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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes: 11 April 2017 Time 7.30pm.
PRESENT
Cllr H Howell (Town Mayor) (Chair), Cllr L Wilkes, Cllr N Beck, Cllr R Tyman,
Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr R Levell, Cllr R Beattie, Cllr D Hughes.
IN ATTENDANCE
Miss Joanne Coduri, Assistant to the Clerk, Minutes
Mrs Emma Williams, Assistant to the Clerk, Minutes
Miss Daisy Burton, Apprentice
636.16 To Receive Apologies For Absence.
Apologies were received from Cllr S Hughes, Cllr K Davidson-Jeffs, Cllr
R Jeffs and Cllr D Jones.
RESOLVED to note the apologies.
637.16

Notification of requests from members of the public to address
the meeting in compliance with adopted protocol.
None received

638.16

Notification of members questions in compliance with the
council’s standing orders.
None received

639.16

Declarations of Interest.
COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A DISCLOSABLE
PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM THEN THEY
SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST. MEMBERS WITH A DISCLOSABLE
PECUNIARY INTEREST SHOULD LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM.

Cllrs Howell and D Hughes recorded a personal interest as
members of the Planning Management Committee at East
Northamptonshire Council. The councillors noted that any
decision would always be made with an open mind and based on
the evidence presented at each meeting.
Cllr Nick Beck – Item 655.16 (c) – Personal Interest
640.16

Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held on 14
March 2017
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 March 2017
be approved as a true record

641.16

Committee Report: To receive the report of the Personnel Committee
21 March 2017
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Personnel
Committee held on 21 March 2017 which were received, and the
resolutions and recommendations duly considered.
Cllr Howell drew member’s attention to the recommendations contained
within the minutes
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589.16 - Paternity Policy:
RESOLVED to recommend to the Full Council that the Paternity Policy
be adopted
590.15 - Employee Absences due to Adverse Weather Conditions:
RESOLVED to recommend to the Full Council that the Employee
Absences due to Adverse Weather Conditions Policy be and that the
Town Clerk consider replacing the phone system.
591.16 - Substance Abuse Policy:
RESOLVED to recommend to the Full Council that the Substance
Abuse Policy be adopted
RESOLVED that the report be approved and all the resolutions of
the Personnel Committee meeting held on 21 March 2017 be
agreed.
642.16

Committee Report: To receive the report of the Environment Leisure
and Recreation Committee 23 March 2017.
Cllr Wilkes presented the minutes (forming the report) of the
Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee 23 March 2017 which
were received, and the resolutions and recommendations duly
considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved and the resolutions of the
Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee meeting held on
March 2017 be agreed

643.16

Committee Report: To receive the report of the Finance Committee
28 March 2017
Cllr Levell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Finance
Committee held on 28 March 2017 which were received, and the
resolutions and recommendations duly considered.
Cllr Levell drew member’s attention to the recommendations contained
within the minutes
620.16 - Bank Signatories
RESOLVED to recommend to the Full Council that additional bank
signatories are required.
621.16 - Use of a Lloyds Card for purchases
RESOLVED to recommend to the Full Council that the procedure is
adopted as shown in the clerks report.
622.16 - Internal Control
RESOLVED to recommend to the Full Council that additional
councillors are appointed as internal controllers.
RESOLVED that
a) the report be approved and the resolutions of the Finance
Committee meeting held on 28 March 2017 be agreed;
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b) Additional signatories to include Cllr B Tirebuck and Cllr N
Beck and the office to email absent Councillors to ask if they
would like to be a signatory;
c) Additional Councillors to assist with the Internal Control to
include Cllr H Howell, Cllr B Tyman and Cllr B Tirebuck,
subject to the Councillor not authorising payments for the
month they are appointed.
644.16

Committee Report: To receive the report of the Planning Committee
30 March 2017.
Cllr Tyman presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning
Committee held on 30 March 2017 which were received, and the
resolutions and recommendations duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved and the resolutions of the
Planning Committee meeting held on 30 March 2017 be agreed.

