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1.0

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Submission Plan is being submitted by a qualifying body
This Submission Plan is being submitted by a qualifying body, namely Raunds Town Council.

What is being proposed is a neighbourhood development plan
The plan proposal relates to planning matters (the use and development of land) and has
been prepared in accordance with the statutory requirements and processes set out in the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended by the Localism Act 2011) and the
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012.

The proposed Neighbourhood Plan states the period for which it is to have effect
The proposed Neighbourhood Plan states the period for which it is to have effect. That period
is from the Plan being made up to 2031 (the same period as the North Northamptonshire
Joint Core Strategy).

The policies do not relate to excluded development
The Neighbourhood Plan proposal does not deal with county matters (mineral extraction and
waste development), nationally significant infrastructure or any other matters set out in
Section 61K of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

The proposed Neighbourhood Plan does not relate to more than one neighbourhood area
and there are no other neighbourhood development plans in place within the
neighbourhood area.
The Neighbourhood Plan proposal relates to the Raunds Neighbourhood Area and to no other
area. There are no other Neighbourhood Plans relating to that neighbourhood area.
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2.0

BASIC CONDITIONS

Having regard to national policy and advice contained in guidance issued by the Secretary
of State, it is appropriate to make the Plan
The Raunds Neighbourhood Development Plan has been produced with appropriate regard
to the guidance contained within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). Paragraphs
183-185 of the NPPF outline specific guidance in relation to the production of Neighbourhood
Plans. Paragraph 184 states that “The ambition of the neighbourhood should be aligned with
the strategic needs and priorities of the local area. Neighbourhood Plans must be in general
conformity with the strategic policies of the local plan.” The Neighbourhood Plan has been
drafted with regard to the relevant strategic planning policies for North Northamptonshire
and East Northamptonshire District, and the comprehensive evidence base that supports
these policies.
Paragraph 184 also states that Neighbourhood Plans should “not promote less development
than set out in the Local Plan or undermine its strategic policies”. The Raunds Neighbourhood
Plan does not undermine the strategic policies of the Joint Planning Authority or the District
Council; the Plan aims to support these policies by protecting community facilities and local
employment opportunities, supporting walking and cycling, supporting new housing in line
with Raund’s role as a Market Town under Policy 11 of the adopted North Northamptonshire
Joint Core Strategy, meeting local housing needs, promoting a more attractive and accessible
town centre, supporting improvements in transport and managing traffic, protecting the
character, form and setting of Raunds, designating local green spaces and protecting open
spaces.
The Plan has regard to the twelve core planning principles set out within paragraph 17 of
the Framework, as set out in Table 1 below:
Table 1 NPPF Core Planning Principles and the Raunds Submission Neighbourhood
Development Plan
NPPF Core Planning Principle

Regard that the Raunds Neighbourhood
Development Plan has to guidance

Planning should be genuinely plan-led,
empowering local people to shape their
surroundings, with succinct local and
Neighbourhood Plans setting out a
positive vision for the future of the area.
Plans should be kept up to date, and be
based on joint working and co-operation
to address larger than local issues. They
should provide a practical framework
within which decisions on planning
applications can be made with a high
degree of predictability and efficiency.

The Town Council has produced the
Submission Plan in line with this guidance. It
will provide a framework to ensure that
development is genuinely plan-led, and
through involvement of the local community
in shaping its policies and proposals through
consultation, the Plan will empower local
people to shape their surroundings. The vision,
objectives, policies and proposals in the Plan
have been developed with a thorough
approach to community engagement. The
Plan sets out a positive vision for the area up
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NPPF Core Planning Principle

Regard that the Raunds Neighbourhood
Development Plan has to guidance
to 2031. The Neighbourhood Plan sets out a
concise and practical suite of policies (22 in
total) to guide development management
decisions.

Planning should not simply be about
scrutiny, but instead be a creative
exercise in finding ways to enhance and
improve the places in which people live
their lives.

The Submission Neighbourhood Plan offers
the local community the opportunity to shape
the future development of Raunds in a
creative way, ensuring that its quality and
distinctiveness is enhanced by protecting
important local green spaces, supporting
existing employment opportunities, protecting
community facilities, whilst at the same time
supporting new housing and employment
growth.

Planning should proactively drive and
support sustainable economic
development to deliver the homes,
business and industrial units,
infrastructure and thriving local places
that the country needs. Every effort
should be made objectively to identify
and then meet the housing, business
and other development needs of an
area, and respond to wider
opportunities for growth. Plans should
take account of market signals, such as
land prices and housing affordability,
and set out a clear strategy for allocating
sufficient land which is suitable for
development in their area, taking
account of the needs of the residential
and business communities.

This Submission Neighbourhood Plan refines
and amplifies strategic policies set out in the
North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
and the ‘saved’ policies of the East
Northamptonshire District Local Plan. The
Submission Neighbourhood Plan supports the
development of new local employment
opportunities, including small businesses, and
protecting existing sources of employment
(Policies R13, R14 and R15). Policy R9
encourages the development of retail, office,
leisure, commercial, cultural and tourism uses
in Raunds town centre.

Planning should always seek to secure
high quality design and a good standard
of amenity for all existing and future
occupants of land and buildings.

The Submission Neighbourhood Plan protects
the character, form and setting of Raunds
under Policy R2 which indicates that new
development should be of good design and in
keeping with the surrounding area. There
should be no significant adverse impact on

Policy R1 supports the development of new
affordable and market and promotes the
delivery of an appropriate range of types and
sizes of housing in relation to the existing
stock and the local housing market.
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NPPF Core Planning Principle

Regard that the Raunds Neighbourhood
Development Plan has to guidance
residential amenity for existing or future
residents.

Planning should take account of the
different roles and character of different
areas, promoting the vitality of our main
urban areas, protecting the Green Belts
around them, recognising the intrinsic
character and beauty of the countryside
and supporting thriving rural
communities within it.

The Raunds Neighbourhood Development Plan
seeks to protect the surrounding countryside
by prioritising the development of previously
used land (Policy R14) boundaries and aims to
protect and enhance services and facilities
vital to supporting a thriving rural community
(Policies R6 and R8).

Support the transition to a low carbon
future in a changing climate, taking full
account of flood risk and coastal change,
and encourage the reuse of existing
resources, including conversion of
existing buildings, and encourage the
use of renewable resources (for
example, by the development of
renewable energy).

The Submission Neighbourhood Plan
promotes an approach which reduces reliance
on the private car and improves the
pedestrian environment, for example, through
highway improvements (Policies R10 and R22).
Polices R12, R18, R21 and R22 promote
improvements to the local footpath/cycle
network.

Planning should contribute to conserving
and enhancing the natural environment
and reducing pollution. Allocations of
land for development should prefer land
of lesser environmental value, where
consistent with other policies in the
Framework.

The Submission Neighbourhood Plan is fully
consistent with this principle.

Development affecting the Upper Nene Valley
Gravel Pits Special Protection Area/Site of
Special Scientific Interest is restricted (Policy
R20).

The conversion of existing buildings is
encouraged along with other measures to
reduce energy consumption and carbon
emissions (Policies R2, R9, R14 and R16)

The Plan provides a policy framework for
protecting local green spaces (Policy R7) and
other open spaces (Policy R6). This should
have a beneficial impact on the natural
environment.
Proposals for increasing opportunities for
walking and cycling have the potential to
reduce traffic flow through the area, thereby
reducing carbon emissions and, with their
concomitant environmental improvements,
6
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Regard that the Raunds Neighbourhood
Development Plan has to guidance
are likely to have a positive impact on air
quality.

Planning should encourage the effective
use of land by reusing land that has been
previously developed (Brownfield land),
provided that it is not of high
environmental value.

The Submission Plan seeks to safeguard locally
important open spaces from new
development and encourages the reuse of
previously developed land. (Policies R6, R7, R9,
R14 and R15)

Planning should promote mixed-use
developments, and encourage multiple
benefits from the use of land in urban
and rural areas, recognising that some
open land can perform many functions
(such as wildlife, recreation, flood risk
mitigation, carbon storage or food
production).

The Submission Plan recognises that open
space/green infrastructure can perform
multiple functions in Policy R17 and in Policy
R7 which designates several local green
spaces.

Planning should conserve heritage assets
in a manner appropriate to their
significance, so that they can be enjoyed
for their contribution to the quality of
life of this and future generations

Policy R2 requires new development to
preserve and enhance designated and nondesignated heritage assets whilst Policy R19
seeks to protect and enhance Locally Listed
Buildings and their settings.

Planning should actively manage
patterns of growth to make the fullest
possible use of public transport, walking
and cycling, and focus significant
development in locations which are or
can be made sustainable

The Submission Neighbourhood Plan seeks to
focus development in sustainable locations by
promoting development within Raunds and
facilitates sustainable patterns of transport, by
improving local connectivity through improved
routes for walking and cycling. (Policies R9,
R10, R12, R16 and R21)

Planning should take account of and
support local strategies to improve
health, social and cultural wellbeing for
all, and deliver sufficient community and
cultural services to meet local needs

The Neighbourhood Plan is fully in accord with
this principle. Policies in the plan safeguard
and seek to improve local green spaces (Policy
R7) and other open spaces (Policy R6). The
Plan also protects local community facilities
(Policy R8).
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Have Special Regard to the Desirability of Preserving any Listed Building or its Setting or
any Features of Special Architectural or Historic Interest
There are 23 Listed Buildings and Scheduled Monuments in the neighbourhood area and
Policy R19 lists a number of Locally Listed Buildings to be preserved and enhanced. Policy R2
protects and enhances the locally distinctive historic environment.
[Note: this Basic Condition only applies to Neighbourhood Development Orders but has been
included for the sake of completeness].

Have Special Regard to the Desirability of Preserving or Enhancing Character or
Appearance of any Conservation Area
There is no Conservation Area in the Neighbourhood Plan Area.
[Note: this Basic Condition only applies to Neighbourhood Development Orders but has been
included for the sake of completeness].

The making of the neighbourhood development plan is not likely to have a significant
effect on a European site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2010(2)) or a European offshore marine site (as defined in the Offshore
Marine Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 2007(3)) (either alone or in
combination with other plans or projects).
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
To meet the ‘basic conditions’ which are specified by law a Neighbourhood Development Plan
must be compatible with EU obligations. Furthermore, as at 9th February 2015 Regulation 15
of the 2012 Neighbourhood Planning Regulations was amended to require that when a plan
is submitted to the Local Planning Authority it should include either an environmental report
prepared in accordance with the applicable regulations or where it has been determined as
unlikely to have significant environmental effects, a statement of reasons for the
determination. An SEA screening report was prepared using East Northamptonshire Council’s
SEA Screening for Neighbourhood Plans pro-forma to determine whether or not the content
of the draft Raunds Neighbourhood Plan requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and associated Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. A Habitat Regulations Assessment
screening report was also undertaken using East Northamptonshire Council’s HRA Screening
for Neighbourhood Plans pro-forma to determine whether a Habitats Regulations Assessment
(HRA) is required in accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive and with
Regulation 61 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended).
The draft screening report was subsequently sent to the relevant statutory bodies: Natural
England, Historic England and the Environment Agency to clarify whether they agreed with
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the SEA/HRA Screening Reports’ findings as to whether the plan requires a full SEA and/or
HRA assessment.

Requirement for HRA / legislative Background
Article 6 (3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) and regulation 61 of
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended) requires that an
appropriate assessment of plans and programmes is carried out with regard to the
conservation objectives of European Sites (Natura 2000 sites) and that other plans and
projects identify any significant effect that is likely for any European Site. In the context of
neighbourhood planning, a Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) is required where a
Neighbourhood Plan is deemed likely to result in significant negative effects occurring on
protected European Sites (Natura 2000 sites) as a result of the plan’s implementation. The
Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA/RAMSAR falls within the neighbourhood area.
Consequently, the impact on this site will need to be considered.

