllr Helen Howell - Chairman
Cllr Bill Tirebuck – Vice Chairman
Cllr Nick Beck
Cllr Jamie Duff
Cllr Robert Tyman
Cllr Marion Hind
Cllr Deborah Jones
Cllr Richard Levell
Steph Bayley
Maggie Brinklow
Niamh Davies
Flick Kemp
Magdalena Levell
Dawn Marchant

Personnel Committee
The Personnel Committee has, responsibility for
managing the Council’s staff function. The Committee’s
primary purpose is to ensure that we have a staff team
with the necessary skills and knowledge to deliver the
Council’s business plan and implement Council
decisions. The Committee also reviews personnel
policies, reviews job descriptions and terms and
conditions of employment and is involved in the
recruitment of new staff.

National Pay Scheme
All the Council staff are employed in accordance with
nationally agreed terms and conditions for local
government staff. Pay scales are also agreed nationally
and are known as the NJC pay scales: these are local
government pay scales, which are extensively used in
the voluntary sector. They are a result of negotiations
between
trade
unions
(Unite, Unison and GMB)
and Local Government Association.

Continuing Professional Development
The Committee works with the Town Clerk to ensure
that all staff have access to a programme of continuing
professional development and that training needs are
identified and met.

Recruitment
During the last year the Committee has been involved in
the recruitment of 2 new members of Saxon Hall staff,
who are proving to be great assets to the team. We also
reviewed the workloads of our administrative team and
created a part-time administrative role in the office. This

post replaces our former full-time apprentice who has
now moved on to a permanent role outside the Council.
Members of the Personnel Committee 2017/2018

Cllr Sylvia Hughes – Chairman
Cllr Bill Tirebuck – Vice Chairman
Cllr Nick Beck
Cllr Richard Levell
Cllr Helen Howell
Cllr Marion Hind

Policy and Resources Committee
The Policy and Resources Committee has maintained
oversight of the strategic future of the Council. The
Committee reviews all Council policies to ensure we
have strong governance procedures in place and
comply with our legal obligations.

Plans and Strategy
During the year the Committee devoted considerable
time to reviewing both our Business Plan and
Communications Strategy. The Business Plan sits at the
core of all Council activity and sets out the strategic
vision for the future. The Communications Strategy is no
less important, as it defines how we carry out the
important tasks of sharing information and seeking your
views.
Audit
We reviewed and implemented actions recommended
by our auditors, and again this year we are pleased to
report that our External Auditors raised a “no issues”
report meaning that they found no matters relating to our
finances or governance that did not meet our statutory
obligations.
The Committee reviewed the register of Council land to
ensure that the Council only holds land which is of merit
to the local community.
In May 2018 the Policy and Resources Committee was
merged with the Finance Committee to create the new
Finance and Policy Committee.

Members of the Policy and Resources Committee
2017/2018
Cllr Dudley Hughes – Chairman,
Cllr Rosalie Beattie – Vice Chairman
Cllr Nick Beck
Cllr Marion Hind
Cllr Helen Howell
Cllr Richard Levell
Cllr Bill Tirebuck

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee’s main responsibility was
overseeing the budget-setting process carried out by the
Council’s other committees, and then monitoring and
managing income and expenditure against the agreed
budget. The budget was approved by the full Council in
a formal Council Meeting.

Financial Result
The Committee is pleased to report that we achieved a
financial outturn in the year just ended (2017/18) that is
marginally better than we had forecast, producing an
excess of income over expenditure of just over £4,000.
On a budgeted income of approximately £415,000, this
represents a variance of under 1%, which suggests that
the budgeting process is robust.

Budget
Looking forward to the current year (2018/19), when
setting its budget, the Council was in the difficult position
of trying to plan for an unpredictable future at a time
when the outcomes of many factors were unknown. The
budget had to be finalised in January 2018, before the
full effect of the financial challenges facing
Northamptonshire County Council (“NCC”) were
announced. In recommending a budget to the Full
Council, the Committee had to decide how much money,
if any, should be collected in the Council Tax for
potentially safeguarding library and children’s services
and any other services that might be discontinued by
NCC and devolved to lower tiers of local government.
Given all the uncertainty, the Committee, after numerous
meetings over a period of time, made its considered
estimate of the cost of funding these activities and
proposed that the Council Tax be increased to cover the

potential costs, and the full Council unanimously
accepted this recommendation. The position is no
clearer at the time of writing than it was back in January,
but the Council is committed to using the money
collected to ensuring the continuation of library and
children’s services if at all practicable.

Capital Expenditure
The Council Tax is collected to cover the running of the
Council’s activities. The vast majority of the cost of
“capital items”, for example, the electronic noticeboards,
the improvements to the town square, the adult gym
equipment and the creation of the garden in memory of
Ada Salter, is covered by grants and other amounts
received from local developers (known as Section 106
monies) and from other public and private bodies; in
other words, the cost to Council Tax payers is virtually
zero. The most significant exception is the possibility
that the Council may have to buy the library building, and
the potential purchase costs were included in this year’s
Council Tax rise.
In May 2018 the Finance Committee was merged with
the Policy and Resources Committee to create the new
Finance and Policy Committee.
Members of the Finance Committee 2017/18
Cllr Richard Levell - Chairman
Cllr Helen Howell – Vice Chairman
Cllr Nick Beck
Cllr Jamie Duff
Cllr Bob Tyman
Cllr Lee Wilkes

Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 March 2018

£
Income
Precept (Council Tax)

2018
£

£

325,845

Revenue from Assets
Saxon Hall Hiring
Town Hall
Cemetery
Market Rents
Other Open Spaces

