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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes: 8 October 2019 Time 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT:  

Cllr H Howell (Chair), Cllr D Hughes, Cllr R Beattie, Cllr B Tirebuck,  

Cllr J Duff. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Miss Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk, Minutes 

Mrs Emma Williams, Assistant to the Clerk 

 

The Clerk advised that both the Mayor and Deputy Mayor had sent 

apologies to the meeting. 

 

RESOLVED that Cllr Howell chair the meeting. 

 
299.19 Apologies for absence 

Cllr R Levell, Cllr L Wilkes, Cllr R Tyman Cllr O Curtis, Cllr N Beck,  
Cllr S Hughes. 
 
RESOLVED to note the apologies 
 

300.19 Notification of requests from members of the public to address 
the meeting in compliance with adopted protocol. 
 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
301.19 Notification of members questions in compliance with the 

council’s standing orders. 
 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
302.19 Declarations of Interest. 

COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A DISCLOSABLE 
PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM THEN THEY 
SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST AND LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM 

 

 Cllr Tirebuck declared a personal interest in item 320.19 
 

 Cllr Howell declared an interest in item 322.19 as a member of the 
planning committee at East Northamptonshire Council. 
 
Cllr Hughes declared an interest in item 322.19 as a member of East 
Northamptonshire Council 

 
303.19 Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held 10 

September 2019.  
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 September 
2019 be confirmed as a true record. 
 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/full-council-minutes-2019-08-15-draft.pdf
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304.19 Committee report: To receive the report of the Environment Leisure 
and Recreation Committee held on 17 September 2019. 
 
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the 
Environment, Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 17 
September 2019 and answered members questions thereon. 
 
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations 
duly considered. 

 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Environment, Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 17 
September 2019 be agreed. 
 

305.19 Committee Report: To receive the report of the Events Committee 
held on 24 September 2019  
 
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Events 
Committee held on 24 September 2019 
 
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations 
duly considered. 
     
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions, of 
the Events Committee held on 24 September 2019 be agreed.  

 
306.19 District Councillors Report 

Cllr Greenwood-Smith gave his report. 

He reported that the Enterprise Centre was on time and on budget and 

would open in March 2020. An operator would be appointed shortly. 

The licensing committee had recently received training on gaming 

machines and the category of gaming machines permitted in different 

types of premises. 

RESOLVED to note the report. 

307.19 County Councillors Report 

Cllr Hughes gave his report, he reported that councils had been given 

leave by the Government to raise council tax by 4% for 2020/21. This 

included 2% which is to be ring fenced for adult social care. 

He also reported that preparations for the new Unitary Authorities were 

continuing. 

RESOLVED to note the report. 
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308.19 Mayor’s Report:  

Mayor’s Activities – August/September 2019 
  

2 August Handbell ringing concert * The Hong Kong Elite Youth Handbell Ringers were 
visiting the UK for a handbell ringers convention, 
and performed just one concert while they were 
here – in the Saxon Hall.  Over 100 people 
attended, and it was a hugely enjoyable occasion.  
The performers were aged 12-18, and they seemed 
to enjoy every minute.  I gave a short speech of 
welcome. 

3 August Raunds Saturday Market * I spent the morning in the Square, chatting to stall 
holders and shoppers.  The beach theme seemed 
popular, as was the Punch & Judy. 

4 August Ada Salter birthday 
celebrations * 

Amanda Mauro at Thorpe House hosted afternoon 
tea for Raunds Historical Society members and 
friends.  Eddie Hookway gave a 20-minute potted 
history of Ada’s life, and I gave an impromptu 
welcome speech.  The weather was good, and the 
event was a success. 

15 August Planting of tree in memory of 
Cllr Marion Hind * 

A cherry tree has been planted in the Saxon Hall 
Garden in memory Cllr Marion Hind, who died last 
autumn.  I unveiled a plaque in the presence of 
Richard Hind and Marion’s son and daughter and 
their families.  A number of Town Councillors also 
attended.  This was followed by tea and cakes in 
Saxon Hall, where we reminisced about Marion’s life 
and contribution to the community. 

21 August Raunds film afternoon I opened the August film afternoon.  As usual, the 
auditorium was packed. 

31 August Festival of Transport * I spent 8 hours talking to stall-holders, vehicle 
exhibitors and members of the public, and learned a 
lot about the Children’s Air Ambulance, on behalf of 
whom £5,000 was raised.  I also drew the winning 
raffle tickets.  Despite the rain, it was very 
successful, and I hope it will be repeated next year. 

3 September Flag raising for Merchant Navy 
Day at Huntingdon 

I was pleased to support the Chairman of 
Huntingdonshire District raise a flag for merchant 
seaman.  This was followed by wreath-lying at the 
war memorial in the town square and then coffee 
and biscuits in the Town Hall. 