Screening Determination
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
A screening assessment to determine the need for a SEA in line with regulations and guidance
was undertaken and can be found in the SEA Screening conclusion section of East
Northamptonshire’s pro-forma. The assessment found that it is unlikely that significant
environmental effects will occur as a result of the implementation of the Raunds
Neighbourhood Plan. Consequently, from the findings of the screening assessment it was
recommended that a full SEA does not need to be undertaken for the Raunds Neighbourhood
Plan.
HRA
A screening assessment to determine the need for HRA in line with regulations and guidance
was undertaken and can be found in the HRA Screening conclusion section of East
Northamptonshire’s pro-forma. It found that it was unlikely that the neighbourhood plan
will result in any significant negative impacts on internationally designated wildlife sites
which have not already been examined and addressed as part of the Appropriate
Assessment conducted for the South Worcestershire Development Plan. As such, it was
recommended that a full Appropriate Assessment is not required. This was confirmed
through the responses from Historic England and the Environment Agency. Natural England
considered that Neighbourhood Plan Policies R1, R20 and R21 should be amended in order
to meet the requirements of the Habitats Regulations. The policies in the Submission
Raunds Neighbourhood Development Plan have been amended to reflect Natural England’s
advice
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Contribute to the Achievement of Sustainable Development
The Submission Neighbourhood Development Plan contributes strongly to the achievement
of sustainable development.
Paragraphs 6-10 of the National Planning Policy Framework outline the Government’s
definition of sustainable development.
The UK Government’s interpretation of the concept of sustainable development builds on
that of the UN resolution 24/187, which is ‘meeting the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.’
The NPPF amplifies this simple definition, at paragraph 7, stating that sustainable
development has three dimensions, economic, social and environmental. Planning needs to
perform a number of roles in relation to these issues:


“an economic role - contributing to building a strong, responsive and competitive
economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right
places at the right time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying and
coordinating development requirements, including the provision of infrastructure;



a social role - supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by providing the
supply of housing required to meet the needs of the present and future generations;
and by creating a high quality built environment, with accessible local services that
reflect the community’s needs and support its health, social and cultural well- being;
and



an environmental role - contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built
and historic environment; and as part of this, helping to improve biodiversity, use
natural resources prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt
to climate change including moving to a low carbon economy.”

In Paragraph 6, the NPPF states that “the policies in paragraphs 18-219, taken as a whole,
constitute the Government’s view of what sustainable development in England means in
practice for the planning system”.
Table 1 above gives a clear and comprehensive narrative of how the framework complies
with the Core Planning Principles of the NPPF, and by corollary, the achievement of
sustainable development.
Table 2 below summarises how the policies in the Submission Raunds Neighbourhood
Development Plan contribute to the economic, social and environmental aspects of
sustainable development.
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Table 2 Submission Plan’s contribution to the economic, social and environmental aspects
of sustainable development.

Sustainable Development
Role

Neighbourhood Development Plan’s Contribution

Economic

The Submission Neighbourhood Plan seeks to improve
accessibility to local employment opportunities and
supports development proposals from small businesses. It
also protects existing employment uses. (Policies R13, R14
and R15)

Social

The Neighbourhood Plan sets a strong framework that will
help to support the achievement of sustainable social
development. The plan protects local community facilities
and promotes health and well-being by protecting
recreational facilities and green spaces and improving the
local footpath/cycleway network in order to maximise
accessibility to residents. (Policies R6, R7, R8, R10, R17 and
R21)

Environmental

The Submission Neighbourhood Plan includes a number of
policies (Policies R2 and R8) that seek to protect and
enhance the character, form and setting of Raunds. Local
green spaces are identified for protection from
development. The Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special
Protection Area/Site of Special Scientific Interest is
protected from inappropriate development (Policy R20).
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Be in General Conformity with Strategic Local Planning Policy
The Submission Neighbourhood Plan is in general conformity with strategic Local Plan
policies contained in the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2016 and the ‘saved’
policies of the East Northamptonshire District Local Plan 1996.
Planning Practice Guidance 2014 para 009 advises that “Neighbourhood plans, when
brought into force, become part of the development plan for the neighbourhood area. They
can be developed before or at the same time as the local planning authority is producing its
Local Plan.
A draft neighbourhood plan or Order must be in general conformity with the strategic
policies of the development plan in force if it is to meet the basic condition. A draft
Neighbourhood Plan or Order is not tested against the policies in an emerging Local
Plan although the reasoning and evidence informing the Local Plan process may be relevant
to the consideration of the basic conditions against which a neighbourhood plan is tested.”
Table 3 below sets out the way that the Neighbourhood Plan conforms to the relevant
strategic policies from the Adopted Plans.
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Table 3 Conformity with Local Strategic Planning Policy
Raunds Neighbourhood Development Plan

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

POLICY R1 – ENSURING AN APPROPRIATE
RANGE OF SIZES AND TYPES OF HOUSES

Policy 30 – Housing Mix and Tenure
Housing development should provide a mix of
dwelling sizes and tenures to cater for current
and forecast accommodation needs and to
assist in the creation of sustainable mixed and
inclusive communities. In particular:

Policy H4
On residential development sites of
more than 10 units, a variety of
dwelling types and styles will need to
be provided.

Affordable and market housing should be
supported by evidence in relation to the
existing housing stock and the local housing
market.
Any future proposals for infill or urban housing
developments, within 3km of the Upper Nene
Valley SPA/Ramsar, will be required to make a
financial payment in line with the APA
Mitigation Strategy.

a) The mix of house types within a
development should reflect:
i.
The need to accommodate smaller
households with an emphasis on the
provision of small and medium sized
dwellings (1-3 bedrooms) including,
where appropriate, dwellings designed
for older people;
ii.
The existing housing stock within the
settlement or neighbourhood/ward in
order to address any gaps in provision
and to avoid an over-concentration of a
single type of housing where this would
adversely affect the character or
infrastructure of the area.
b) The internal floor area of new dwellings
must meet the National Space Standards as a
minimum in order to provide residents with

Policy H16
In the rural area planning permission
will be granted for affordable housing
to meet genuine local needs
(identified through a local housing
needs survey) on sites where the
criteria listed below can be satisfied:
(i) the site must be well related
to an existing settlement, in
terms of its location, form,
character and setting and the
permitted development may
serve more than one parish:
(ii) the proposal must comply
with the district council’s
requirements particularly in
terms of conservation, design,
materials, access, drainage,
landscaping and open space
provision;
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North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016
adequate space for basic furnishings, storage
and activities. In both affordable and market
sectors, adaptable housing designs will be
encouraged in order to provide flexible internal
layouts and to allow for cost-effective
alterations (including extensions) as demands
and lifestyles change;
c) New dwellings must meet Category 2 of the
proposed National Accessibility Standards as a
minimum and the local planning authority will
negotiate for a proportion of Category 3
(wheel-chair accessible) housing based on
evidence of local needs;

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996
(iii) it must be demonstrated that
the proposal meets a
particular and identified local
need which cannot be met in
any other way, including an
alternative site within the
built confines of the
settlement; and
(iv) a legal agreement or planning
obligation must be entered
into in order to ensure the
continued availability of the
dwellings to meet local needs.

d) On private sector developments of 15 or
more dwellings (net) or where the combined
GFA of dwellings will exceed 1,500sqm in the
Growth Towns and Market Towns and 11 or
more dwellings (net) or where the combined
GFA of dwellings will exceed 1,000sqm
elsewhere, the local planning authority will
seek the provision of affordable housing in line
with the following targets:
 Sustainable Urban Extensions 20% of
total dwellings in phases to be
developed by March 2026, with
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North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

provision to be made for a review of the
viable level of affordable housing in
later phases.
 Growth Towns and Market Towns
excluding Oundle 30% of total dwellings
 Rural areas including all villages plus
Oundle 40% of total dwellings
The precise proportion and tenure mix of
affordable housing will take into account the
need identified in the SHMA toolkit (or more up
to date local assessment agreed with the local
planning authority) and the viability of the
development;
e) Affordable housing will be provided on site
unless the developer can demonstrate
exceptional circumstances which necessitate
provision on another site, or the local planning
authority is satisfied that off-site delivery or an
equivalent financial contribution for affordable
housing will support urban regeneration and/or
the creation of sustainable mixed and inclusive
communities;
f) Proposals will be encouraged for market and
affordable housing provision to meet the
specialised housing requirements of older
15
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North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

households including designated, sheltered and
extra care accommodation and other attractive
housing options to enable older households to
down-size to smaller accommodation. SUEs and
other strategic developments should make
specific provision towards meeting these
needs;
g) Proposals for individual and community
Custom-Build developments that are in line
with the spatial strategy will be supported.
SUEs and other strategic developments should
make available serviced building plots to
facilitate this sector of the market.

POLICY R2 – PROMOTING GOOD DESIGN
All new development in Raunds will be
encouraged to be of good design and in keeping
with the character of the surrounding area. All
new development proposals should be drawn
up with the active involvement of the town
council and the local community and will be
assessed against the following:

Policy 8 – North Northamptonshire Place
Shaping Principles
Development should:
a) Create connected places by ensuring that it:
i.
Connects to the maximum number of
local streets, avoiding dead ends, to
allow it to integrate into the wider
settlement and to connect to existing
services and facilities;
ii.
Integrates well with existing cycle,
pedestrian, public transport and
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a) preservation and enhancement of the
locally distinctive built, historic and natural
environment, including designated and nondesignated assets;

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016

iii.

b) how their design takes account of site
characteristics and surroundings, including:
i. layout
ii. siting
iii. scale
iv. height
v. proportions and massing
vi. orientation
vii. architectural detailing
viii.landscaping and
ix. materials
c) no significant adverse impact on residential
amenity for existing and future residents;
d) the development does not contribute to, or
suffer from, adverse impacts arising from
ground, noise, light or air contamination,
land instability or cause ground water
pollution;

iv.

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

vehicular movement networks and links
to these routes in the most direct and
legible way possible, to achieve logical
routes;
Improves or creates open green spaces
which tie into the wider network of
public green spaces and routes to allow
for movement across the settlement
through its green infrastructure;
Provides direct routes to local facilities
within or outside the site to create
more walkable neighbourhoods; and

b) Make safe and pleasant streets and spaces
by:
i.
Prioritising the needs of pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport users and
resisting developments that would
prejudice highway safety;
ii.
Ensuring a satisfactory means of access
and provision for parking, servicing and
manoeuvring in accordance with
adopted standards;
iii.
Ensuring that streets and spaces are
continuously enclosed by buildings, or
by strong landscaping with well-defined
public and private space;
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North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016

iv.
e) the development utilises sustainable
construction methods, minimises the use of
non-renewable resources and maximises the
v.
use of recycled and sustainably sourced
materials;
f) minimal resource use and low or zero
carbon dioxide emissions;
g) easy access for all members of the
community;
h) safe environments that minimise
opportunities for crime in accordance with
Northampton Supplementary Planning
Guidance Planning Out Crime;
j) the development is integrated with the
existing town;
k) any development on the edge of the town
should improve access to the countryside;
and
l) particularly within the urban area the use of
appropriate and adequate lighting.

vi.

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

Ensuring that streets and spaces, are
overlooked, active, feel safe and
promote inclusive access;
Creating legible places which make it
easy for people to find their way
around; and
Contributing, towards enhancements to
the existing public realm such as tree
planting to add to the character and
quality of the main streets and to
encourage walking and cycling.

c) Ensure adaptable, diverse and flexible places
by:
i.
Creating varied and distinctive
neighbourhoods which provide for local
needs through a mix of uses, unit sizes
and tenures; and
ii.
Mixing land use and densities within
settlements and ensuring that people
can move easily between and through
them by non-car modes;
d) Create a distinctive local character by:
i.
Responding to the site’s immediate and
wider context and local character to
create new streets, spaces and buildings
18

Raunds Neighbourhood Development Plan

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016

ii.

iii.

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

which draw on the best of that local
character without stifling innovation;
Responding to the local topography and
the overall form, character and
landscape setting of the settlement; and
The creative use of the public realm
through the use of measures such as
incidental play spaces, bespoke street
furniture and memorable features.

e) Ensure quality of life and safer and healthier
communities by:
i.
Protecting amenity by not resulting in
an unacceptable impact on the
amenities of future occupiers,
neighbouring properties or the wider
area, by reason of noise, vibration,
smell, light or other pollution, loss of
light or overlooking;
ii.
Preventing both new and existing
development from contributing to or
being adversely affected by
unacceptable levels of soil, air, light,
water or noise pollution or land
instability;
iii.
Incorporate ecologically sensitive design
and features for biodiversity to deliver
‘Biodiversity by Design’;
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North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016
iv.

v.

vi.

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

Seeking to design out antisocial
behaviour and crime and reduce the
fear of crime through the creation of
safe environments that benefit from
natural surveillance, defensible spaces
and other security measures having
regard to the principles of the ‘Secured
by Design’;
Proportionate and appropriate
community and fire safety measures;
and
Incorporating flexible and resilient
designs for buildings and their settings,
including access to amenity space.

Policy 9 - Sustainable Buildings
Development should incorporate measures to
ensure high standards of resource and energy
efficiency and reduction in carbon emissions.
All residential development should incorporate
measures to limit use to no more than 105
litres/person/day and external water use of no
more than 5 litres/person/day or alternative
national standard applying to areas of water
stress.

