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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes: 8 May 2018 Time 7.30pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr R Levell, (Town Mayor) (Chair), Cllr L Wilkes, Cllr N Beck, Cllr R
Tyman, Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr H Howell, Cllr J Duff, Cllr D Hughes, Cllr S
Hughes.
IN ATTENDANCE:
Miss Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk, Minutes
Mrs Emma Williams, Assistant to the Clerk
Miss Joanne Coduri, Assistant to the Clerk
Prior to opening the meeting Cllr Beck thanked all those who had
supported him during his Mayoral year.
Cllr Beck thanked his wife Nicola Pothecary for all her support as his
consort. Work commitments had meant that sometimes Ms Pothecary
was unable to attend functions with the Mayor, but her support had
always been there.
Cllr Beck also thanked Mr D Moody of Northants CALC for his advise
during his term of office and the office staff at the Town Hall.
Cllr Beck said he had particularly enjoyed spending time with the local
schools and what a fantastic job all the staff did and how interesting it
was hearing the children’s views on local matters.
Finally, Cllr Beck thanked Cllr Levell for all his support as Deputy
Mayor.
1.18

Election of Town Mayor & Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of
Office.
Cllr Beck called for nominations for the Office of Mayor and it was
proposed by Cllr Howell and seconded by Cllr Tyman that Cllr Levell be
elected as Mayor for the 2018/2019 year and it was…
RESOLVED that Cllr Levell be elected as Town Mayor for 2018/19.
Cllr Levell read and signed his declaration, it was received and
witnessed by the clerk.
Cllr Levell then presented the Chain of Office to his consort Mrs
Magdalena Levell.
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2.18

Election of Deputy Town Mayor & Signing of Declaration of
Acceptance of Office.
Cllr Levell called for nominations for the Office of Deputy Mayor and
proposed by Cllr Wilkes be elected as Deputy Mayor, Cllr Tirebuck
seconded the nomination and it was…
RESOLVED that Cllr Wilkes be elected as Deputy Mayor for
2018/19.
Cllr Wilkes read and signed his declaration, it was received and
witnessed by the clerk.
Cllr Wilkes then presented the Chain of Office to his consort Cllr Helen
Howell.

3.18

4.18

To Receive Apologies for Absence.
Apologies were received from Cllr Hind, Cllr Jones, Cllr Beattie, Cllr D
Hughes (joined the meeting in item 9.18) and Cllr S Hughes (joined
the meeting in item 22.18)
Declarations of Interest.
COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A DISCLOSABLE
PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM THEN THEY
SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST AND LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM

NONE RECEIVED
5.18

Notification of requests from members of the public to address
the meeting in compliance with adopted protocol.
NONE RECEIVED

6.19

Notification of members questions in compliance with the
council’s standing orders.
NONE RECEIVED

7.18

Appointment of Members to RTC Committees and Sub
Committees and to receive terms of reference for committees for
information.
Members reviewed the report of the clerk as shown in appendix 1.
It was noted that responsibility for the Christmas lights had been
omitted from the terms of reference for the Events Committee.
It was also agreed that a responsibility for the Weddings service should
fall within the remit of a committee and that review of the Press
Relations function should fall within the remit of a committee.
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RESOLVED that:
a) committee membership would be as shown below
Finance & Policy

Environment, Leisure & Recreation

Cllr R Beattie
Cllr J Duff
Cllr H Howell
Cllr D Hughes
Cllr R Tyman

Cllr N Beck
Cllr M Hind
Cllr D Jones
Cllr R Tirebuck
Cllr R Tyman

Cllr R Levell
Cllr L Wilkes

Cllr R Levell
Cllr L Wilkes

Personnel

Planning

Cllr N Beck
Cllr H Howell
Cllr S Hughes
Cllr R Tirebuck

Cllr J Duff
Cllr R Tirebuck
Cllr R Tyman
Cllr R Levell
Cllr L Wilkes

Cllr R Levell
Cllr L Wilkes

Events
Cllr N Beck
Cllr M Hind
Cllr H Howell
Cllr D Jones
Cllr R Tirebuck
Cllr R Tyman

Cllr R Levell
Cllr L Wilkes
Ms F Kemp
Mrs M Levell
Mr N Ogden
Mr D Jones
Mr K Dunkley

b) That the Finance and Policy Committee would consider standing
orders and committee terms of reference at their first meeting
and would allocate the PR and Wedding functions to a
committee.
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8.18