7 September Rushden Proms in the Park The Deputy Mayor and Cllr Howell attended this 
charity fund-raising event in support of the Mayor of 
Rushden.  As in previous years, it was well 
attended, and the standard of music from Rushden 
Town Band was high. 

13 September Civic opening of Rushden 
Feast * 

I joined the Mayor of Rushden for the traditional 
opening of Rushden Feast.  This included free rides 
on the dodgems.  Later, we adjourned to the 
Rushden Railway Museum for a fish and chip 
supper.  Thanks to the Mayor for buying the first 
round of drinks. 

14 September Event in Raunds for Nene 
Valley Festival * 

I opened and closed the event organised by the 
Town Council as part of the Nene Valley Festival.  
Attendance was greater than at the inaugural event 
last year, and people were able to listen to the 
excellent voice of the singer Maddie.  The mini 
beach again proved popular with the children. 
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15 September Battle of Britain 

commemoration service in 
Stamford * 

I was pleased to support the Mayor of Stamford at 
this event.  We paraded from the Town Hall to the 
church, and then after the service to the war 
memorial where the air cadets were inspected and 
wreaths were laid.  This was followed by 
refreshments. 

20 September USAF annual ball * The ball was held this year in Whittlebury Hall, 
which proved to be more satisfactory than the 
Marriott at Huntingdon last year.  We were treated to 
a splendid dinner and then there was dancing.  Cllrs 
D and S Hughes also attended, in their capacity as 
Chairman and consort of ENC. 

22 September Mayor of Northampton civic 
service * 

I was pleased to support Cllr Nas Choudhary at his 
civic service in All Saints Church, Northampton.  We 
paraded from the Guildhall to the church and back 
accompanied by a brace of Scottish pipers. 

22 September Sea cadets’ freedom of 
Huntingdon ceremony and 
march past * 

I was pleased to support Cllr Steve McAdam, Mayor 
of Huntingdon, as he bestowed the Freedom of 
Huntingdon on the local sea cadets.  The ceremony 
was cut short because of heavy rain, but the march 
past was carried out during a break in the clouds. 

26 September Charity chocolate tasting in 
Kettering Town Hall * 

I, along with the Mayoress and Cllrs Howell and 
Wilkes, attended a demonstration of chocolate 
making in the Kettering council chamber.  We were 
then taken on a tour of different chocolates, with 
over a dozen samples to try. 

27 September Macmillan coffee morning * The Mayoress and I spent the morning serving in 
Jester’s Bistro as part of Macmillan’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning.2019.  As last year, the morning was busy 
and we continued working until 12.30, when we 
stopped for lunch. 

27 September Chairman of ENC dinner 
dance at Stanwick Lakes * 

I, along with the Mayoress and Cllrs Wilkes and 
Howell, were pleased to support Cllr D Hughes in 
his capacity of Chairman of ENC at his ball in 
support of Service Six.  It was well attended by other 
chains and Stanwick Lakes was a good setting for 
the event. 

28 September Autumn litter pick and bulb 
planting * 

Over 50 people turned out to clean up the town and 
plant bulbs.  After welcoming everyone, the 
Mayoress and I helped to plant bulbs in front of the 
Town Hall.  We eagerly wait for them to flower in the 
spring. 

28 September St Peter’s Church Flower 
Festival and Art Exhibition * 

St Peter’s Church revived a Flower festival after a 
break during the renovation work on the church’s 
foundations.  The floral displays were magnificent. 

29 September Flower Festival lunch n St 
Peter’s Church * 

I attended the lunch as part of the Festival.  Tables 
were laid out in the nave and more than 50 people 
attended the meal which was free, but donations 
were encouraged.  I gave the after-dinner speech. 

29 September Mayor of Thrapston civic 
service * 

I was pleased to support Cllr Karen Draycott at her 
civic service.  The highlight of the service was the 
singing by the primary school children.  Afterwards, 
refreshments were served in the Plaza, which is an 
impressive venue following its facelift last year. 

 
* Occasion where I was joined by the Mayoress, Mrs Magdalena Levell.  
 

RESOLVED to note the report 
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309.19 JAG Report: To receive a report from the Council’s Joint Action Group 
representative. 
 
Cllr Howell as the Council’s JAG representative had attended a JAG 
meeting on Friday 20th September. 
 
The following issues were raised: 
 

• Parking issues on the road by the church path in Park Road leading 
to Berrister Place–NCC highways will provide a sign asking 
residents to consider their parking in relation to emergency service 
vehicles.  
 

• Priorities remain focus on drugs and anti-social behaviour. 
 

• CCTV footage of 2 individuals using the benches outside to smoke 
cannabis whilst driving their motorbikes has been passed to the 
police, this is from the cameras at The Town Hall.  