20

Raunds Neighbourhood Development Plan

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

Design and access statements must
demonstrate how sustainable design principles
have been addressed. In particular:
1. Subject to economic viability, developments
of 1000+ square metres of non-residential
floorspace should, as a minimum meet
BREEAM very good or equivalent nationally
recognised standards;

POLICY R3 – FLEXIBILITY AND
ADAPTABILITY IN NEW HOUSING
DESIGN
As well as taking account of the principles
set out in Policy R2 “Promoting Good
Design” of the Raunds Neighbourhood
Development Plan housing development

2. The layout and design of sites, buildings and
associated landscaping should:
a.
Maximise the use of passive solar design
to address heating and cooling; and
b.
Where technically feasible, enable
access to or provision of decentralised
energy networks, or safeguard future
opportunities to do so without major
disruption.
Policy 30 – Housing Mix and Tenure (extract)
Housing development should provide a mix of
dwelling sizes and tenures to cater for current
and forecast accommodation needs and to
assist in the creation of sustainable mixed and
inclusive communities. In particular:
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proposals should demonstrate how they can
meet the changing needs of households,
lifestyles and technologies by incorporating
flexibility and adaptability in to their design
and construction. This should include both
internal and external design and
construction features. Particular regard
should be paid to room sizes and their
adaptability.

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

a) The mix of house types within a
development should reflect:
i.
The need to accommodate smaller
households with an emphasis on the
provision of small and medium sized
dwellings (1-3 bedrooms) including,
where appropriate, dwellings designed
for older people;
ii.
The existing housing stock within the
settlement or neighbourhood/ward in
order to address any gaps in provision
and to avoid an over-concentration of a
single type of housing where this would
adversely affect the character or
infrastructure of the area.
b) The internal floor area of new dwellings
must meet the National Space Standards as a
minimum in order to provide residents with
adequate space for basic furnishings, storage
and activities. In both affordable and market
sectors, adaptable housing designs will be
encouraged in order to provide flexible internal
layouts and to allow for cost-effective
alterations (including extensions) as demands
and lifestyles change;
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Policy 8 – North Northamptonshire Place
Shaping Principles
Development should:
a) Create connected places by ensuring that it:
i.
Connects to the maximum number of
local streets, avoiding dead ends, to
allow it to integrate into the wider
settlement and to connect to existing
services and facilities;
ii.
Integrates well with existing cycle,
pedestrian, public transport and
vehicular movement networks and links
to these routes in the most direct and
legible way possible, to achieve logical
routes;

Policy RL3
Arising from new developments of
more than 15 dwellings recreational
open space will be provided by
developers to satisfy at least the
following standard:
(i) settlements with population
in excess of 1000 - provision
will be at the rate of 2.43 ha
per 1000 population;
(ii) settlements with population
less than 1000 - provision
will be considered separately

POLICY R4 – CAR PARKING IN NEW HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT
In new housing developments, suitable car
parking should be provided in line with the
Northamptonshire County Council guidance
and standards. To prevent the future loss of
car parking spaces planning applications will
be conditioned appropriately so that, for
example, garages and off-street car parking
spaces are not lost.
POLICY R5 – OPEN SPACE PROVISION
All new development in Raunds will be
expected to maintain and enhance open
space provision by:
a) providing a mix of open space uses which
meet local need, including children’s play
areas and sports pitches in accordance
with the East Northampton Council Open
Space Supplementary Planning Document
(Adopted November 2011) and any
subsequent updates or revisions
b) promoting a green infrastructure
approach in order to encourage

Policy RL4
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community access and protect and
enhance the natural and historic
environment
c) promoting connectivity. The siting and
layout of open space within new
development will be key to connecting
existing and new communities to the
countryside and other open space. The
design and layout of the open space
should also allow habitat and species
connectivity by linking new open space to
existing habitats and wildlife corridors
d) Not resulting in a loss of open space,
including sports and recreation facilities
and playing fields unless:





It is surplus to requirements; or
A site of equivalent quality and
accessibility can be provided, serviced
and made available to the community
prior to use of the existing site
ceasing; or
The development is for alternative
sports and recreation provision, the
need for which clearly outweighs the
loss

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
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iii.

Arising from housing developments
of 15 dwellings or more, children’s
play areas will need to be provided by
developers

iv.

Improves or creates open green spaces
which tie into the wider network of
public green spaces and routes to allow
for movement across the settlement
through its green infrastructure;
Provides direct routes to local facilities
within or outside the site to create
more walkable neighbourhoods; and

b) Make safe and pleasant streets and spaces
by:
i.
Prioritising the needs of pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport users and
resisting developments that would
prejudice highway safety;
ii.
Ensuring a satisfactory means of access
and provision for parking, servicing and
manoeuvring in accordance with
adopted standards;
iii.
Ensuring that streets and spaces are
continuously enclosed by buildings, or
by strong landscaping with well-defined
public and private space;
iv.
Ensuring that streets and spaces, are
overlooked, active, feel safe and
promote inclusive access;
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Development which contributes towards the
improvement of existing, or the provision of
new public open space, sports and recreation
facilities and meets other planning
requirements will be encouraged.

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016
v.

vi.
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Creating legible places which make it
easy for people to find their way
around; and
Contributing, towards enhancements to
the existing public realm such as tree
planting to add to the character and
quality of the main streets and to
encourage walking and cycling.

c) Ensure adaptable, diverse and flexible places
by:
i.
Creating varied and distinctive
neighbourhoods which provide for local
needs through a mix of uses, unit sizes
and tenures; and
ii.
Mixing land use and densities within
settlements and ensuring that people
can move easily between and through
them by non-car modes;
d) Create a distinctive local character by:
i.
Responding to the site’s immediate and
wider context and local character to
create new streets, spaces and buildings
which draw on the best of that local
character without stifling innovation;
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Responding to the local topography and
the overall form, character and
landscape setting of the settlement; and
The creative use of the public realm
through the use of measures such as
incidental play spaces, bespoke street
furniture and memorable features.

e) Ensure quality of life and safer and healthier
communities by:
i.
Protecting amenity by not resulting in
an unacceptable impact on the
amenities of future occupiers,
neighbouring properties or the wider
area, by reason of noise, vibration,
smell, light or other pollution, loss of
light or overlooking;
ii.
Preventing both new and existing
development from contributing to or
being adversely affected by
unacceptable levels of soil, air, light,
water or noise pollution or land
instability;
iii.
Incorporate ecologically sensitive design
and features for biodiversity to deliver
‘Biodiversity by Design’;
iv.
Seeking to design out antisocial
behaviour and crime and reduce the
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fear of crime through the creation of
safe environments that benefit from
natural surveillance, defensible spaces
and other security measures having
regard to the principles of the ‘Secured
by Design’;
Proportionate and appropriate
community and fire safety measures;
and
Incorporating flexible and resilient
designs for buildings and their settings,
including access to amenity space.

Policy 19 – The Delivery of Green
Infrastructure
The special mixed urban and rural character of
North Northamptonshire will be maintained
and enhanced by:
a) Managing development and investment to
secure a net gain in green infrastructure
through:
i.
Establishing multi-functional
greenspaces within the GI network;
ii.
Providing, where opportunities exist,
new wildlife habitats, facilities and
27
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routes to enhance assets and the
linkages between them;
Supporting the strategic green
infrastructure priorities of
1. The Nene and Ise Valleys (Policy 20)
2. The Rockingham Forest (Policy 21).

b) Safeguarding identified sub-regional green
infrastructure corridors by:
i.
Not permitting development that
compromises their integrity and
therefore that of the overall green
infrastructure network;
ii.
Using developer contributions to
facilitate improvements to their quality
and robustness;
iii.
Investing in enhancement and
restoration where opportunities exist.
c) Contributing towards the enhancement or
ongoing management of local green
infrastructure corridors by prioritising green
infrastructure investment in areas where net
gains can be made to the range of functions,
particularly those that improve access between
the towns and their surrounding countryside
and remedy local deficiencies in open space
provision and quality;
28
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POLICY R6 – PROTECTED OPEN SPACES
The open spaces are listed below and identified
on Figure 5 on Page 25 and the Proposals Map.
1
2
3
4
5
7
10
11
12
14

Amos Lawrence Playing Field, Stanwick
Road.
Bassfords Recreation Ground, Marshalls
Road.
Raunds Town Football Club, Kiln Park,
London Road.
Raunds Cricket Club, off Marshalls Road.
Webb Road Play Area, Webb Road.
Cemetery, London Road (Current and
extension)
The Square
Saddlers Play Area and land at rear (play
area)
The Conservative club: Bowls Green
Millfield Windmill Play area

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016
d) Requiring, where appropriate, project level
Habitats Regulations Assessments, to ensure
the protection of European designated sites
such as the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits
Special Protection Area and Ramsar Site.
Policy 7– Community Services and Facilities
Development should support and enhance
community services and facilities, where
appropriate by:
a) Providing on site where necessary or
contributing towards accessible, new or
enhanced community services and facilities to
meet the needs arising from the development
utilising, where possible, opportunities for the
co-location of facilities or the use of existing
suitable sites;
b) Providing accessible greenspace in
accordance with Natural England’s Accessible
Natural Greenspace Standards (ANGSt) and the
Woodland Trust’s Woodland Access Standard
unless local standards have been adopted;
c) Safeguarding existing facilities unless it can
be demonstrated that:

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

Policy EN20
Planning permission will not be
granted for development which
adversely affects open land of
particular significance to the form
and character of a town or village, as
identified by one or more of the
following criteria:(i)
the land contributes to the
retention of the existing
form and character of a
particular settlement;
(ii) the land provides an
important open area within a
settlement which separates
distinct groups of buildings
or parts of the settlement;
(iii) the land contributes to the
setting of a listed building, a
building of townscape
quality, ancient monument
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15
16
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
22
26

i.
They are no longer viable; and
ii.
No longer needed by the community
they serve; and
iii.
Are not needed for any other
community use or that the facility is
being relocated and improved to meet
the needs of the new and existing
community.

or landscape feature, or
contributes to the character
of a conservation area;
the land allows views into
the settlement from
approach roads or open
countryside, views into the
countryside from within the
settlement, and/or views
across to different parts of
the settlement

Darsdale (Future open space)
Open Space on Meadow Lane
De Ferneus Drive
Furnells Close
Ponds Close
Manor Farm Road (footpath)
Cherry Walk
Smithfield
Warth Park Nature Area
Land at Meadow Lane
Mc Inness Way

Development of such spaces will only be
permitted when:



equivalent or better provision is made in
a suitably accessible location; or
the space is no longer required or
suitable for use as an open space.

POLICY R7 – LOCAL GREEN SPACES IN RAUNDS
The local green spaces, listed below and shown
on Figure 5 on Page 25 and the Proposals Map
will be protected. Their development for uses

d) Not resulting in a net loss of open space,
allotments, sports and recreation buildings and
land, including playing fields unless:
i.
The facility is surplus to requirements;
or
ii.
A site of equivalent quality and
accessibility can be provided, serviced
and made available to the community
prior to use of the existing site ceasing;
or
iii.
The development is for alternative
sports and recreation provision, the
need for which clearly outweighs the
loss.
Policy 7– Community Services and Facilities
Development should support and enhance
community services and facilities, where
appropriate by:

(iv)

Policy EN20
Planning permission will not be
granted for development which
adversely affects open land of
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other than uses compatible with their openness
will only be permitted in very special
circumstances.
6.
8.
9
13.
17.

Saxon Hall Grounds, Thorpe Street
London Road allotments
Brick Kiln Road allotments
Memorial Gardens
St Peter’s Churchyard

In accordance with Paragraphs 81 to 89 of the
NPPF, these special circumstances include:
(a) provision of appropriate facilities for
outdoor sport, outdoor recreation and
for cemeteries, as long as it preserves
the openness of the Local Green Space
(b) the extension or alteration of a building
provided that it does not result in
disproportionate additions over and
above the size of the original building;
(c) the replacement of a building, provided
the new building is in the same use and
not materially larger than the one it
replaces;

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016
a) Providing on site where necessary or
contributing towards accessible, new or
enhanced community services and facilities to
meet the needs arising from the development
utilising, where possible, opportunities for the
co-location of facilities or the use of existing
suitable sites;
b) Providing accessible greenspace in
accordance with Natural England’s Accessible
Natural Greenspace Standards (ANGSt) and the
Woodland Trust’s Woodland Access Standard
unless local standards have been adopted;
c) Safeguarding existing facilities unless it can
be demonstrated that:
i.
They are no longer viable; and
ii.
No longer needed by the community
they serve; and
iii.
Are not needed for any other
community use or that the facility is
being relocated and improved to meet
the needs of the new and existing
community.