To consider the payment of any subscriptions falling to be paid
annually.
Members considered the report of the assistant to the clerk. (Appendix
2)
The clerk gave further explanation as to the detail of the subscriptions
and it was…
RESOLVED that the report be received, and that the Council
continues to subscribe to the organisations listed therein for
2018/19

9.18

To approve the list of payments to be made by direct debit during
2018/19.
Members considered the report of the assistant to the clerk as shown
in appendix 3.
The clerk gave further explanation as to the detail of the direct debits
and it was…
RESOLVED to approve the direct debits held by Raunds Town
Council

10.18

Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held 9 April
2018.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 9th April 2018
be confirmed as a true record

11.18

Committee report: To receive the report of the Finance Committee 12
April 2018.
Cllr Levell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Finance
Committee meeting held on 12th April 2018 which were received, and
the resolutions and recommendations duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Finance Committee meeting held on 12th April 2018 be agreed

12.18

Committee report: To receive the report of the Events Committee 25
April 2018.
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Events
Committee meeting held on 25th April 2018 which were received, and
the resolutions and recommendations duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Events Committee meeting held on 25th April 2018 be agreed

5

13.18

Committee report: To receive the report of the Planning Committee 3
May 2018.
Cllr Tyman presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning
Committee meeting held on 3 May 2018 which were received, and the
resolutions and recommendations duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Planning Committee meeting held on 3 May 2018 be agreed

14.18

Reports on External Bodies - To receive a report from Sawyers
Charity and Raunds United Charities.
RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders
District Councillor Peter Wathen advised that the new Vicar, Reverend
Jonathan Aldwinckle is the new Chairman of Raunds United Charities
and that there could be 2 trustee member places available.
RESOLVED to re-instate Standing Orders.
This item was deferred until confirmation is received from the Charities
commission regarding a change in Trustees.

15.18

District Councillors Report.
Cllr Wathen reported that the planning application for the Warehouse
Development off Brick Kiln Road was still outstanding. It was noted that
Highways England had requested a period of 3 months to consider the
proposed access from the A45 via the BP/McDonalds access road.
RESOLVED to note the report.

16.18

County Councillors Report.
Cllr Hughes reported that his term as Chairman had now come to an
end. He had attended many events across the county during his term
and had been particularly struck by the dedication of the many
volunteers he had met that did so much to support various small
charities and groups.
RESOLVED to note the report.

17.18

Town Mayors Announcements.
Cllr Levell thanked members of the council for voting him Mayor. He
said it was an honour to serve as Mayor of Raunds.
He explained that he had planned a packed programme of events for
the year, including:
22 September: Wine Tasting for beginners
6 December: Business Drinks
12 December: Mayors Carol Service (TBC)
26 January: Burns Night
7 April: Mayors Civic Service, including presentation of my civic awards
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For my charity I have selected the Stroke Association, from my own
personal experience I have seen how debilitating the effects of a stroke
can be and that a stroke can occur at any age. The Stroke Association
provides information and support on after-stroke care and awards
grants for research into improving stroke care and rehabilitation.
As well as my civic events we have a number of other events being
organised by the Council. I am particularly excited by the events to
commemorate the centenary of 1918, as I believe it is critical that
young people understand one of the seminal events of the last century.
The Council faces a number of challenges, the library and other
services may be devolved to the Town Council. The proposal to abolish
the county council and create unitary authorities will no doubt impact
the Town Council in the future.
18.18

To appoint representation on external bodies for 2018/19
a. JAG: Joint Action Group
RESOLVED that Cllr Helen Howell be re-appointed as the councils
JAG representative.
b. Ringstead Grange Liaison Group
RESOLVED that Cllr Tyman be re-appointed as the councils
Ringstead Grange Liaison Group representative.

19.18

Meeting Dates 2018/19 - To approve the meetings calendar for
2018/19
Members reviewed the calendar and amendments were made to the
dates of the May and June Events Committee meetings which were
rescheduled for Wednesday 30th May and Wednesday 27th June 2018
respectively.
RESOLVED to approve the calendar subject to amending the
dates of the Events committee meetings

20.18

Accounts for payment: To receive the payments lists.
Members reviewed the payment lists as shown below:
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RESOLVED to note the payment lists
21.17

Grant Application: To consider a grant application from Raunds Girl
Guiding.
RESOLVED to suspend standing orders
The Mayor welcomed Mrs Sharon Priest, District Commissioner, to the
meeting and invited her to explain a little more about the grant
application.
Mrs Priest explained that the funding would be used solely to assist
guides, brownies and leaders attending either Camp Arden 2018, or
Swiss Bliss 2019. These were once in a lifetime opportunities for the
young people and leaders.
As well as applying for funding, Raunds Girl Guiding were carrying out
a range of other fundraising activities.
Cllr Wathen spoke and said that they may also wish to apply to Raunds
United Charities for funding and through the District Council
empowerment fund.
RESOLVED to reinstate standing orders
Cllr Howell thanked Sharon for the fantastic work she does with girl
guiding in Raunds
Following discussion, it was….
RESOLVED to award a grant of £500 to Raunds Girl Guiding.
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22.17