32,759
27,970
13,224
2,203
2,753

305,017

43,788
29,808
11,957
2,596
4,862
78,909

Other Income
Sponsorship
Other

4,147
1,368

Total Income
Expenditure on Assets
Administration
Saxon Hall
Town Hall
Grounds
Maintenance
Contract
Public Conveniences
Expenditure on Other
Spaces

93,011
4,774
7,636

5,515

12,410

410,269

410,438

131,505
56,495
30,875

143,422
63,865
22,541

42,533
13,572

51,831
12,796

Open
49,042

29,100
324,021

Other Expenditure
Tourism
Repayment of Loan for Saxon Hall
Youth work
Other Expenditure

Total Expenditure
Income less Expenditure
Transfers to Earmarked Reserves
Net Income

2017
£

25,172
0
8,341
1,067

323,555
27,036
21,618
9,079
481

34,580

36,596

358,601

360,151

51,668

50,287

(47,500)

(47,270)

£4,168

£3,017

Balance Sheet at 31 March 2018
Notes

2018
£

2017
£

1

10,088

33,632

2

545,645

517,362

555,733

550,994

(3,164)

(2,361)

Net Assets

£552,569

£548,633

Represented by
Total Reserves

£552,569

£548,633

Assets
Debtors
Bank and Cash
Balances
Total Assets
Liabilities

General

Section 106

£

3
£

Other
Earmarked
4
£

229,404

157,468

161,761

Notes
At 31 March
2017
Capital
receipts

47,070

Transfers
Capital
expenditure
Surplus for
year
At 31 March
20178

£
548,633
47,070

0

47,500

47,500

(47,070)

(47,672)

(94,742)

4,168
233,572

Total

4,168
157,468

161,589

552,569

Notes to the accounts
1) Debtors

Trade Debtors
VAT

2018
£
2,124
7,964
10,088

2017
£
1,247
32,385
33,632

2018
£
120,645
425,000
545,645

2017
£
92,362
425,000
517,362

2)Bank and Cash
Balances

Bank and Cash Balances
Public Sector Deposit Fund

3)

Section 106 Reserves
Section 106 reserves are monies which have been paid to the Town Council by
housebuilders / commercial builders carrying out development in the local area.
Monies paid are subject to legal agreements and are repayable to developers if
the works agreed are not carried out within the agreed timescale.

4)

Other Earmarked Reserves
The Town Council holds reserves earmarked for specific projects, for example
improvements to the Town’s CCTV system and elections.

5)

Capital Assets
The Town Council, in line with proper accounting practices for local councils,
values its capital assets at cost. At 31 March 2018 the Town Council held total
capital assets of £3,859,890. This is an increase of £94,742 from 31 March 2017.
No capital assets were disposed of during the year.

Northants CALC IAS
Internal Audit Report
Name of council:

Raunds Town Council

Name of Internal Auditor:

John Marshall

Date of report:

07.06.2018

Year ending:

31 March 2018

Date audit carried out:

07.06.2018

Internal audit is the periodic independent review of a council’s internal
controls resulting in an assurance report designed to improve the
effectiveness and efficiency of the activities and operating procedures
under the council’s control. Managing the council’s internal controls
should
be
a
day-to-day function of the staff and management and not left for internal
audit. This report is based on the evidence examined and made
available to us. It would be incorrect to view internal audit as the detailed
inspection of every record and transaction of the Council in order to
detect error or fraud. Consequently the report is limited to those matters
set out below.
The council is required to take appropriate action on all matters
raised in reports from internal and external audit and to respond to
matters brought to its attention by internal and external audit.
Failure to take appropriate action may lead to a qualified audit
opinion.

To the Chairman of the Council:
I carried out the year-end audit of the Council on 07 June. I
met with Kate Houlihan, Clerk and RFO to the Council and
would take this opportunity to thank Kate and her staff for their
time and assistance.
I previously carried out an in-year audit in January, when I drew
the Council’s attention to one audit issue relating to reporting
and minuting of the internal controls checks. I noted at this visit
that the issue has been fully and properly addressed by the
Council. Having reviewed most of the governance items at the
in-year visit, this year-end visit focussed more on financial
matters including a review of the Council’s financial reserves
and the council’s procedures for managing payments, including
following the audit trail for a number of randomly selected
invoices. I am satisfied that the procedures, including financial

recording and reporting as well as monitoring and review of
payments by the Internal Controls Councillor(s) are both robust
and sound.
The last year has been one of significant achievement and
development for the Council, with the granting of the Gold
Standard of the Local Councils Award Scheme for which the
Council should be congratulated. The Gold Standard is the
hallmark of best practice and excellence in governance and
both my in-year and year-end audits confirmed that to be the
case. The Council is well served by a combination of
competent and efficient staff and engaged Councillors and the
lack of identified audit issues is testimony to the consistently
high standards of compliance and business delivery that the
Council achieves.
Through examination of the website, hard evidence and
questioning, I tested all of the objectives of internal controls set
out in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return
(AGAR) and I am satisfied that all of the internal controls
objectives have been meet. Accordingly, I have completed and
signed off the Internal Audit Report, part of the AGAR as
required.
John Marshall
Internal Auditor to the Council

Weddings at the Town Hall

The Town Hall Council Chamber in Raunds is the newest
wedding venue in the heart of the town. We have an
elegantly refurbished room available for hire for civil
ceremonies and partnerships for up to 50 guests.

Ways to get in touch
Follow us on Twitter @RaundsTC

Find us on Facebook
@RaundsCouncil

Visit our website at
www.raunds-tc.gov.uk

Email us at info@raunds-tc.gov.uk

To report a highways issues visit
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk

If you require a copy in large print
please contact us on 01933 622087