East Northamptonshire District Local
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particular significance to the form
and character of a town or village, as
identified by one or more of the
following criteria:(i)
the land
contributes to the
retention of the
existing form and
character of a
particular
settlement;
(ii)
the land provides
an important open
area within a
settlement which
separates distinct
groups of buildings
or parts of the
settlement;
(iii)
the land
contributes to the
setting of a listed
building, a building
of townscape
quality, ancient
monument or
landscape feature,
or contributes to
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Development on local green spaces may be
allowed in the following circumstances:

d) Not resulting in a net loss of open space,
allotments, sports and recreation buildings and
land, including playing fields unless:
i.
The facility is surplus to requirements;
or
ii.
A site of equivalent quality and
accessibility can be provided, serviced
and made available to the community
prior to use of the existing site ceasing;
or
iii.
The development is for alternative
sports and recreation provision, the
need for which clearly outweighs the
loss.
Policy 7– Community Services and Facilities
Development should support and enhance
community services and facilities, where
appropriate by:

(d) Opportunities to provide access;
(e) to provide opportunities for outdoor
sport and recreation;
(f) to retain and enhance landscapes, visual
amenity and biodiversity; or
(g) to improve damaged and derelict land.

POLICY R8 – PROTECTING EXISTING
COMMUNITY AND RECREATION FACILITIES AND
BUILDINGS
The community and recreation facilities and
buildings listed below will be protected.






St Peter’s Church
The Cottons Medical Centre
The Square
St Peter's Community Enterprise Centre
Saxon Hall

East Northamptonshire District Local
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(iv)

the character of a
conservation area;
the land allows
views into the
settlement from
approach roads or
open countryside,
views into the
countryside from
within the
settlement, and/or
views across to
different parts of
the settlement

a) Providing on site where necessary or
contributing towards accessible, new or
enhanced community services and facilities to
meet the needs arising from the development
utilising, where possible, opportunities for the
co-location of facilities or the use of existing
suitable sites;
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The Town Hall
Raunds Methodist Church
St Thomas More Catholic Church
Raunds Library
Raunds Cricket Club
Raunds Football Club
St Johns Ambulance Rooms
Manor School Sports College
Windmill Primary School
The Snooks
The World Upside Down
The Woodpecker
Cookies Bakery
The Conservative Club

Development proposals to improve, enhance or
expand these facilities will be permitted when
they do not have an adverse impact on
residential amenity, the local environment or
heritage.
Proposals to redevelop these facilities for
housing or other non-community uses will only
be permitted when the facility can clearly be
demonstrated to be no longer suitable for
continued community use, or that the facility is

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
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b) Providing accessible greenspace in
accordance with Natural England’s Accessible
Natural Greenspace Standards (ANGSt) and the
Woodland Trust’s Woodland Access Standard
unless local standards have been adopted;
c) Safeguarding existing facilities unless it can
be demonstrated that:
i.
They are no longer viable; and
ii.
No longer needed by the community
they serve; and
iii.
Are not needed for any other
community use or that the facility is
being relocated and improved to meet
the needs of the new and existing
community.
d) Not resulting in a net loss of open space,
allotments, sports and recreation buildings and
land, including playing fields unless:
i.
The facility is surplus to requirements;
or
ii.
A site of equivalent quality and
accessibility can be provided, serviced
and made available to the community
prior to use of the existing site ceasing;
or
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being relocated and improved to meet the
needs of the new and existing community.

iii.
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The development is for alternative
sports and recreation provision, the
need for which clearly outweighs the
loss.

To ensure Raunds has a suitable range of
community facilities any new development that
would lead to increased demand for an existing
community facility will be expected to provide a
suitable sum to ensure that that demand could
be met before the development takes place.
POLICY R9 – DEVELOPMENT IN RAUNDS TOWN Policy 12 – Town Centres and Town Centre
Uses
CENTRE
The vitality and viability of the town centres in
Within Raunds Town Centre, see Figure 6,
North Northamptonshire will be supported by:
development for retail, leisure, office,
commercial, cultural and tourism uses will be
a) Securing and maintaining a vibrant mix of
encouraged. Development proposals will be
retail, employment, leisure and cultural
facilities and supporting the provision of
assessed against the following criteria:
additional residential uses on appropriate sites
(a) For retail development, it is located in
including the re-use of vacant space above
one of the primary or secondary
shops. Part 2 Local Plans will identify the extent
shopping areas, see Figure 6;
of the Town Centres, sites to accommodate
(b) Where new shop frontages are proposed town centre uses, and Primary Shopping Areas.
they are of good design and enhance
Within Primary Shopping Areas Proposals for
local distinctiveness by ensuring that
change of use or redevelopment will be
corporate branding is subordinate to the permitted if the proposal adds to the
site and local surroundings and not the
attractiveness of the centre and does not lead
other way around;

Policy S5
Within the defined shopping
frontages shown on the proposals
map, planning permission will be
granted for the change of use of
existing class a1 shops, at ground
floor level, provided that:(i)
the proposals would
restore the integrity of a
previously sub-divided
unit; or
(ii)
the proposal would result
in a positive benefit to the
vitality and viability of the
town centre
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(c) The re-use of upper floors for residential
use will be encouraged;
(d) Distinctive and detailed features of
buildings should be retained and
enhanced;
(e) Proposals must include secure areas for
rubbish (wheelie bins) and bicycles;
(f) Business premises should have
appropriate signage; and
(g) Security grilles should be well designed
and seek to maintain a varied and
interesting frontage, whilst at the same
time providing appropriate security.
Within the prime shopping areas defined in
figure 6 at least 70% of the existing stock of
ground floor commercial space should remain
in non-residential use. Proposals which lead to
the permanent loss of commercial units should
be supported by evidence to demonstrate that
their continued commercial use is no longer
viable, or that an alternative use would
positively enhance the viability and vitality of
the town centre.

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
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to the predominance of A1 retail use being
critically undermined;
b) Enhancing the public realm and improving
access to the town centres for pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport users and
supporting proposals to provide convenient,
safe and secure car parking;
c) Maintaining and regenerating Kettering and
Corby town centres as the focus of higher order
facilities and retail investment serving growing
communities in the north. This will include a
minimum increase of 12,500 sq m net
comparison shopping floorspace in each of
Corby and Kettering town centres by 2031;
d) Adapting and diversifying Wellingborough
and Rushden town centres to operate
successfully alongside the permitted out of
centre retail and leisure development at
Rushden Lakes, which will provide up to 32,511
sq m net retail sales area serving growing
communities in the southern area;
e) Supporting the provision of a medium-sized
foodstore to serve the Desborough/ Rothwell
area and an additional 4,100 sq m of
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convenience goods floorspace in the southern
area by 2031;
f) Supporting development of town centre uses
in the town centres of the Market Towns where
this is of a scale and nature consistent with the
character of the settlement and the role of
Market Towns in providing mainly convenience
shopping and local services. Part 2 Local Plans
and Neighbourhood Plans may identify
additional development opportunities where
these do not undermine the focus of retail
development at the town centres of the
Growth Towns; and
g) Applying the sequential and impact tests set
out in the NPPF to the assessment of retail
development and other town centre uses that
are proposed outside the defined town centre
areas (other than small scale rural development
and the creation of local centres to meet the
day to day needs of residents in the SUEs).
Policy 23 - Distribution of New Jobs
In order to achieve a sustainable balance
between local jobs and workers and a more
diverse economy:
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a) The quantity and quality of existing and
committed employment sites will be reviewed
against the job creation targets set out below.
Table 3: Job Creation Targets

Corby
East Northamptonshire
Kettering
Wellingborough
North Northamptonshire

Net Job Growth
(in All Sectors)
2011 - 2031
9,700
7,200
8,100
6,100
31,100

b) Employment development of a scale and mix
identified within commitments and approved
master plans will be supported at the SUEs and
strategic sites identified on the Key Diagram.
These sites will act as the focus for the
provision of high quality employment in North
Northamptonshire. The use of Local
Development Orders and other innovative
mechanisms to facilitate delivery of these sites
will be supported;
c) The town centres and areas around the
railway stations at the Growth Towns will be
the preferred locations for new office
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POLICY R10 – TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT IN
RAUNDS
To create a safer more accessible environment
for pedestrians, cyclists and other road users
the following will be encouraged:
All development proposals will be expected to
demonstrate how they contribute to the
creation of safer roads and streets for
pedestrians and cyclists.

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016
development with additional office sites at
areas with good public transport connections;
d) Where, taking account of the forecast
growth in non-B class jobs, there is an
identified shortfall in supply of deliverable sites
to meet the jobs targets in Table 3, additional
sites will be allocated in Part 2 Local Plans
and/or Neighbourhood Plans with priority given
to sites within or adjoining the Growth Towns
in locations that are capable of being accessed
by a choice of means of transport;
e) Within the rural areas, new employment of
an appropriate scale and type will be supported
consistent with Policy 25.
Policy 8 – North Northamptonshire Place
Shaping Principles
Development should:
a) Create connected places by ensuring that it:
i.
Connects to the maximum number of
local streets, avoiding dead ends, to
allow it to integrate into the wider
settlement and to connect to existing
services and facilities;
ii.
Integrates well with existing cycle,
pedestrian, public transport and
vehicular movement networks and links
to these routes in the most direct and
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Policy RA2
The district council will provide
improved car parking facilities on a
site west of Brook Street.
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Over the lifetime of the plan the following
improvements should be implemented:





Midland Road/High Street/North Street
junction improvements
The Square/Marshalls Road/Brook
Street junction improvements
Improved car parking at Brook Street
Junction improvements to Butts Road,
Park Road, Manor Hill and Ponds Close
to facilitate pedestrian safety

iii.

iv.

East Northamptonshire District Local
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legible way possible, to achieve logical
routes;
Improves or creates open green spaces
which tie into the wider network of
public green spaces and routes to allow
for movement across the settlement
through its green infrastructure;
Provides direct routes to local facilities
within or outside the site to create
more walkable neighbourhoods; and

b) Make safe and pleasant streets and spaces
by:
i.
Prioritising the needs of pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport users and
resisting developments that would
prejudice highway safety;
ii.
Ensuring a satisfactory means of access
and provision for parking, servicing and
manoeuvring in accordance with
adopted standards;
iii.
Ensuring that streets and spaces are
continuously enclosed by buildings, or
by strong landscaping with well-defined
public and private space;
iv.
Ensuring that streets and spaces, are
overlooked, active, feel safe and
promote inclusive access;
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Creating legible places which make it
easy for people to find their way
around; and
Contributing, towards enhancements to
the existing public realm such as tree
planting to add to the character and
quality of the main streets and to
encourage walking and cycling.

c) Ensure adaptable, diverse and flexible places
by:
i.
Creating varied and distinctive
neighbourhoods which provide for local
needs through a mix of uses, unit sizes
and tenures; and
ii.
Mixing land use and densities within
settlements and ensuring that people
can move easily between and through
them by non-car modes;
d) Create a distinctive local character by:
i.
Responding to the site’s immediate and
wider context and local character to
create new streets, spaces and buildings
which draw on the best of that local
character without stifling innovation;
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Responding to the local topography and
the overall form, character and
landscape setting of the settlement; and
The creative use of the public realm
through the use of measures such as
incidental play spaces, bespoke street
furniture and memorable features.

e) Ensure quality of life and safer and healthier
communities by:
i.
Protecting amenity by not resulting in
an unacceptable impact on the
amenities of future occupiers,
neighbouring properties or the wider
area, by reason of noise, vibration,
smell, light or other pollution, loss of
light or overlooking;
ii.
Preventing both new and existing
development from contributing to or
being adversely affected by
unacceptable levels of soil, air, light,
water or noise pollution or land
instability;
iii.
Incorporate ecologically sensitive design
and features for biodiversity to deliver
‘Biodiversity by Design’;
iv.
Seeking to design out antisocial
behaviour and crime and reduce the
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fear of crime through the creation of
safe environments that benefit from
natural surveillance, defensible spaces
and other security measures having
regard to the principles of the ‘Secured
by Design’;
Proportionate and appropriate
community and fire safety measures;
and
Incorporating flexible and resilient
designs for buildings and their settings,
including access to amenity space.

