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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes: 12 November 2019 Time 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT:  

Cllr R Levell (Chair), Cllr R Tyman, Cllr H Howell, Cllr D Hughes, Cllr R 

Beattie, Cllr S Hughes, Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr J Duff, Cllr N Beck. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Miss Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk, Minutes 

Miss Joanne Coduri, Assistant to the Clerk 

 
383.19 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr L Wilkes and Cllr O Curtis 
 
RESOLVED to note the apologies 
 

384.19 Notification of requests from members of the public to address 
the meeting in compliance with adopted protocol. 
 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
385.19 Notification of members questions in compliance with the 

council’s standing orders. 
 
NONE RECEIVED 
 

386.19 Declarations of Interest. 
COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A DISCLOSABLE 
PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM THEN THEY 
SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST AND LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM 

 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
387.19 Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting 

held 7 October 2019. 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 
7 October 2019 be confirmed as a true record. 
 

388.19 Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held 8 October 
2019.  
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held 8 
October be confirmed as a true record. 
 

389.19 Committee report: To receive the report of the Personnel Committee 
held on 15 October 2019  
 
Cllr Tirebuck presented the minutes (forming the report) of the 
Personnel Committee held on 15 October 2019 
 
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations 
duly considered.  

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-full-council-extraordinary-2019-10-07-draft.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-full-council-2019-10-08-draft.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-personnel-2019-10-15-draft.pdf


295 

 

 

 
It was noted that the Finance and Policy Committee would consider the 
committee budgets at a later date. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions, of 
the Personnel Committee held on 15 October 2019 be agreed.  
 

390.19 Committee report: To receive the report of the Environment Leisure 
and Recreation Committee held on 22 October 2019  
 
Cllr Levell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the 
Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 22 October 
2019 
 
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations 
duly considered.  
 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions, of 
the Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 22 
October 2019 be agreed.  
 

391.19 Committee Report: To receive the report of the Events Committee 
held on 29 October 2019  
 
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Events 
Committee held on 29 October 2019. 
 
Cllr Howell thanked everyone for their support with the successful 
Halloween Party and the Remembrance Sunday Commemorations.  
 
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations 
duly considered. 
     
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions, of 
the Events Committee held on 29 October 2019 be agreed.  
 

392.19 Committee Report: To receive the report of the Planning Committee 
held on 31 October 2019 
 
Cllr Duff presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning 
Committee held on 31 October 2019. 
 
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations 
duly considered. 
     
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions, of 
the Planning Committee held on 31 October 2019 be agreed.  
 

393.19 Committee Report: To receive the report of the Personnel Committee 
held on 5 November 2019  
 
Cllr Tirebuck presented the minutes (forming the report) of the 
Personnel Committee held on 5 November 2019 
 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-elr-2019-10-22-draft.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-events-2019-10-29-draft.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/planning-minutes-2019-10-31-draft.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-personnel-extraordinary-2019-11-05-draft.pdf
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The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations 
duly considered.  
 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions, of 
the Personnel Committee held on 5 November 2019 be agreed, 
subject to renaming the Phone Guidelines as Phone Policy.  
 

394.19 Committee Report: To receive the report of the Finance and Policy 
Committee held on 7 November 2019  
 
Cllr Hughes presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning 
Committee held on 7 November 2019. 
 
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations 
duly considered. 
 
Consideration of the budget for the Finance and Policy Committee was 
deferred until the Full Council considered the final budgets for all 
committees. 
     
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions, of 
the Finance and Policy Committee held on 7 November 2019 be 
agreed.  
 

395.19 District Councillors Report 

Cllr Greenwood-Smith presented his report. The Policy and Resources 

Committee had been quiet and committee meetings were becoming 

less frequent. 

The licensing panel had met to review a case where a shopkeeper had 

failed a test purchase and sold alcohol to someone underage. The 

police had called for a review as the license holder appeared to have 

little understanding of licensing objectives. The panel suspended the 

premises license for a period of 3 months. 

Work was progressing well with the Enterprise Centre which was very 

nearly watertight! A large number of queries had been received from 

potential tenants and it was anticipated that the year 1 occupancy 

target would be easily met. 

Cllr Greenwood-Smith spoke briefly about the need for objections to 

planning applications to focus on policy and material considerations 

and that the Town Councils should highlight these objections to District 

Councillors if they were to be called in and referred to the planning 

management committee at East Northants rather than being decided 

by officers. 

RESOLVED to note the report  

 

 



297 

 

 

396.19 County Councillors Report 

Cllr Hughes noted that the budget process was underway at 

Northamptonshire County Council and that the budget was available 

on-line. A consultation on the budget would run until 24th December 

2019. 

Cuts of £12m were planned for Adult Social Services and £4m of cuts 

were proposed Children’s services. Cllr Hughes said he was 

particularly concerned about cuts to children’s services when the 

service had recently been rated as inadequate by Ofsted. 

RESOLVED to note the report. 

397.19 Mayor’s Report:  

 

 1 October Peterborough Bridge Fair and 
Sausage Supper * 

We were pleased to support the annual opening of 
the Bridge Fair and the ensuing traditional sausage 
supper in the Town Hall in support of the mayor’s 
charities.  Unfortunately, due the very wet weather, 
the opening ceremony took place in the Town Hall, 
so we missed the free ride on the dodgems. 

3 October Mayor of Raunds charity quiz * 132 people supported this charity event and £1,500 
was raised for Prostate Cancer UK and Parkinson’s 
UK charities.  Financial assistance was given by 
Raunds Co-op and the prizes were sponsored by 
Cllr Greenwood-Smith.  It was a great advert for 
Raunds. 