 
The following is a sample of incidents that had taken place over the 
summer: 
 
Break In: Marshalls Road Raunds, a number of break-in/ attempted 
break-ins took place over the summer, mainly in sheds and 
outbuildings. 
 
Burglary: property in Hollington Road, Raunds. Car keys stolen from 
property and vehicle later involved in a road traffic accident.  
 
Motor Vehicle Damage: Tyre-valves removed from several cars in 
Raunds. London Road and other locations 
 
Criminal Damage: Grombold Ave, Raunds.   
 
Seizure of stolen motorbikes: Police thanked vigilant staff at a 
storage unit facility in Raunds.  A male has been arrested in connection 
with the stolen motorbikes 
 
Arson: Fairoaks drive, Raunds a Male was arrested in Northampton in 
connection with the fire. 
 
Staffing: PCSO Tim Butter – Has returned to Raunds, Stanwick & 
Hargrave. PC James Allen joined the team based at Thrapston Fire & 
Police station. He will cover all the towns & villages that come under 
Northants Central. So, there are now 2 PC’s and 2 PCSO’S covering 
the area. 
 
Cllr Howell urged everyone to be vigilant and report any incidents to the 
police backed up with CCTV footage where possible.  
 

 RESOLVED to note the report. 
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310.19 Drug Dog Operations: To consider funding for drug dog operations  
 
Mrs Rita Groves of ENC, Licensing Enforcement Officer explained how 
the use of drugs dogs support the licensing function. During a drugs 
dog operation. A private firm is used to provide the dog as this is more 
cost effective and does not detract police dogs from other frontline 
operations. 
 
During each operation a number of licensed premises will be visited 
throughout the district. Whilst not all the premises visited will be in 
Raunds, the operation sends out a strong zero tolerance message 
across the district. She particularly noted that Rushden pubwatch had 
funded an operation themselves and she felt this was a very strong and 
supportive message for the publicans to give out. Rushden Town 
Council had also agreed to fund an operation. 
 
Mrs Groves answered members questions on the scheme and 
following discussion it was… 
 
RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council will fund a drugs dog 
operation the cost will be £403.30. 
 

311.19 Grounds Maintenance:  
 

a) To approve the Winter contract for 2019/20 
 

Members reviewed the winter contract as shown in appendix 1 and the 
Clerk answered member questions thereon. 
 
RESOLVED that it be delegated to the Clerk to sign the winter 
contract and return to ENC. 

 
b) To receive the minutes from the recent Consortium meeting  

 
Members reviewed the minutes from the recent Consortium meeting as 
shown in appendix 2 and the Clerk answered member questions 
thereon. 
 
RESOLVED to note the minutes. 

 
312.19 Ringstead Grange Liaison Group: To receive the minutes from the 

recent liaison group meeting.  
 
Members reviewed the minutes from the recent liaison group meeting 
as shown in appendix 3 and the Clerk answered member questions 
thereon. 
 
RESOLVED to note the minutes. 
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313.19 Payments Lists: To receive the payment lists.  
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Members reviewed the payments lists and it was… 
 
RESOLVED to note the payment lists 

 
314.19 Internal Audit: To receive the report of the Internal Auditor for 2019/20  

 
Members reviewed the report of the internal auditor as shown in 
appendix 4 and it was noted that a working party had already been 
formed to review the Council’s Financial Regulations. 
 
Other than this there were no issues to be raised. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report. 
 

315.19 External Audit: To receive the report of the External Auditor for 
2019/20.  
 
Members reviewed the report of the internal auditor as shown in 
appendix 5 and it was noted that the external auditor had no issues to 
raise. 
 
The Clerk and staff team were thanked for their work in keeping the 
accounts and procedure in order. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report. 
 

316.19 Raunds Football Club: To receive an update from the Clerk on the 
preparation of a lease for Raunds Football Club use of Amos Lawrence 
playing field. 
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The Clerk had met the Chairman of the Football Club to discuss their 
requirements for the lease. 
 
The Council’s solicitor had been briefed on the main heads of terms 
needed for the lease. 
 
The lease would cost in the region of £2,000 to produce. 

 
 Following discussion, it was… 
 

RESOLVED that a budget of £2,000 be delegated to the Clerk to 
cover the professional fees associated with developing a lease. 
 

317.19 Digital Noticeboards: To consider extending the types of messages 
displayed on the digital noticeboards and to agree guidelines for use.  
 
Members reviewed the report of the Clerk as shown in appendix 6 and 
following discussion it was… 
 
RESOLVED to extend the use of the digital boards. 

 
318.19 Electrical Works: To consider alterations to the external power source 

at Raunds Town Hall 
 
Members reviewed the report of the Clerk as shown in appendix 7 and 
following discussion it was… 
 
RESOLVED to install an electrical bollard, close the flagpole at 
Raunds Town Hall with an approximate cost of £1,000 
 

319.19 Raunds Action Group: To receive a request from Raunds Action 
Group for Raunds Carnival to be held on 18th July 2020 
 
This item was deferred. 
 