Policy 12 – Town Centres and Town Centre
Uses (extract)
The vitality and viability of the town centres in
North Northamptonshire will be supported by:
a) Securing and maintaining a vibrant mix of
retail, employment, leisure and cultural
facilities and supporting the provision of
additional residential uses on appropriate sites
including the re-use of vacant space above
shops. Part 2 Local Plans will identify the extent
of the Town Centres, sites to accommodate
town centre uses, and Primary Shopping Areas.
Within Primary Shopping Areas Proposals for
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change of use or redevelopment will be
permitted if the proposal adds to the
attractiveness of the centre and does not lead
to the predominance of A1 retail use being
critically undermined;

POLICY R11 –SHOP FRONTS
Proposals for new shop fronts, or alterations to
existing shop fronts, will be permitted where
the following criteria are satisfied:
(a) The proposal would not result in the loss
of a traditional shop front or features of
architectural or historic interest;
(b) The proposals would be in keeping with
town centre in terms of architectural
style, materials and scale; and
(c) Where the proposal relates to a new
fascia, this is of appropriate height in
terms of the scale of the shop front and
other elements of the building and
street scene.

b) Enhancing the public realm and improving
access to the town centres for pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport users and
supporting proposals to provide convenient,
safe and secure car parking;
Policy 2 - Historic Environment
The distinctive North Northamptonshire
historic environment will be protected,
preserved and, where appropriate, enhanced.
Where a development would impact upon a
heritage asset and/or its setting:
a)
Proposals should conserve and, where
possible, enhance the heritage
significance and setting of an asset or
group of heritage assets in a manner
commensurate to its significance;
b)
Proposals should complement their
surrounding historic environment
through the form, scale, design and
materials;
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c)

POLICY R12 –TOWN CENTRE PUBLIC REALM
Developments that improve and enhance the
quality of the public realm in Raunds town

Proposals should protect and, where
possible, enhance key views and vistas
of heritage assets, including of the
church spires along the Nene Valley and
across North Northamptonshire;
d)
Proposals should demonstrate an
appreciation and understanding of the
impact of development on heritage
assets and their setting in order to
minimise harm to these assets and their
setting. Where loss of historic features
or archaeological remains is
unavoidable and justified, provision
should be made for recording and the
production of a suitable archive and
report;
e)
Where appropriate, flexible solutions to
the re-use of buildings and conservation
of other types of heritage assets at risk
will be encouraged, especially, where
this will result in their removal from the
‘at risk’ register.
Policy 8 – North Northamptonshire Place
Shaping Principles
Development should:
a) Create connected places by ensuring that it:
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centre will be supported. This may be achieved
in the following ways:

i.

a)

b)

c)

d)
e)

f)

Improving the environment to create more
attractive, safer and more legible public
spaces for pedestrians and cyclists by
incorporating ‘shared space’ principles,
particularly for The Square and extending
south down Brook Street to Hill Street and
north to the north end of West Street;
Providing high quality street furniture,
including seating, lighting and public art,
paving and soft landscaping particularly in
The Square, St Peter’s Memorial Gardens,
the front of the Town Hall and Spinney Hill;
Improving parking layout and access in the
car park at Marshall’s Road and West
Street;
Opening up views of St Peter’s Church;
Where relevant, new development should
overlook St Peter’s Memorial Garden to
provide more natural surveillance and
improve safety;
Enhancing the entry of Spinney Hill, off
Brook Street by widening it and improving
signage and lighting;

ii.

iii.

iv.

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

Connects to the maximum number of
local streets, avoiding dead ends, to
allow it to integrate into the wider
settlement and to connect to existing
services and facilities;
Integrates well with existing cycle,
pedestrian, public transport and
vehicular movement networks and links
to these routes in the most direct and
legible way possible, to achieve logical
routes;
Improves or creates open green spaces
which tie into the wider network of
public green spaces and routes to allow
for movement across the settlement
through its green infrastructure;
Provides direct routes to local facilities
within or outside the site to create
more walkable neighbourhoods; and

b) Make safe and pleasant streets and spaces
by:
i.
Prioritising the needs of pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport users and
resisting developments that would
prejudice highway safety;
ii.
Ensuring a satisfactory means of access
and provision for parking, servicing and
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h)

Providing steps from the east Brook Street
pavement into the Town Hall green space;
and
Expanding/improving the Town Hall Green
play area and providing seating.
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iii.

iv.

v.

vi.
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manoeuvring in accordance with
adopted standards;
Ensuring that streets and spaces are
continuously enclosed by buildings, or
by strong landscaping with well-defined
public and private space;
Ensuring that streets and spaces, are
overlooked, active, feel safe and
promote inclusive access;
Creating legible places which make it
easy for people to find their way
around; and
Contributing, towards enhancements to
the existing public realm such as tree
planting to add to the character and
quality of the main streets and to
encourage walking and cycling.

c) Ensure adaptable, diverse and flexible places
by:
i.
Creating varied and distinctive
neighbourhoods which provide for local
needs through a mix of uses, unit sizes
and tenures; and
ii.
Mixing land use and densities within
settlements and ensuring that people
can move easily between and through
them by non-car modes;
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d) Create a distinctive local character by:
i.
Responding to the site’s immediate and
wider context and local character to
create new streets, spaces and buildings
which draw on the best of that local
character without stifling innovation;
ii.
Responding to the local topography and
the overall form, character and
landscape setting of the settlement; and
iii.
The creative use of the public realm
through the use of measures such as
incidental play spaces, bespoke street
furniture and memorable features.
e) Ensure quality of life and safer and healthier
communities by:
i.
Protecting amenity by not resulting in
an unacceptable impact on the
amenities of future occupiers,
neighbouring properties or the wider
area, by reason of noise, vibration,
smell, light or other pollution, loss of
light or overlooking;
ii.
Preventing both new and existing
development from contributing to or
being adversely affected by
unacceptable levels of soil, air, light,
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iii.

iv.

v.

vi.
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water or noise pollution or land
instability;
Incorporate ecologically sensitive design
and features for biodiversity to deliver
‘Biodiversity by Design’;
Seeking to design out antisocial
behaviour and crime and reduce the
fear of crime through the creation of
safe environments that benefit from
natural surveillance, defensible spaces
and other security measures having
regard to the principles of the ‘Secured
by Design’;
Proportionate and appropriate
community and fire safety measures;
and
Incorporating flexible and resilient
designs for buildings and their settings,
including access to amenity space.

Policy 12 – Town Centres and Town Centre
Uses (extract)
The vitality and viability of the town centres in
North Northamptonshire will be supported by:
a) Securing and maintaining a vibrant mix of
retail, employment, leisure and cultural
facilities and supporting the provision of
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additional residential uses on appropriate sites
including the re-use of vacant space above
shops. Part 2 Local Plans will identify the extent
of the Town Centres, sites to accommodate
town centre uses, and Primary Shopping Areas.
Within Primary Shopping Areas Proposals for
change of use or redevelopment will be
permitted if the proposal adds to the
attractiveness of the centre and does not lead
to the predominance of A1 retail use being
critically undermined;
b) Enhancing the public realm and improving
access to the town centres for pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport users and
supporting proposals to provide convenient,
safe and secure car parking;
POLICY R13 – PROTECTING LOCAL
EMPLOYMENT SITES
To maintain a full range of employment
opportunities in the local area the following
sites identified on Figure 7 and the Proposals
Map will be protected for employment use:
1.

Warth Park Strategic Site

Policy 22 – Delivering Economic Prosperity
A stronger more sustainable economy that will
deliver a net increase of 31,100 jobs will be
sought through:
a) Ensuring that sufficient high quality sites are
identified to support the delivery of the job
targets in Table 3 (see Policy 23), recognising
opportunities provided by the priority sectors
of Renewable and Low Carbon Energy and
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2.
3.
4.
5.

Green Technologies, High Performance
Technologies and Logistics;
b) Prioritising the enhancement of existing
employment sites and the regeneration of
previously developed land;
c) Safeguarding existing and committed
employment sites for employment use unless it
can be demonstrated by an applicant that there
is no reasonable prospect of the site being used
for that purpose and that an alternative use
would:
 Not be detrimental to the mix of uses
within a Sustainable Urban Extension;
and/ or
 Resolve existing conflicts between land
uses;
d) Supporting proposals that encourage a coordinated approach to skills and training
provision and promote sector specific training.
Training and employment agreements will be
encouraged to facilitate increased
opportunities for the local workforce;
e) Safeguarding and enhancing North
Northamptonshire’s tourism and cultural assets
and supporting proposals to expand the
tourism industry in sustainable ways.

West End/North Dale End
Enterprise Road
New Barns Farm
A45 roundabout at Brick Kiln Road

Development for office, business (B1), general
industrial (B2) and warehousing uses (B8) will
be encouraged in these areas.
B8 uses should include accommodation to
allow at least 20% of jobs on-site to be office
based.
Development for hotel/leisure use will be
supported where it can be shown there is no
suitable alternative site in or adjacent to
Raunds Town Centre and an impact
assessment has been undertaken for
proposals over 2,500 sq. m.
Planning approval for uses outside of the
above will only be permitted when:
a)

The existing use is no longer considered
suitable for continued employment use
after an extended period of active
marketing; and

East Northamptonshire District Local
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b)

Policy 25 – Rural Economic Development and
Diversification
1. Sustainable opportunities to develop and
diversify the rural economy that are of an
appropriate scale for their location and respect
the environmental quality and character of the
rural area will be supported. Enhanced
broadband provision to facilitate economic
development within rural areas will be
supported. Encouragement will be given
towards:
a) The development and diversification of
agricultural and other land based businesses
including locally sourced produce and
increasing use of sustainable food production
methods;
b) The provision and expansion of tourist and
visitor facilities, recognising that locations with
access to local services and facilities by foot,
cycle or public transport provide the greatest
opportunity for sustainable rural development;
c) Commercial opportunities related to food,
craft and ecotourism, and Green Infrastructure
projects;
d) The enhancement of local supply networks,
linking businesses and consumers, that support
the shift to a low carbon economy and to
support local rural producers and businesses.

The proposed use would not have a
detrimental impact on adjacent uses and
occupiers.
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2. Sustainable rural diversification activities
should seek to complement and support the
ongoing viability of the existing business.
Where proposals involve the re-use of rural
buildings, a mix of uses will be supported,
including small scale business, tourism
activities, tourist accommodation, and
live/work units.

POLICY R14 – SUPPORTING NEW
EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT
Proposals for new office, business (B1),
general industrial (B2) and warehousing uses
(B8) will be encouraged when they:
a)

Prioritise previously develop land;

b)

Re-use existing buildings;

c)

Do not adversely impact on the amenity
of existing and future residents;

d)

They do not lead to loss of open space;
and

Policy 22 – Delivering Economic Prosperity
A stronger more sustainable economy that will
deliver a net increase of 31,100 jobs will be
sought through:
a) Ensuring that sufficient high quality sites are
identified to support the delivery of the job
targets in Table 3 (see Policy 23), recognising
opportunities provided by the priority sectors
of Renewable and Low Carbon Energy and
Green Technologies, High Performance
Technologies and Logistics;
b) Prioritising the enhancement of existing
employment sites and the regeneration of
previously developed land;
c) Safeguarding existing and committed
employment sites for employment use unless it

Policy AG4
Planning permission will be granted
for the adaptation or re-use of
buildings in the countryside, provided
that the form, bulk and general
design of the proposed scheme is in
keeping with the character of the
surrounding area, and the re-use is
for employment, leisure or tourism,
or residential accommodation for
agriculture or forestry workers. In
addition:(i) extensive alteration, rebuilding, large scale
extensions and those not in
keeping with the existing
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e)

They do not lead to significant traffic or
highway safety issues.

f)

Do not adversely impact on primary or
secondary retail area

can be demonstrated by an applicant that there
is no reasonable prospect of the site being used
for that purpose and that an alternative use
would:
 Not be detrimental to the mix of uses
within a Sustainable Urban Extension;
and/ or
 Resolve existing conflicts between land
uses;
d) Supporting proposals that encourage a coordinated approach to skills and training
provision and promote sector specific training.
Training and employment agreements will be
encouraged to facilitate increased
opportunities for the local workforce;
e) Safeguarding and enhancing North
Northamptonshire’s tourism and cultural assets
and supporting proposals to expand the
tourism industry in sustainable ways.
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

building will not be
permitted;
structural surveys will be
required for proposals
relating to buildings which
are unoccupied and show
evidence of some
dereliction;
conditions will be imposed
withdrawing permitted
development rights to
prevent future extensions,
where these would result in
an adverse impact on the
character of the surrounding
area;
proposals which would result
in an adverse impact on the
amenities of surrounding
land users will not be
permitted;
detailed drawings will be
required, indicating the
layout, design and external
appearance of the building
after conversion, the
materials to be used, the
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R15 – SMALL BUSINESSES
Development proposals from small businesses
will be supported when they re-use existing
buildings or are extensions to existing
premises, that do not have a detrimental
impact on the amenity of neighbouring
properties.
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means of access and
landscaping proposals; and
(vi) the local highway network
must be capable of
satisfactorily accommodating
the traffic generated by the
development
Policy 22 – Delivering Economic Prosperity
Policy AG4
A stronger more sustainable economy that will Planning permission will be granted
deliver a net increase of 31,100 jobs will be
for the adaptation or re-use of
sought through:
buildings in the countryside, provided
a) Ensuring that sufficient high quality sites are that the form, bulk and general
identified to support the delivery of the job
design of the proposed scheme is in
targets in Table 3 (see Policy 23), recognising
keeping with the character of the
opportunities provided by the priority sectors
surrounding area, and the re-use is
of Renewable and Low Carbon Energy and
for employment, leisure or tourism,
Green Technologies, High Performance
or residential accommodation for
Technologies and Logistics;
agriculture or forestry workers. In
b) Prioritising the enhancement of existing
addition:employment sites and the regeneration of
(i)
extensive alteration, repreviously developed land;
building, large scale
c) Safeguarding existing and committed
extensions and those not
employment sites for employment use unless it
in keeping with the
can be demonstrated by an applicant that there
existing building will not
is no reasonable prospect of the site being used
be permitted;
for that purpose and that an alternative use
(ii) structural surveys will be
would:
required for proposals
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Not be detrimental to the mix of uses
within a Sustainable Urban Extension;
and/ or
 Resolve existing conflicts between land
uses;
d) Supporting proposals that encourage a coordinated approach to skills and training
provision and promote sector specific training.
Training and employment agreements will be
encouraged to facilitate increased
opportunities for the local workforce;
e) Safeguarding and enhancing North
Northamptonshire’s tourism and cultural assets
and supporting proposals to expand the
tourism industry in sustainable ways.
Policy 25 – Rural Economic Development and
Diversification
1. Sustainable opportunities to develop and
diversify the rural economy that are of an
appropriate scale for their location and respect
the environmental quality and character of the
rural area will be supported. Enhanced
broadband provision to facilitate economic
development within rural areas will be
supported. Encouragement will be given
towards:

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

relating to buildings which
are unoccupied and show
evidence of some
dereliction;
conditions will be imposed
withdrawing permitted
development rights to
prevent future extensions,
where these would result in
an adverse impact on the
character of the surrounding
area;
proposals which would result
in an adverse impact on the
amenities of surrounding
land users will not be
permitted;
detailed drawings will be
required, indicating the
layout, design and external
appearance of the building
after conversion, the
materials to be used, the
means of access and
landscaping proposals; and
the local highway network
must be capable of
satisfactorily accommodating
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a) The development and diversification of
agricultural and other land based businesses
including locally sourced produce and
increasing use of sustainable food production
methods;
b) The provision and expansion of tourist and
visitor facilities, recognising that locations with
access to local services and facilities by foot,
cycle or public transport provide the greatest
opportunity for sustainable rural development;
c) Commercial opportunities related to food,
craft and ecotourism, and Green Infrastructure
projects;
d) The enhancement of local supply networks,
linking businesses and consumers, that support
the shift to a low carbon economy and to
support local rural producers and businesses.

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996
the traffic generated by the
development

2. Sustainable rural diversification activities
should seek to complement and support the
ongoing viability of the existing business.
Where proposals involve the re-use of rural
buildings, a mix of uses will be supported,
including small scale business, tourism
activities, tourist accommodation, and
live/work units.
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POLICY R16 – PROMOTING RAUNDS AS A
DESTINATION TOWN
To support and encourage the development of
Raunds as a destination town and to support
further growth in tourism the following will be
supported subject to Policy R20, where
relevant:

Policy 8 – North Northamptonshire Place
Shaping Principles
Development should:
a) Create connected places by ensuring that it:
i.
Connects to the maximum number of
local streets, avoiding dead ends, to
allow it to integrate into the wider
settlement and to connect to existing
a)
Tourism related development in the town
services and facilities;
centre;
ii.
Integrates well with existing cycle,
b)
Hotel/Leisure uses at Warth Park
pedestrian, public transport and
Strategic site (north of Meadow Lane);
vehicular movement networks and links
c)
Proposals for a Museum in the town
to these routes in the most direct and
centre;
legible way possible, to achieve logical
d)
Enhancement and expansion of existing
routes;
tourist related facilities where they do
iii.
Improves or creates open green spaces
not have an adverse impact on
which tie into the wider network of
residential amenity or the natural or
public green spaces and routes to allow
historic environment;
for movement across the settlement
e)
Proposals that re-use, conserve and
through its green infrastructure;
enhance assets of heritage value; and
iv.
Provides direct routes to local facilities
f)
Proposals for foot and cycle routes that
within or outside the site to create
create opportunities to link key
more walkable neighbourhoods; and
attractions.
b) Make safe and pleasant streets and spaces
To develop and promote tourism, leisure and
by:
recreation in Raunds the following proposals
i.
Prioritising the needs of pedestrians,
will be supported.
cyclists and public transport users and
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g)

h)

i)

j)
k)

The connection between Stanwick Lakes
and Raunds Town Centre (cycleway), in
particular, the important footpath link
through the Warth Park nature area.
(Subject to Policy R20)
Develop the Meadow Lane connection
from Raunds to Stanwick Lakes (under
A45).
Develop links between the recently
approved residential developments and
Stanwick Lakes.
Develop sports and recreation
opportunities within the Raunds area.
Develop new and improve existing
footways and cycle links within, to and
from Raunds.
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ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

vi.
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resisting developments that would
prejudice highway safety;
Ensuring a satisfactory means of access
and provision for parking, servicing and
manoeuvring in accordance with
adopted standards;
Ensuring that streets and spaces are
continuously enclosed by buildings, or
by strong landscaping with well-defined
public and private space;
Ensuring that streets and spaces, are
overlooked, active, feel safe and
promote inclusive access;
Creating legible places which make it
easy for people to find their way
around; and
Contributing, towards enhancements to
the existing public realm such as tree
planting to add to the character and
quality of the main streets and to
encourage walking and cycling.

c) Ensure adaptable, diverse and flexible places
by:
i.
Creating varied and distinctive
neighbourhoods which provide for local
needs through a mix of uses, unit sizes
and tenures; and
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Mixing land use and densities within
settlements and ensuring that people
can move easily between and through
them by non-car modes;

d) Create a distinctive local character by:
i.
Responding to the site’s immediate and
wider context and local character to
create new streets, spaces and buildings
which draw on the best of that local
character without stifling innovation;
ii.
Responding to the local topography and
the overall form, character and
landscape setting of the settlement; and
iii.
The creative use of the public realm
through the use of measures such as
incidental play spaces, bespoke street
furniture and memorable features.
e) Ensure quality of life and safer and healthier
communities by:
i.
Protecting amenity by not resulting in
an unacceptable impact on the
amenities of future occupiers,
neighbouring properties or the wider
area, by reason of noise, vibration,
smell, light or other pollution, loss of
light or overlooking;
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iii.

iv.

v.

vi.
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Preventing both new and existing
development from contributing to or
being adversely affected by
unacceptable levels of soil, air, light,
water or noise pollution or land
instability;
Incorporate ecologically sensitive design
and features for biodiversity to deliver
‘Biodiversity by Design’;
Seeking to design out antisocial
behaviour and crime and reduce the
fear of crime through the creation of
safe environments that benefit from
natural surveillance, defensible spaces
and other security measures having
regard to the principles of the ‘Secured
by Design’;
Proportionate and appropriate
community and fire safety measures;
and
Incorporating flexible and resilient
designs for buildings and their settings,
including access to amenity space.

Policy 15 – Well-Connected Towns, Villages
and Neighbourhoods
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Connectivity will be strengthened within and
around settlements by managing development
and investment to:
a) Improve access from the edge of towns to
their centres by focusing activity and
investment on the main radial routes and
rebalancing design towards pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport;
b) Create safe, direct and convenient crossing
points on those major roads that present a
barrier to movement, where feasible;
c) Design development to give priority to
sustainable means of transport, including
measures to contribute towards meeting the
modal shift targets in the Northamptonshire
Transportation Plan;
d) Improve local integration by ensuring wellconnected street networks, very limited use of
cul-de-sacs (which should be short in length)
and low design speeds for residential roads to
allow cycling on street and pedestrian priority;
e) Extend the existing Green Infrastructure
network into new development and linking
existing open spaces together through the
provision of either new Green Infrastructure or
‘Green Streets’.
Policy 22 – Delivering Economic Prosperity
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A stronger more sustainable economy that will
deliver a net increase of 31,100 jobs will be
sought through:
a) Ensuring that sufficient high quality sites are
identified to support the delivery of the job
targets in Table 3 (see Policy 23), recognising
opportunities provided by the priority sectors
of Renewable and Low Carbon Energy and
Green Technologies, High Performance
Technologies and Logistics;
b) Prioritising the enhancement of existing
employment sites and the regeneration of
previously developed land;
c) Safeguarding existing and committed
employment sites for employment use unless it
can be demonstrated by an applicant that there
is no reasonable prospect of the site being used
for that purpose and that an alternative use
would:
 Not be detrimental to the mix of uses
within a Sustainable Urban Extension;
and/ or
 Resolve existing conflicts between land
uses;
d) Supporting proposals that encourage a coordinated approach to skills and training
provision and promote sector specific training.
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Training and employment agreements will be
encouraged to facilitate increased
opportunities for the local workforce;
e) Safeguarding and enhancing North
Northamptonshire’s tourism and cultural assets
and supporting proposals to expand the
tourism industry in sustainable ways.
Policy 25 – Rural Economic Development and
Diversification
1. Sustainable opportunities to develop and
diversify the rural economy that are of an
appropriate scale for their location and respect
the environmental quality and character of the
rural area will be supported. Enhanced
broadband provision to facilitate economic
development within rural areas will be
supported. Encouragement will be given
towards:
a) The development and diversification of
agricultural and other land based businesses
including locally sourced produce and
increasing use of sustainable food production
methods;
b) The provision and expansion of tourist and
visitor facilities, recognising that locations with
access to local services and facilities by foot,
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cycle or public transport provide the greatest
opportunity for sustainable rural development;
c) Commercial opportunities related to food,
craft and ecotourism, and Green Infrastructure
projects;
d) The enhancement of local supply networks,
linking businesses and consumers, that support
the shift to a low carbon economy and to
support local rural producers and businesses.

POLICY R17 – GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
The green infrastructure network within the
Parish will be protected and enhanced.
Proposals will demonstrate that there is no
detrimental impact on the historical
environment or any adverse impact, either
alone or cumulatively on the Special

2. Sustainable rural diversification activities
should seek to complement and support the
ongoing viability of the existing business.
Where proposals involve the re-use of rural
buildings, a mix of uses will be supported,
including small scale business, tourism
activities, tourist accommodation, and
live/work units.
Policy 4 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity
(extract)
A net gain in biodiversity will be sought and
features of geological interest will be protected
and enhanced through:
a) Protecting existing biodiversity and
geodiversity assets by:

Policy EN8
Development that may destroy or
affect adversely (either directly or
indirectly) a designated or proposed
Site of Special Scientific Interest,
National Nature Reserve or Local
Nature Reserve, will not be permitted
unless planning conditions or
obligations secure practicable,
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Protection Area, Site of Special Site of Scientific
Interest or RAMSAR site which lies adjacent to
the Town and forms a part of the sub-regional
green infrastructure corridor.

i.

effective and appropriate mitigating
measures.

Proposals will be assessed for the contribution
they make to the following:
a) improved access to watercourses;
b) links to encourage walking to the major
employment areas;
c) links from the town centre to the
surrounding green infrastructure
network in the rural parts of the town
council area;
d) reduce habitat fragmentation and
creation of inter-connecting green and
blue corridors;
e) maintain and enhance green corridors to
open countryside and create new ones;
f) new tree planting along roads and
streets; and
g) New allotments and community
gardens.

ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

Refusing development proposals where
significant harm to an asset cannot be
avoided, mitigated or, as a last resort,
compensated. The weight accorded to
an asset will reflect its status in the
hierarchy of biodiversity and
geodiversity designations;
Protecting key assets for wildlife and
geology, in particular the Upper Nene
Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection
Area and Ramsar Site, from
unacceptable levels of access and
managing pressures for access to and
disturbance of sensitive habitats;
Protecting the natural environment
from adverse effects from noise, air and
light pollution;
Where appropriate requiring
developments to provide or contribute
to alternative green infrastructure
(Policy 19); and
Ensuring that habitats are managed in
an ecologically appropriate manner.