645.16

County Councillors Report.
The regular e-newsletter from Northamptonshire County Council had
been received and circulated.
Cllr Hughes advised that Lesley Hagger has been appointed as the
new director of Children, Families & Education at Northamptonshire
County Council and that due to the County Councillor Elections coming
up on 4th May 2017, there had been no other meetings.

646.16

District Councillors Report.
No district Councillors were in attendance and no report was received.

647.16

Town Mayors Announcements.
On 17th March, I attended a charity curry night for the mayor of Burton
Latimer, with my consort Cllr Wilkes, Cllr Beck and his wife also
attended.
On 19th March I held my Civic Service and Citizens Awards service at
St Peters Church lead by Reverend Canon Stephen K Prior from
Rushden as Reverend Shena Bell has retired, she was greatly missed
and we wish her all the very best for the future. The church was
packed with Mayors and Chairmen from all over the County. It was a
celebration of the good citizens we have here in Raunds. It was an
absolute pleasure to award certificates to residents who were
recognised for their contribution and achievements within our
community, this year’s recipients were: Michael Nardone & Ben
Nardone (who could not make the service) Suzanne Porter, Geoff
Dyne, Peggy Day, Karen Seamarks, Richard Haseldine, Tracey Barker
and Michelle Bates. A big thank you to all who nominated our award
winners and all the recipients for their amazing work within the
community. I would also like to thank Cllr Beck, Cllr Levell and Kate
our Clerk for taking the readings along with Tom Pursglove MP for
saying one of the prayers. The refreshments after the service were
held in the Community Rooms and the catering was done by Jesters
here in Raunds, they put on a fantastic spread so a big thanks to them
also.
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On 25th March Cllr Wilkes and I attended a Gala ball at St Neot’s to
raise funds for the Mayors chosen charities, the theme was the Big Top
and the entertainment was amazing.
On 27th March I attended St Peters School to present teacher Ben
Nardone with his Civic award as he was unable to attend the service; it
was a surprise to him and all the children.
On 31st March I attended St Peters Church for St Peters School Easter
service along with The Deputy Mayor, the children and staff did an
amazing job as usual.
Also that evening Cllr Wilkes and I attended Corby Civic dinner to help
raise funds for the Mayors charities.
Today I attended Raunds Lodge Nursing home along with Daisy our
apprentice to judge the Easter bonnet competition; it was a very difficult
choice as all the residents had done an amazing job with a little help
from the fantastic staff and helpers. It was a joy to visit again this year
and to be able to catch up with some of the residents I met last year.
They were so warm and welcoming it was an absolute joy.
RESOLVED to note the report.
648.16

Annual Report of the Town Council: To note the timescale for the
production of the Annual Report.
The annual committee report for the Annual Town Assembly would
need to be given to the office to be printed.
RESOLVED for the Chairman of each committee to have their
annual report for the Annual Town Assembly to the office by
Friday 14th April 2017.

649.16

Accounts for payment: To receive the payments lists for February
2017.
Members considered the payments as shown below.
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RESOLVED to note the payment lists.
650.16

Grounds Maintenance Meeting: To receive a verbal report on
Grounds Maintenance meeting held on 15 March 2017.
Cllr Tyman addressed and informed all that Mr Richard Hankins,
Amenities manager, would be stepping down that day, and Charlotte
Tompkins Head of Waste Services at ENC would now be taking over
managing our ground maintenance contract and as a result no minutes
were raised for this meeting, rather it was more an opportunity to meet
her. However Mr Hankins confirmed work was on track and going
well, staffing levels had remained the same , employees all now had
their spray licences.
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Following some earlier complaints regarding verge cutting, Turneys
have now taken receipt of a new verge cutting machine and this was
working well. He confirmed only one complaint had been received
since last meeting.
Charlotte had explained she had a lot of experience in a contractual
environment. She would not be changing the operation, but would be
looking to see where improvements could be made, and would be
using her 5 supervising staff in a more proactive way to monitor work
completed.
Cllr Tyman explained that he recently had the opportunity to speak to
our new gardener and he was very positive regarding improving the
towns shrub beds.
RESOLVED to note the report.
651.16