320.19 Raunds Festival of Transport: To receive a request from Raunds 
Festival of Transport for Raunds Festival of Transport to be held on 5th 
September 2020. 
 
Members reviewed the open spaces application from the Festival of 
Transport and following discussion it was… 
 
RESOLVED to approve the application in its entirety.  
 

321.19 Grant Application: To consider a request from East Northants 
Community Responders.  
 
Members reviewed the grant application from the East Northants 
Community Responder as shown in appendix 8. 
 
It was noted that: 
 

• the equipment had to be replaced due to changes in certification 
for the equipment. 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/grants-policy-13.pdf
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• the first responders supported the Town Council at all their 
events offering a first aid service at very reasonable price. 

 

• the ENCR were offering free first aid training at Saxon Hall. and 
following discussion it was… 

 
RESOLVED that given the importance of this life saving 
equipment, and in the light of everything that the First 
Responders do for the community the Council would award a 
grant of £1,000 towards the costs of the defibrillators. 

 
322.19 Planning: Planning applications received for consideration: 

 
19/01436/FUL – Demolition of an existing room; Extension of the 
existing Medical Centre to provide additional Consulting rooms at The 
Cottons, Meadow Lane, Raunds, NN9 6UA  
 
RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council support this application 
and believe that this is a much need facility for the town, which 
will be welcomed by residents. 
 

323.19 Belmont Gardens: 
 

a) To note that a fee to lift the covenant on land off Belmont Gardens 
has been agreed and to resolve for the deed of release to be 
signed.  
 

The Clerk advised members that the Council’s solicitors had now 
drafted the deeds to lift the covenant and the landowner had paid the 
fee of £7,500. 
 
Two councillors were required to sign the deed. 
 
RESOLVED to note the update and agreed that two councillors 
would sign the deed. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 21:30 

 
 

Approved: ....………….…......………………...………. ….. (Town Mayor) 
 
 
Meeting date: .…..............12 November 2019...................(Council) 

https://publicaccess.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
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Appendix 1: Grounds Maintenance Contract 
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Appendix 2 – Grounds Maintenance Consortium Minutes 
 

 



235 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



236 

 

 

Appendix 3 – Ringstead Grange Minutes 
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Appendix 4 – Internal Audit 
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Appendix 5: External Auditor 
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Appendix 6: Digital Notice Boards 
 

Summary: 
A report on the use of Digital Noticeboards 

 
1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.0 
 
 
 
     

 
Background 

The Digital noticeboards were installed in 2018 and have been widely used by the 
community, in line with the attached advertising policy. 
 
The Town Council uses the boards to advertise events, including Mayoral events. 
 
It has been suggested that the use of the noticeboards is expanded to include: 
 
 

1. Planning Objections - for example when the Planning Committee object to Brick Kiln Rd 
Warehouses - it should be on the digital notice board saying we have objected.  
 

2. General highlighting of what the Council have done, rather than just what is coming up. 
For example we put forthcoming events on there, but for example why don’t we also add 
that the Council are going Green.  

 
Recommendations 

• To approve the wider use of the digital noticeboards to promote all the work the council is 
doing. 

  

 
 
 
Appendix 7: Electrical Works 
 
 

Summary: 
A report on external power supply 

 
1.0 
 
 
 
2.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Background 
As part of the Christmas Lights display two Christmas trees are displayed in the Town, each tree 
naturally requires a power source. 

 
Power supply to the Christmas Trees 
 
1)  The Square, fed by an electricity bollard, similar to the one shown here. This is in full working 
order and no modifications are required. The power source is used not only for the Christmas 
trees but a wide range of applications, including the market and events. 
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3.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.0 
 
 
 

 

2) The Town Hall fed by an underground electrical supply, shown below: 
 

 
 

The power cable is fed underground from the Town Hall to the manhole cover which houses the 
socket for the tree. The power supply sits within the manhole cover. The manhole frequently fills 
with water damaging the cable. 

 
The cable has now reached the end of its useful life. It is not possible to “pull” a new cable 
through the same ducting as parts of the cable are embedded in concrete. 

 
The solution is to dig down to find the cable closer to the Town Hall and either install a new 
manhole, which may fill with water again. Or the ideal solution would be to install an electrical 
bollard, such as the ones we have on the Square and pull a cable back up through the bollard. 

 
This bollard could then be used to supply power for a range of applications and events.  

 
Costs 
 
All costs are approximate 
 

1) Bollard £300 
2) Electrical Works £250 
3) Groundworks £500 

 
 
Recommendations 

• To approve the installation of an electrical bollard on the steps close to the flagpole. This 
will provide a secure power source for the trees and council events. 
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Appendix 8: ENCR Grant Application  
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