Policy EN9
Planning permission will not normally
be granted for development which
would have an adverse effect on sites
of Local Conservation Interest,
identified on the proposals map. In
exceptional circumstances where
development is permitted, planning
conditions or formal planning
agreements will be utilised to protect
the special interest of the area.

b) Enhancing ecological networks by managing
development and investment to:
i.
Reverse the decline in biodiversity and
restore the ecological network at a
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landscape scale in the Nene Valley
Nature Improvement Area (NIA);
Reverse habitat fragmentation and
increase connectivity of habitats where
possible by structuring and locating
biodiversity gain in such a way as to
enlarge and/or connect to existing
biodiversity assets such as wildlife
corridors;
Preserve, restore and create priority
and other natural and semi-natural
habitats within and adjacent to
development schemes.

c) Supporting, through developer contributions
or development design, the protection and
recovery of priority habitats and species linked
to national and local targets. Such measures
could include the retention of, and provision of
areas of open green space, and hard and soft
landscaping to address habitat and visitor
management.
d) Developments that are likely to have an
adverse impact, either alone or in-combination,
on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special
Protection Area or other European Designated
Sites must satisfy the requirements of the
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Habitats Regulations, determining site specific
impacts and avoiding or mitigating against
impacts where identified. Mitigation may
involve providing or contributing towards a
combination of the following measures:
i.
Access and visitor management
measures within the SPA;
ii.
Improvement of existing greenspace
and recreational routes;
iii.
Provision of alternative natural
greenspace and recreational routes;
iv.
Monitoring of the impacts of new
development on European designated
sites to inform the necessary mitigation
requirements and future refinement of
any mitigation measures.
Policy 19 – The Delivery of Green
Infrastructure
The special mixed urban and rural character of
North Northamptonshire will be maintained
and enhanced by:
a) Managing development and investment to
secure a net gain in green infrastructure
through:
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i.
Establishing multi-functional
greenspaces within the GI network;
ii.
Providing, where opportunities exist,
new wildlife habitats, facilities and
routes to enhance assets and the
linkages between them;
iii.
Supporting the strategic green
infrastructure priorities of
1. The Nene and Ise Valleys (Policy 20)
2. The Rockingham Forest (Policy 21).
b) Safeguarding identified sub-regional green
infrastructure corridors by:
i.
Not permitting development that
compromises their integrity and
therefore that of the overall green
infrastructure network;
ii.
Using developer contributions to
facilitate improvements to their quality
and robustness;
iii.
Investing in enhancement and
restoration where opportunities exist.
c) Contributing towards the enhancement or
ongoing management of local green
infrastructure corridors by prioritising green
infrastructure investment in areas where net
gains can be made to the range of functions,
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particularly those that improve access between
the towns and their surrounding countryside
and remedy local deficiencies in open space
provision and quality;
d) Requiring, where appropriate, project level
Habitats Regulations Assessments, to ensure
the protection of European designated sites
such as the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits
Special Protection Area and Ramsar Site.
Policy 20 - The Nene and Ise Valleys
The Nene and Ise Valleys will be priorities for
investment in green infrastructure to
strengthen biodiversity and landscape
character, support a prosperous local economy,
provide leisure and recreational opportunities
and support the revitalisation of towns and the
protection and enhancement of their
surrounding countryside. Proposals should
ensure the integrity of European designated
sites such as the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits
SPA are protected. This will be achieved by
managing development and investment to:
a) Improve visual and physical linkages
between the rivers and waterways and
adjacent settlements by creating and
maximising vistas to the valley/water and
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ensuring development, public realm and access
are orientated to the valley/water;
b) Develop the tourism potential of
Wellingborough, Thrapston and Oundle as
gateways to the rivers and the wider valleys as
focal points for the provision of waterside
facilities;
c) Prioritise the protection and enhancement of
existing visitor attractions and facilities with
appropriate infrastructure to ensure that these
remain the focal points for visitors, in order to
take the pressure off more sensitive locations;
d) Support new green infrastructure and
heritage based attractions of a type and scale
that can be accommodated by existing or new
infrastructure and which strike an appropriate
balance between visitor numbers and
biodiversity, landscape, local amenity and
heritage interests;
e) Provide a focus for improved navigation and
enhanced waterways along the River Nene;
f) Improve strategic recreation trails along the
length of the Nene Valley and developing these
in the Ise Valley;
g) Identify opportunities and proposals for
floodplain and river re-naturalisation, deculverting within urban areas and river habitat
improvements.
70

Raunds Neighbourhood Development Plan

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

POLICY R18 - GREENING THE TOWN

Policy 2 - Historic Environment
The distinctive North Northamptonshire
historic environment will be protected,
preserved and, where appropriate, enhanced.
Where a development would impact upon a
heritage asset and/or its setting:
a)
Proposals should conserve and, where
possible, enhance the heritage
significance and setting of an asset or
group of heritage assets in a manner
commensurate to its significance;
b)
Proposals should complement their
surrounding historic environment
through the form, scale, design and
materials;
c)
Proposals should protect and, where
possible, enhance key views and vistas
of heritage assets, including of the
church spires along the Nene Valley and
across North Northamptonshire;
d)
Proposals should demonstrate an
appreciation and understanding of the
impact of development on heritage
assets and their setting in order to
minimise harm to these assets and their
setting. Where loss of historic features
or archaeological remains is
unavoidable and justified, provision

Policy EN8
Development that may destroy or
affect adversely (either directly or
indirectly) a designated or proposed
Site of Special Scientific Interest,
National Nature Reserve or Local
Nature Reserve, will not be permitted
unless planning conditions or
obligations secure practicable,
effective and appropriate mitigating
measures.

Proposals that would lead to the greening of
Raunds will be encouraged, including:
a)

tree planting in appropriate locations and
of appropriate species;

b)

creation of new, or enhancement of
existing wildlife habitats;

c)

proposals that protect or increase
biodiversity;

d)

new and improved access to watercourses;
and

e)

greener cycleways and footways.

Proposals will demonstrate that there is no
detrimental impact on the historical
environment.

Policy EN9
Planning permission will not normally
be granted for development which
would have an adverse effect on sites
of Local Conservation Interest,
identified on the proposals map. In
exceptional circumstances where
development is permitted, planning
conditions or formal planning
agreements will be utilised to protect
the special interest of the area.
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should be made for recording and the
production of a suitable archive and
report;
Where appropriate, flexible solutions to
the re-use of buildings and conservation
of other types of heritage assets at risk
will be encouraged, especially, where
this will result in their removal from the
‘at risk’ register.

Policy 4 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity
A net gain in biodiversity will be sought and
features of geological interest will be protected
and enhanced through:
a) Protecting existing biodiversity and
geodiversity assets by:
i.
Refusing development proposals where
significant harm to an asset cannot be
avoided, mitigated or, as a last resort,
compensated. The weight accorded to
an asset will reflect its status in the
hierarchy of biodiversity and
geodiversity designations;
ii.
Protecting key assets for wildlife and
geology, in particular the Upper Nene
Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection
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Area and Ramsar Site, from
unacceptable levels of access and
managing pressures for access to and
disturbance of sensitive habitats;
Protecting the natural environment
from adverse effects from noise, air and
light pollution;
Where appropriate requiring
developments to provide or contribute
to alternative green infrastructure
(Policy 19); and
Ensuring that habitats are managed in
an ecologically appropriate manner.

b) Enhancing ecological networks by managing
development and investment to:
i.
Reverse the decline in biodiversity and
restore the ecological network at a
landscape scale in the Nene Valley
Nature Improvement Area (NIA);
ii.
Reverse habitat fragmentation and
increase connectivity of habitats where
possible by structuring and locating
biodiversity gain in such a way as to
enlarge and/or connect to existing
biodiversity assets such as wildlife
corridors;
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Preserve, restore and create priority
and other natural and semi-natural
habitats within and adjacent to
development schemes.

c) Supporting, through developer contributions
or development design, the protection and
recovery of priority habitats and species linked
to national and local targets. Such measures
could include the retention of, and provision of
areas of open green space, and hard and soft
landscaping to address habitat and visitor
management.
d) Developments that are likely to have an
adverse impact, either alone or in-combination,
on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special
Protection Area or other European Designated
Sites must satisfy the requirements of the
Habitats Regulations, determining site specific
impacts and avoiding or mitigating against
impacts where identified. Mitigation may
involve providing or contributing towards a
combination of the following measures:
i.
Access and visitor management
measures within the SPA;
ii.
Improvement of existing greenspace
and recreational routes;
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Provision of alternative natural
greenspace and recreational routes;
Monitoring of the impacts of new
development on European designated
sites to inform the necessary mitigation
requirements and future refinement of
any mitigation measures.

A Mitigation Strategy document concerning the
Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special
Protection Area will be produced, with a view
to its subsequent adoption as an Addendum to
the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special
Protection Area Supplementary Planning
Document by June 2016, to support the
adopted Joint Core Strategy 2011-2031.
Development proposals will need to take
account of the Northamptonshire Biodiversity
Supplementary Planning Document, the Upper
Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area
Supplementary Planning Document and the JPU
Mitigation Strategy for the Upper Nene Valley
Gravel Pits Special Protection Area. Where
necessary, this will include new residential
development contributing towards
implementation of this Mitigation Strategy.
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Policy 19 – The Delivery of Green
Infrastructure
The special mixed urban and rural character of
North Northamptonshire will be maintained
and enhanced by:
a) Managing development and investment to
secure a net gain in green infrastructure
through:
i.
Establishing multi-functional
greenspaces within the GI network;
ii.
Providing, where opportunities exist,
new wildlife habitats, facilities and
routes to enhance assets and the
linkages between them;
iii.
Supporting the strategic green
infrastructure priorities of
1. The Nene and Ise Valleys (Policy 20)
2. The Rockingham Forest (Policy 21).
b) Safeguarding identified sub-regional green
infrastructure corridors by:
i.
Not permitting development that
compromises their integrity and
therefore that of the overall green
infrastructure network;
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Using developer contributions to
facilitate improvements to their quality
and robustness;
Investing in enhancement and
restoration where opportunities exist.

c) Contributing towards the enhancement or
ongoing management of local green
infrastructure corridors by prioritising green
infrastructure investment in areas where net
gains can be made to the range of functions,
particularly those that improve access between
the towns and their surrounding countryside
and remedy local deficiencies in open space
provision and quality;

POLICY R19 – LOCALLY LISTED BUILDINGS
Development proposals affecting the locally
listed buildings identified below and on the
Proposals Map should preserve and enhance
these buildings and their setting.

d) Requiring, where appropriate, project level
Habitats Regulations Assessments, to ensure
the protection of European designated sites
such as the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits
Special Protection Area and Ramsar Site.
Policy 2 - Historic Environment
The distinctive North Northamptonshire
historic environment will be protected,
preserved and, where appropriate, enhanced.
Where a development would impact upon a
heritage asset and/or its setting:
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St Thomas More Roman Catholic Church,
Marshalls Road
Former Temperance Movement Hall,
Marshalls Road
Furnells Farmhouse, 16-18 North Street
The Memorial, St Peters Memorial
Garden, Church Street
The Old Vicarage, 4 Berrister Place
Gage’s Manor House, Manor Street/High
Street
Hill End House, Hill Street
The Wesleyan Chapel, Brook Street
The Coffee Tavern (Cookies Bakery), 2226 Brook Street
The Town Hall, Brook Street
Thorpe House Farm, Thorpe Street
The Globe Inn, Grove Street
Spire Works, Park Road
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Proposals should conserve and, where
possible, enhance the heritage
significance and setting of an asset or
group of heritage assets in a manner
commensurate to its significance;
Proposals should complement their
surrounding historic environment
through the form, scale, design and
materials;
Proposals should protect and, where
possible, enhance key views and vistas
of heritage assets, including of the
church spires along the Nene Valley and
across North Northamptonshire;
Proposals should demonstrate an
appreciation and understanding of the
impact of development on heritage
assets and their setting in order to
minimise harm to these assets and their
setting. Where loss of historic features
or archaeological remains is
unavoidable and justified, provision
should be made for recording and the
production of a suitable archive and
report;
Where appropriate, flexible solutions to
the re-use of buildings and conservation
of other types of heritage assets at risk
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will be encouraged, especially, where
this will result in their removal from the
‘at risk’ register.
POLICY R20 - UPPER NENE VALLEY GRAVEL PITS
SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA (SPA)/SITE OF
SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST (SSSI)
Development proposals affecting the Upper
Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA/SSSI will only be
permitted when they do not have an adverse
impact on the inherent value of the SPA/SSSI.
Development proposals including
improvements to the footpath and cycle
network will not be permitted when they:
a)

have an adverse impact (either alone or in
combination) on the Upper Nene Valley
Gravel Pits SPA, Ramsar and SSSI

b)

harm local wildlife, landscape, damage
views or the public enjoyment of this area.