Brook
Street
Railings:
To
consider
information
from
Northamptonshire County Council regarding the replacement of railings
on Brook Street.
Members considered the report of the Clerk as shown in appendix 4. It
was agreed that the proposed replacement standard railings were out
of keeping with the street scene. However, it was felt that the
suggested bespoke railings were very expensive, and alternatives
should be sought.
It was suggested that the Town Council may wish to take a holistic view
of the matter and consider all the railings in Brook Street with a view to
improving the street scene.
Following discussion, it was….
RESOLVED that the matter should be passed to the Environment
Leisure and Recreation Committee to consider alternative railings
and to review the most appropriate budget for the expenditure.

22.17

Exclusion of the Press and Public
The press and public will be excluded from the following agenda items
due to the confidential nature of the business under the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960
RESOLVED to exclude the public and press.

23.17

Raunds Library:
a. To consider the independent valuation of Raunds Library.
Members reviewed the valuation and it was….
RESOLVED to seek advice from East Northamptonshire Council.
b. To consider the heads of terms for the sale of the library building
RESOLVED to note the heads of terms

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 20:51
Approved: ....………….…......………………...………. ….. (Town Mayor)
Meeting date: .…......................12 June 2018...........……. (Council)
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Appendix 1: Committee Report:
Summary: A report on terms of reference for committees, included the merger of the Finance and Policy and
Resources Committee.
Attachments: Existing terms of reference for committees
Draft terms of reference for new Finance and Policy Committee
1.0

Background
The Full Council has already resolved that the Finance Committee should merge with the Policy and
Resources Committee.
Draft terms of reference have therefore been created for the new committee and are attached for
consideration.
It is worth noting the NALC have just issued revised standing orders and that the full standing orders
document needs to be reviewed and considered by the council.

2.0

Recommendation
That the terms of reference for the new Finance and Policy (F&P) Committee be approved and that it be
delegated to the F&P committee to consider the revised standing orders document in its entirety.

Appendix 2: Subscriptions
Summary: To agree the annual subscriptions required for Raunds Town Council
Attachments:

None

1.0

Below are a list of current subscriptions payable annually by RTC:

1.1

Northants CALC:
Annual Membership to NCALC and NALC
End of year Internal Auditing
(Paid April 2018)

£2,225.91
£455.00

1.2

ICCM: (Institute of Cemetery & Crematorium Management)
Annual Membership
£90.00
(Paid April 2018)

1.3

LCR:
Annual Membership to Official Magazine of NALC
(Paid April 2018)

1.4

Parish Online
Subscription for Mapping Tool
(Due June 2018)

£17.00

£126.00

1.5

Northamptonshire Police:
Key-Contact for the Hall and Saxon Hall
(Due August 2018)

£15.00

1.6

The Information Commissioner:
Data Protection Act
(Due August 2018)

£35.00

1.7

Hootsuite:
Scheduling platform for Twitter
(Due December 2018)

£192.00
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1.8

SLCC: (Society of Local Council Clerks)
Annual Membership
(Due February 2019)

Appendix 3: Direct Debits:

£300.00
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Appendix 4: Brook Street Railings
Summary: A report on the replacement of railings in Brook Street
1.0

Background
The Clerk has been contacted by Sarah Barnwell of NCC regarding railings on Brook Street.
There is a short section of pedestrian guard rail in Brook Street which has been damaged, it had
been severely bent and could be bent by hand so had to be removed. It is at the bottom of the
steps down from Coleman Street.

This style of railing is no longer manufactured so a direct replacement is only available as a
bespoke item.
As the cost of replacing the railings with a bespoke item is around four times the cost of a
“standard rail” NCC have advised that in their
current economic climate they are unable to
replace the railings like for like. They therefore
propose to replace the railings with a blackpainted standard rail., as shown below:

However, NCC have approached the Town Council to see if they wish to pay for the railings to be
replaced with bespoke railings.
The costs of bespoke replacement is in the region of £3-4k
2.0

Considerations
When considering the matter members may wish to consider any impact that replacement railings
may have on the street scene.
The council has set a budget to meet the costs of any devolved services from NCC.

