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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL
FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE
Minutes 26 October 2021: Start Time 7.30pm
PRESENT
Cllr R Levell, (Chairman), Cllr K Harrison, Cllr H Howell, Cllr M Levell, Cllr D
Hughes, Cllr S Hughes, and Cllr L Wilkes.
IN ATTENDANCE
Mr Steve Beech, Town Clerk (Minutes)
336.21

To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllr O Curtis.
RESOLVED to note the apologies.

337.21

Notification of requests from members of the public to address the
meeting in compliance with adopted protocol.
None received.

338.21

Notification of members questions in compliance with the council’s
standing orders.
None received.

339.21

Declarations of Interest.
COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A DISCLOSABLE
PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM THEN THEY SHOULD
DECLARE THE INTEREST AND IN THE CASE OF A PECUNIARY ITEM LEAVE THE
MEETING FOR THAT ITEM

None received
340.21

Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Finance and Policy Committee
meeting held 20 July 2021.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Finance and Policy Committee
meeting held on 20 July 2021 be confirmed as a true record.

341.21

Bank Reconciliations: To approve the bank reconciliations for July September 2021.
RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliations for July and August
2021 as shown in Appendix 1 and to defer those of September 2021 to
the next meeting.
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342.21

Payments for Approval: To approve the payments made since the last
Finance Committee Meeting.
RESOLVED to approve the payments as shown in Appendix 2.

343.21

Bank Authorisations:
a) To agree for the Town Clerk and Administrative Officer to sign up for our
Internet Banking, access for viewing the account and submitting
payments only.
b) To remove both assistants to the Clerk from Internet Banking access, and
Cllr Barklamb from signatories and Internet Banking access.
c) To nominate additional signatories and for them to access the Unity Trust
current account via internet banking to access for viewing the account and
authorising payments only.
After a discussion it was:
RESOLVED to:
a) Authorise the Town Clerk, the Administrative Officer, and Agency
Staff colleague Jane Mills to sign up for our Internet Banking, access
for viewing the account and submitting payments only.
b) Remove both assistants to the Clerk from Internet Banking access,
and Cllr Barklamb from signatories and Internet Banking access.
c) Nominate Cllrs S Hughes and B Cross as additional signatories and
for them to access the Unity Trust current account via internet
banking to access for viewing the account and authorising payments
only. Should Cllr Cross decline then Cllr R Levell is nominated in his
place.

344.21

Corporate Card: To agree for the Clerk be the programme administrator and
new cardholder name on the Lloyds Corporate Card.
RESOLVED that the Clerk be the programme administrator and new
cardholder name on the Lloyds Corporate Card.

345.21

Budget Review and Planning:
a. To review progress against the 2021/22 budget.
b. To receive a report on the budget setting process for the forthcoming
financial year 2022/23.
Members reviewed the income and expenditure report for the period 1 April to
30 September 2021 as shown in Appendix 3 and received the report on the
budget setting process as shown in Appendix 4.
As in previous years, members considered it would be appropriate to give
committees guidance on how inflation should be included in their 2022/23
budgets. After some discussion on percentages it was agreed that, in the
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absence of specific information, budget line items should be subject to an
inflationary increase of 3%.
After further discussion it was:
RESOLVED to:
a) note the income and expenditure report.
b) note the report on the budget setting process.
c) review the journal entries at future Finance and Policy meetings from
those dated 1 September 2021.
346.21

Staff Code of Conduct: To consider setting up a working party to draft a staff
code of conduct.
RESOLVED to set up a working party and for the Clerk to approach the
councillors for volunteers.

347.21

The press and public will be excluded from the following agenda item due to
the confidential nature of the business under the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960
RESOLVED that:
The press and public will be excluded from the following agenda item
due to the confidential nature of the business under the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960

348.21

Saxon Hall Contract: To consider outstanding issues.
Members discussed the outstanding issues.
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 21:30pm

Approved: ....………….…......………………………...…….…..….. (Town Mayor)
Meeting date: .…........................9 November 2021 …….…..............(Council)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Confirmed: ………..............………………………….……..………... (Chairman)
Meeting date: ......…......................7 December 2021.......................(Committee)
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Appendix 4

RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL
Report to: Finance and Policy Committee 26 October 2021
Summary:
A report providing information Members may wish to consider when setting
the Precept for 2022/23
Attachments:
None
1.0

Introduction

1.1

Each year the Council must pass a resolution to set its Precept for the following
financial year.

1.2

The Precept is the main source of income for the Council and is calculated by
taking the net estimated expenditure after deducting income streams and the use
of reserves (if appropriate). North Northamptonshire Council (NNC) is responsible
for raising the revenue to meet the precept through the Council Tax levied on
taxpayers within Raunds.

1.3

Each year, NNC is responsible for calculating a tax base for each town and village
within North Northamptonshire Council. The provisional figure for 2022/23 will
hopefully be available in time for this meeting.

1.4

The tax base is calculated by reference to the number of domestic properties in
the town or parish to which is added anticipated completions (new properties) less
an allowance for exemptions, discounts, the cost of the local council tax support
scheme (LCTSS) and an allowance for losses on collection.

2.0

Capping/Referendum

2.1

It is not anticipated that Town Councils will be subject to capping in 2022/23.

3.0

Risk Management

3.1

Before setting a precept for the next financial year, the Council needs to consider
a number of factors from which risks emanate:
•

The need to set a precept which adequately meets the financial needs
of the Council.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The possibility (however remote) of having any increase in precept
capped.
Any potential future impact of Covid.
The need to ensure the Council has adequate reserves.
Any potential future devolved services.
Any Capital Projects for 2022/23.
Setting a budget for the Planning Committee.
Setting a budget to refresh the Neighbourhood Plan.
1 of 2
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4.0

Financial implications - changes to tax base

4.1

The table below illustrate changes to the Council Tax Base and precept.

5.0
5.1

Suggested Timescales
The following timescales are proposed.
All committees to consider and prepare their draft budgets by 17th December
2021
6th January 2022 the Finance and Policy Committee will review draft budgets and
create overall budget, and make recommendations to the full council on the level
of precept needed to fund the budget.
11th January 2022 the Full Council will be asked to approve a draft budget.

Council objectives:
Equalities &
Human Rights
Financial

Legal
Risk
Management

Good governance and robust financial management

X
X

There are no equalities and human rights issues
There are no financial implications at this stage
There will be financial implications – see paragraph
There is financial provision within the budget
Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure
Decisions may have potential for income generation
Power: Local Government Finance Act 1972 and subsequent legislation
Other considerations: None
Material risks exist and these are detailed in report at 3.0

•
•

Tax
base

2019/20
2020/21
2021/22

3,088
3,234
3,303

X
X

Inherent risk score: N/A
Residual risk score: N/A

Person originating this report: Steve Beech Clerk to the Council
Date: 26 October 2021
Financial
Year

X

Precept

Band D
£152
£469,069
£501,070
£155
£511.765
£155

2 of 2