Any proposals which may impact on the Upper
Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA / Ramsar will need

Policy 4 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity
A net gain in biodiversity will be sought and
features of geological interest will be protected
and enhanced through:
a) Protecting existing biodiversity and
geodiversity assets by:
i.
Refusing development proposals where
significant harm to an asset cannot be
avoided, mitigated or, as a last resort,
compensated. The weight accorded to
an asset will reflect its status in the
hierarchy of biodiversity and
geodiversity designations;
ii.
Protecting key assets for wildlife and
geology, in particular the Upper Nene
Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection
Area and Ramsar Site, from
unacceptable levels of access and
managing pressures for access to and
disturbance of sensitive habitats;

Policy EN8
Development that may destroy or
affect adversely (either directly or
indirectly) a designated or proposed
Site of Special Scientific Interest,
National Nature Reserve or Local
Nature Reserve, will not be permitted
unless planning conditions or
obligations secure practicable,
effective and appropriate mitigating
measures.
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Protecting the natural environment
from adverse effects from noise, air and
light pollution;
Where appropriate requiring
developments to provide or contribute
to alternative green infrastructure
(Policy 19); and
Ensuring that habitats are managed in
an ecologically appropriate manner.

b) Enhancing ecological networks by managing
development and investment to:
i.
Reverse the decline in biodiversity and
restore the ecological network at a
landscape scale in the Nene Valley
Nature Improvement Area (NIA);
ii.
Reverse habitat fragmentation and
increase connectivity of habitats where
possible by structuring and locating
biodiversity gain in such a way as to
enlarge and/or connect to existing
biodiversity assets such as wildlife
corridors;
iii.
Preserve, restore and create priority
and other natural and semi-natural
habitats within and adjacent to
development schemes.
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c) Supporting, through developer contributions
or development design, the protection and
recovery of priority habitats and species linked
to national and local targets. Such measures
could include the retention of, and provision of
areas of open green space, and hard and soft
landscaping to address habitat and visitor
management.
d) Developments that are likely to have an
adverse impact, either alone or in-combination,
on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special
Protection Area or other European Designated
Sites must satisfy the requirements of the
Habitats Regulations, determining site specific
impacts and avoiding or mitigating against
impacts where identified. Mitigation may
involve providing or contributing towards a
combination of the following measures:
i.
Access and visitor management
measures within the SPA;
ii.
Improvement of existing greenspace
and recreational routes;
iii.
Provision of alternative natural
greenspace and recreational routes;
iv.
Monitoring of the impacts of new
development on European designated
sites to inform the necessary mitigation
81

Raunds Neighbourhood Development Plan

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
2016

East Northamptonshire District Local
Plan 1996

requirements and future refinement of
any mitigation measures.
A Mitigation Strategy document concerning the
Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special
Protection Area will be produced, with a view
to its subsequent adoption as an Addendum to
the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special
Protection Area Supplementary Planning
Document by June 2016, to support the
adopted Joint Core Strategy 2011-2031.
Development proposals will need to take
account of the Northamptonshire Biodiversity
Supplementary Planning Document, the Upper
Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area
Supplementary Planning Document and the JPU
Mitigation Strategy for the Upper Nene Valley
Gravel Pits Special Protection Area. Where
necessary, this will include new residential
development contributing towards
implementation of this Mitigation Strategy.
Policy 20 - The Nene and Ise Valleys
The Nene and Ise Valleys will be priorities for
investment in green infrastructure to
strengthen biodiversity and landscape
character, support a prosperous local economy,
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provide leisure and recreational opportunities
and support the revitalisation of towns and the
protection and enhancement of their
surrounding countryside. Proposals should
ensure the integrity of European designated
sites such as the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits
SPA are protected. This will be achieved by
managing development and investment to:
a) Improve visual and physical linkages
between the rivers and waterways and
adjacent settlements by creating and
maximising vistas to the valley/water and
ensuring development, public realm and access
are orientated to the valley/water;
b) Develop the tourism potential of
Wellingborough, Thrapston and Oundle as
gateways to the rivers and the wider valleys as
focal points for the provision of waterside
facilities;
c) Prioritise the protection and enhancement of
existing visitor attractions and facilities with
appropriate infrastructure to ensure that these
remain the focal points for visitors, in order to
take the pressure off more sensitive locations;
d) Support new green infrastructure and
heritage based attractions of a type and scale
that can be accommodated by existing or new
infrastructure and which strike an appropriate
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POLICY R21 – MOVEMENT AND
CONNECTIVITY
Proposals for the enhancement and
improvement of the existing road, footpath
and cycleway network within the designated
area will be supported, and improved links to
Raunds and adjacent areas will be supported,
provided they do not have an adverse impact
on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits
SPA/Ramsar.
All new proposals should include the
following enhancements to maximise
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balance between visitor numbers and
biodiversity, landscape, local amenity and
heritage interests;
e) Provide a focus for improved navigation and
enhanced waterways along the River Nene;
f) Improve strategic recreation trails along the
length of the Nene Valley and developing these
in the Ise Valley;
g) Identify opportunities and proposals for
floodplain and river re-naturalisation, deculverting within urban areas and river habitat
improvements.
Policy 8 – North Northamptonshire Place
Shaping Principles (extract)
Development should:
a) Create connected places by ensuring that it:
i.
Connects to the maximum number of
local streets, avoiding dead ends, to
allow it to integrate into the wider
settlement and to connect to existing
services and facilities;
ii.
Integrates well with existing cycle,
pedestrian, public transport and
vehicular movement networks and links
to these routes in the most direct and
legible way possible, to achieve logical
routes;
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accessibility to residents and to support local
biodiversity:
a) enhanced public access and appropriate
signage from residential areas;
b) new footpaths and cycle routes linking
to existing and new networks. Within
the urban area these routes should be
suitably and adequately lighted;
c) linkages to wildlife corridors and
provision of landscaping and planting
along routes to support local
biodiversity objectives such as provision
of new areas of woodland, new
hedgerows, grassland and wetland
habitats.

iii.

The following proposals will be supported,
subject to Policy R20 where relevant:
d)

e)

f)

Promote the connection between
Stanwick Lakes and Raunds Town Centre
(cycleway).
Develop the Meadow Lane connection
from Raunds to Stanwick Lakes (under
A45).
Footpath link from Warth Park to
Meadow Lane.

iv.
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Improves or creates open green spaces
which tie into the wider network of
public green spaces and routes to allow
for movement across the settlement
through its green infrastructure;
Provides direct routes to local facilities
within or outside the site to create
more walkable neighbourhoods; and

b) Make safe and pleasant streets and spaces
by:
i.
Prioritising the needs of pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport users and
resisting developments that would
prejudice highway safety;
ii.
Ensuring a satisfactory means of access
and provision for parking, servicing and
manoeuvring in accordance with
adopted standards;
iii.
Ensuring that streets and spaces are
continuously enclosed by buildings, or
by strong landscaping with well-defined
public and private space;
iv.
Ensuring that streets and spaces, are
overlooked, active, feel safe and
promote inclusive access;
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g)

v.

h)
i)

j)

k)

Develop links between the recently
approved residential developments and
Stanwick Lakes
Develop sports and recreation
opportunities within the Raunds area.
Develop new and improve existing
footpath and cycle links within, to and
from Raunds.
Improvements to the
roundabout/junction of Chelveston
road/Wellington Road/Stanwick
Road/London Road.
Connecting Marsh Lane a protected
open space with the Medieval
settlement of West Cotton and Mallows
Cotton deserted medieval village with
appropriate signage.

vi.
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Creating legible places which make it
easy for people to find their way
around; and
Contributing, towards enhancements to
the existing public realm such as tree
planting to add to the character and
quality of the main streets and to
encourage walking and cycling.

c) Ensure adaptable, diverse and flexible places
by:
i.
Creating varied and distinctive
neighbourhoods which provide for local
needs through a mix of uses, unit sizes
and tenures; and
ii.
Mixing land use and densities within
settlements and ensuring that people
can move easily between and through
them by non-car modes;
Policy 15 – Well-Connected Towns, Villages
and Neighbourhoods
Connectivity will be strengthened within and
around settlements by managing development
and investment to:
a) Improve access from the edge of towns to
their centres by focusing activity and
investment on the main radial routes and
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POLICY R22 - DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS AND
COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY
Developer contributions and Community
Infrastructure Levy payments will be sought
towards the following within the town council
area:
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rebalancing design towards pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport;
b) Create safe, direct and convenient crossing
points on those major roads that present a
barrier to movement, where feasible;
c) Design development to give priority to
sustainable means of transport, including
measures to contribute towards meeting the
modal shift targets in the Northamptonshire
Transportation Plan;
d) Improve local integration by ensuring wellconnected street networks, very limited use of
cul-de-sacs (which should be short in length)
and low design speeds for residential roads to
allow cycling on street and pedestrian priority;
e) Extend the existing Green Infrastructure
network into new development and linking
existing open spaces together through the
provision of either new Green Infrastructure or
‘Green Streets’.
Policy 10 – Provision of Infrastructure
Development must be supported by the timely
delivery of infrastructure, services and facilities
necessary to meet the needs arising from the
development and to support the development
of North Northamptonshire.
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Policy GEN3
Planning permission will be granted
for residential, business or
commercial development, provided
that the infrastructure, services and
amenities made necessary by the
development are in existence,
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a) Highway improvement schemes to
promote the safety of pedestrians and
cycle users;
b) Traffic calming measures, pedestrian
priority schemes and the reduction in
traffic speeds on routes through the
town centre; and
c) Increasing public and community
transport to and from the town centre
and surrounding areas.
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To achieve this:
a) A combination of funding sources will be
sought to deliver the infrastructure required by
this plan. Developers will either make direct
provision or will contribute towards the
provision of infrastructure required by the
development either alone or cumulatively with
other developments; b) Development should
seek to minimise increases in the demand for
infrastructure and services including through
measures to encourage a reduction in car use,
measures to limit the need for
additional/expanded water and waste
infrastructure and to create safe, healthy
environments;
c) Planning permission will only be granted if it
can be demonstrated that there is or will be
sufficient infrastructure capacity provided
within an agreed timescale to support and
meet all the requirements arising from the
proposed development;
d) The local planning authorities will work with
developers and infrastructure/service providers
to identify viable solutions to delivering
infrastructure, where appropriate through
phasing conditions, the use of interim
measures and the provision of co-located
facilities;

programmed, or will be provided by
the developer.
If provision by the developer is
necessary, planning conditions or
formal planning agreements will be
utilised and will apply:
a) where such provision is
needed to enable the
development to commence;
b) where a financial contribution
is required towards the cost of
providing facilities in the near
future;
c) where such provision is so
directly related to the
proposed development and
the use of the land after its
completion, that the
development ought not to be
permitted without it;
d) where it is necessary to secure
a balance of land uses, in the
case of mixed development;
or
e) where it is necessary to offset
the loss of, or impact on, any
amenity or resource present
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e) Next Generation Access broadband should
be provided to serve all areas by partnering
with a telecommunications provider or
providing on-site infrastructure to enable the
premises to be directly served.
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on the site prior to
development.
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Be Compatible with EU Obligations
The Submission Neighbourhood Plan is fully compatible with EU Obligations.
The Neighbourhood Plan has been subjected to an SEA Screening Assessment and full SEA.
The Submission Neighbourhood Plan is fully compatible with the European Convention on
Human Rights. It has been prepared with full regard to national statutory regulation and
policy guidance, which are both compatible with the Convention. The Plan has been produced
in full consultation with the local community. The Plan does not contain policies or proposals
that would infringe the human rights of residents or other stakeholders over and above the
existing strategic policies at national and district-levels, as demonstrated below.
The Human Rights Act 1998 incorporated into UK law the European Convention on Human
Rights (“The Convention”). The Convention includes provision in the form of Articles, the aim
of which is to protect the rights of the individual.
Section 6 of the Act prohibits public bodies from acting in a manner, which is incompatible
with the Convention. Various rights outlined in the Convention and its First Protocol are to be
considered in the process of making and considering planning decisions, namely:
Article 1 of the First Protocol protects the right of everyone to the peaceful enjoyment of
possessions. No one can be deprived of possessions except in the public interest and subject
to the conditions provided by law and by the general principles of international law. The
Submission Neighbourhood Plan is fully compatible with the rights outlined in this Article.
Although the Submission Plan includes policies that would restrict development rights to
some extent, this does not have a greater impact than the general restrictions on
development rights provided for in national law, namely the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004 and the Localism Act 2011. The restriction of development rights inherent
in the UK’s statutory planning system is demonstrably in the public interest by ensuring that
land is used in the most sustainable way, avoiding or mitigating adverse impacts on the
environment, community and economy.
Article 6 protects the right to a fair and public hearing before an independent tribunal in
determination of an individual’s rights and obligations. The process for Neighbourhood Plan
production is fully compatible with this Article, allowing for extensive consultation on its
proposals at various stages, and an independent examination process to consider
representations received.
Article 14 provides that “The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in … [the] …
European Convention on Human Rights shall be secured without discrimination on any
ground such as sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or
social origin, association with a national minority, property, birth or other status.” The Town
Council has developed the policies and proposals within the Plan in full consultation with the
community and wider stakeholders to produce as inclusive a document as possible. In
general, the policies and proposals will not have a discriminatory impact on any particular
group of individuals.
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