Raunds Youth Action Group: To consider a request for the use of
Amos Lawrence Playing Field on 15 July 2017.
Councillors were informed that the Events Working Party were
consulted on this matter and had raised queries and concerns
regarding the date due to the possibility of it being close to other events
in the town and the risk of it not being sustainable and running at a
loss.
After discussion it was…
RESOLVED that:
Raunds Town Council give permission to RYAG to use the
Amos Lawrence Park free of charge subject to:
a) The Clerk is to check that RYAG insurance in place to cover
including the parade,
b) The Clerk writes to RYAG advising not to advertise the date
prior to gaining the permission of land owner for future
events;
c) All promotional material is to acknowledge the support of
Raunds Town Council.
d) The Mayor will attend as in previous years;
e) RYAG meeting with RTC’s Event’s Committee to agree a
calendar of events.
f) The Clerk to write to RYAG to advise them of the outcome
and all of the above.

652.16

Review of Town Council Projects: To receive an update on various
Town Council projects.
This item was deferred.

653.16

The Definitive Map and the Rights of Way Improvement Plan: To
receive the rights of way statement and to complete a survey for
Northamptonshire Highways.
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Councillors agreed it would be prudent to consult with the public on this
including asking which footpaths they use and since when.
Upon further discussion it was….
RESOLVED to
a) Delegate to the Clerk for proper determination on pathways
and come up with a plan;
b) Set up a working party to look at this in more detail that
include the Clerk, Cllr Wilkes, Cllr Tyman, Cllr Beck and Cllr D
Hughes;
c) Contact the local walking group to consult information with;
d) Use social media and the website to request information from
the public to determine what footpaths are used.
654.16

Events Working Party Update: To receive a verbal report on the
progress of the Events Working Party.
The notes from the last meeting were given to Councillors on the
progress for the Mayor’s Show so far. Everything was all falling into
place now and progressing well thanks to all the members of the
working party. The events working party will next meet on 12th April.
The next event to start planning is our Town Picnic for Sunday 9 th July
where there will be live entertainment and free entertainment for the
children.
From May, the Events working party will become an official committee
and anyone wishing to join the committee will need to put their names
down in order to be included.
RESOLVED to note the report.

655.16

Planning Matters

a) Proposed diversion of Public Footpath UG18 (part) Parish of
Raunds– case No.161 Highways Act 1980 s119, Location: National
Grid Reference SP9966 7241
Councillors were advised that it was not accessible for people with
disabilities using wheel chairs or mobility scooters due to the stairs at
one of the entrance/exits, raised concerns over the piece of land that
will be left after the diversion is in place and that the footpath is blocked
off at one end but not at the other.
Resolved that
(i)
Raunds Town Council object to the proposed diversion;
(ii)
The Clerk to investigate who is responsible for the piece of
land left after the diversion and what will happen to it if the
diversion is agreed.
b) 16/02119/FUL | Development of two distribution buildings. To note the
outcome of the planning management committee meeting held on 30 th
March 2017 and to consider any further actions.
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A draft letter to the head of planning was read out to Councillors with
amendments made shown in Appendix 1.
Resolved that
(i)
The letter is amended as in Appendix 1 and sent to the head
of planning Mr Paul Bland,
(ii)
A copy of the letter is sent to David Oliver as Chief
Executive of ENC, Sharn Matthews as Executive Director
and Monitoring Officer at ENC, Cllr C Wright as Chair of
Governance & Audit at ENC, External Auditor of ENC, ENC
Councillors and Tom Pursglove MP.
c) PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION
17/00575/FUL – Rear extension, addition of commercial kitchen,
addition of open timber porch and removal of window to toilet at The
World upside Down, 8 Marshalls Road, Raunds NN9 6ET.
Resolved that Raunds Town Council has no objections.
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 21:07
Approved: ....…………..………….......………………...……….….. (Town Mayor)
Meeting date: ......….................. 8th May 2017….........................……. (Council)

Appendix 1:
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