
RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE TOWN MEETING 
 

Saxon Hall, Raunds, on Tuesday 19 May 2015. 
 
MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Assembly of the Town 
Meeting held on 20th May 2014, be taken as read and agreed. 
 
REPORT OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 
Cllr Helen Howell welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave an annual 
report of the Town Council.  
 
The Mayor informed all of the recent Elections for Local Councils that had 
given Raunds 12 new Councillors for the Town and introduced Councillors in 
attendance tonight that included Councillor Nick Beck, Councillor Karen 
Davidson-Jeffs, Councillor Robert Jeffs, Councillor Deborah Allard and 
Councillor Richard Levell.  
 
Councillor Howell introduced the new Town Clerk, Kate Houlihan and her 
assistants Joanne and Emma. 
 
Cllr Howell informed all that her chosen charity for the year will be the Fire 
Fighters Charity.  
 
The Mayor will hold a Citizens Award at her Civic Service and a nomination 
form people to nominate someone for their dedication to and for the Town will 
be available later on in the year. 
 
OBSERVATIONS OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 

Cllr Dudley Hughes took to the floor, he had given a written report that was 
available for all and summarised items that Northamptonshire County Council 
had accomplished during the year and let the audience know that he has 
funding available via his  Empowering Councillors and Communities Scheme.  
He ended by congratulating Cllr Howell being elected as Mayor the 
forthcoming year. 
 
OBSERVATIONS OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
 

The Mayor informed that from the recent Local Elections for District 
Councillors had seen Cllr Glenvil Greenwood-Smith, Cllr Tony Boto, Cllr Peter 
Wathen and Cllr Lance Jones elected.  
 
A written report from Cllr Jones was received and read out. 
 
 
 
 
 



PRESENTATIONS FROM LOCAL GROUPS 
 

Mrs Stephanie Hall from The Friends of the Library addressed the group 
highlighting what Raunds Library does including a Play and Learn for 1year 
olds and 5year olds, jigsaw group, Knit&Natter, origami class and a home 
service to bring books and audio to people unable to get to the library. They 
fund raise to help continue these groups by holding coffee mornings and other 
events, please keep your eye out for information during the year. 
 
In 2014, the grounds area was planted with over 1,000 bulbs and on the last 
Saturday of the month volunteers meet to look after the grounds. The 
Knit&Natter’s had knitted a 42.5inch snake and Poppies for Remembrance 
Day, and carried out a reading challenge in the school summer holidays.  
 
There is lots more planned for 2015 including a buggy park outside; however 
they need more ’friends’ to join the Friends of the Library group and asked 
anyone interested to pop by to the library to register your interest. 
 
Alexandra Stafford took to the floor who enthusiastically spoke about her 
experience as a volunteer during November to January in Cambodia. In more 
detail she explained how it has helped her professionally and personally, 
testing her ability and patience, developing her confidence and self-
awareness. It gave her ambition and drive to be able to achieve goals by 
working closely with other groups being able to prevent a problem before the 
problem arose. It was an ideal opportunity to meet new people and develop 
new skills. 
 
The History Society’s Mr Underwood, addressed the group and let all know 
that the History Society is 30 years old this year as it was established in 1985. 
Lots of historical things have been found locally including at Warth Park and 
the former site where Stanwick Lakes is situated, along with the centenary re-
enactment of the march to London. There is a monthly meeting held at the 
Saxon Hall on the first Thursday of the month with a trip away in the summer 
to Worcester this year. If anyone was interested to come along and join. 
 
Mr John Andrew from T S Collingwood Independent Cadet Unit took to the 
floor and advised all that they meet on a Wednesday from 6pm – 8pm at 
Windmill School and is for children age 7+. The group is taught respect, 
leadership, public speaking and skills for life. They have planned a trip to 
HMS Belfast in London, a sleep over at Grendon Hall and sailing boats in 
Cransley for the coming year. They are always looking for more members, 
staff and funding. 
 
Leader of the girl guides, Sharon Priest addressed the group and let all know 
the guides carry out many fun activities and adventure challenges from public 
speaking to abseiling. The girls learn stills including team work to earn 
badges. Currently there is 1 Guide unit of 11 girls in Raunds that is for girls 
aged 10 to 14. There is also Guide unit of 7 girls for senior girls aged 14 – 25 
and these girls help at the Rainbows and Brownies which help them to gain a 
young leader qualification. There are currently 2 Rainbow units that are ages 
from 5 to 7 and 3 Brownie units that are ages from 7 to 10 and they also 
complete challenges and earn badges. The district are always looking for 
more volunteers and all were encouraged to look over the Guiding website for 
more information. 



Mr Michael Clements took to the floor to speak about a new project he will be 
involved in called the Raunds Round Up. Whilst being involved with the Vision 
for Raunds group it was apparent that there was a need for better 
communication within the town and surrounding villages. The Raunds Round 
Up will be a free monthly magazine which will advertise events and 
businesses. It hopes to include articles for organisations, police and schools 
to keep residents up to date with what is going on. It looks to feature job 
vacancy adverts, sport fixtures and results, council decisions and proposals 
and will hope to have a spotlight on businesses. They are up for other ideas 
and they plan to have the first issue out by June 2015. 
 
Kate Houlihan, the Town Clerk addressed the group and advised all that she 
would speak about the Vision for Raunds. She explained that the Vision for 
Raunds was involved in the planning of the ‘Vision’ consultation that took 
place in 2013. Following from the consultation the group prepared the 
community plan and developed a series of action plans for the town. All the 
work on the vision now is about implementing the actions that you the town 
ask for. Kate gave a few examples of the work that had been carried out 
including the request for better communication that the Raunds Round Up 
team are doing and the benefit of a Business Forum that Lee Wilkes and  
Lance Jones have been working on. The business forum will be a breakfast 
meeting from 07:30 and the first one will take place on Tuesday 9th June 2015 
and it was asked that if you or someone you knew ran a business, to pass on 
this information and come along. The business group have also introduced a 
Business Directory that had over 250 local businesses listed that will be 
published shortly. Details of this will be on the Council website. The vision 
showed that reducing dog fouling and litter continue to be top priorities for the 
town, and they hope to provide a welcome pack for new residents and to work 
in partnership with organisations to develop and older persons forum. Whilst 
not directly from the vision, all the work from the vision has leas to the 
development of a neighbourhood plan and the Town Council will shortly be 
consulting with the town on this plan so look out for details of this in the next 
coming weeks. All information will be on our website, social media sites, 
notice boards and in the new Raunds Round Up. 
 
Mrs Mary Harber took to the floor as the president of the Raunds Women’s 
Institute and told the group of the Raunds WI that has 35 ladies who meet on 
the third Thursday of the month at the Saxon Hall. They have an outing 
planned for July and August and a large celebration of 100 years of the WI in 
September. They hold a book club in their homes where they discuss books 
over a coffee and biscuits or a glass of wine.  They are very friendly and are 
always looking for more members including younger people to come along. 
 
Representatives, James and Jeanette from Raunds Rainbow Nursery 
addressed the group to let all know of their 20th Anniversary coming up on the 
1 April 2015. They are at full capacity at the moment until September when 
children move up to infant school. They will be having their annual Graduation 
party on 17th July which will be incorporated with their 20th Garden Party 
event. All were advised to visit their website or to contact them if they require 
any further information.  
 
 
  



QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
None received. 
 
The Mayor, Cllr Helen Howell, closed the meeting praising the tremendous 
amount of events and groups in Raunds. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 7:50 pm.   