4 October Service awards at Ashfield 
House 

I was pleased to present long-service awards to 
staff at Ashfield House.  I had the opportunity to talk 
to managers from Shaw Healthcare, as well as 
residents in the home. 

6 October Irthlingborough Civic Service I was pleased to support the Mayor of 
Irthlingborough at his civic service.  The sermon in 
particular was memorable. 

6 October Encephalitis quiz I led a team in the second annual quiz in support of 
the Encephalitis Society at the World Upside Down.  
James Guest was quizmaster, and over £600 was 
raised for the charity. 

13 October Godmanchester Civic Service The Deputy Mayor, Cllr L Wilkes and Cllr H Howell 
were pleased to support the Mayor of 
Godmanchester and his charities at his civic service. 

18 October Reading Shield presentation to 
St Peter’s school 

St Peter’s CE school won the inter-schools summer 
reading competition, and I presented the winner’s 
shield to the pupils who had taken part. 

18 October Tea dance in Saxon Hall I joined the monthly tea dance in Saxon Hall, 
chatting to participants and drawing the raffle 
tickets.  For the avoidance of doubt, I did not take 
part in the dancing! 

19 October CPR training in Saxon Hall * I welcomed the First Responders to this first of 
hopefully several sessions to deliver basic CPR 
training to residents of Raunds.  Around 30 people 
attended, and we left with a better understanding 
about cardiac arrest and how to treat it, including the 
correct use of a defibrillator.  We were also given 
the confidence to attempt to give CPR to a 
distressed person in the future. 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/mayors-report-november-2019.pdf
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20 October Chairman of Northants CC 

Civic Service * 
I was pleased to support the Chairman of 
Northamptonshire County Council at his civic 
service at Weston Favell parish church. 

21 October Commissioning of new 
principal of St Peter’s CE 
School 

I attended the “commissioning” of the new principal 
of St Peter’s school, Julie Casswell.  This consisted 
of a twenty-minute service in St Peter’s Church with 
the whole school in attendance.  It involved a couple 
of hymns, the welcoming of and promise to support 
Mrs Casswell, and the presentation to her of a bible 
and a candle. 

25 October Stamford Civic Dinner * We supported the Mayor of Stamford at her civic 
dinner in the clubhouse of Burghley Park Golf Club. 

27 October Whittlesey Civic Service * I was pleased to support the Mayor of Whittlesey at 
her civic service.  The town was almost cut off 
because of flooding, but most of the guests were 
able to get through.  We paraded through the town 
from the council’s brand-new offices to the church. 

 
* Occasion where I was joined by the Mayoress, Mrs Magdalena Levell.  
 

Cllr Levell particularly noted the quiz night held on 3rd October 2019 
which had been very successful. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report. 

 
398.19 Sculpture for Raunds: To consider a proposal for the Sculpture to be 

located at the top of Brick Kiln /London Road. 
 
RESOLVED to suspend standing orders: 
 
Members received the report of the Clerk as shown in appendix 1. The 
Clerk summarised the Town Councils position: 
 

A design had been presented to the Town Council in the Summer of 
2018, reaction to the design had been mixed and members felt it was 
important to consult with the community to ensure that there is buy-in 
and support from local residents. 
 
Roxhill agreed to undertake a local consultation, which took place in 
July 2019. Following the consultation, a brief report was supplied to 
the Town Council and the council raised the following points:  

 

• It was unclear from the report if the consultation report showed a 
selection of responses or if it was the entirety of the feedback 
received. 

 

• There was no real consensus from the Council regarding the 
design of the Sculpture. 

 

• The agreement was that a sculpture should be placed on the 
roundabout, but the proposal is now to site the sculpture at the 
side of the road. It was felt that the sculpture should be on the 
roundabout as previously agreed. 
 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/sculpture-for-raunds.pdf
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Mr David Shaw representing Roxhill Developments also gave a brief 
history of the project. The project had been on-going for over 8 years. 
Roxhill developments would pay for the sculpture to be developed and 
the Town Council were expected to take over maintenance of the 
sculpture. The Sculpture did not form part of any s106 agreement and 
was a goodwill gesture to the Town. Whilst initially planned for the 
roundabout the sculptor felt it would be better display on the highway 
verge at the junction of Brick Kiln Road and London Road. 
 
During discussion the following points were raised: 
 
The sculpture had been planned as a gateway piece of art welcoming 
people to the Town and as such members felt it should be placed on 
the roundabout. 
 
Members expressed disappointment about the design, the brief had 
been to create a forward-looking piece of art, whereas the design 
focused on the history of the town.  
 
Concern was expressed that the design could attract vandalism.  
 
Members highlighted that Roxhill had also made a number of other 
promises such as the development of a BMX track and other 
improvements for the town which hadn’t been delivered. 
 
Mr Shaw advised that if required, the design of the sculpture could be 
modified so that it could be displayed on the roundabout, an 
interpretation panel could be installed near the footpath to explain the 
concept. 
 
Mr Shaw also advised that if required the design could be re-
considered, but that if so he asked that the council give a strong brief 
as to their requirements. 
 
Following discussion, it was…. 
 
RESOLVED that  
a) a new design proposal should be presented to the council, 

which embodied a modern forward-thinking town;  
b) The sculpture should be displayed on the roundabout. 
 

399.19 Local Government Reform: To receive a report from the NCALC on 

Local Government Reform in Northamptonshire 

Members reviewed the report, it was noted that it was a useful 
discussion document. 
 
It was noted that report classified the principle activities of parish/town 
council into three categories: 
 

• Representing the local community 

• Delivering services to meet local needs 

• Improving quality of life and community well-being. 
 

https://www.northantscalc.com/uploads/ncalc-building-communities.pdf
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It was agreed that this was a useful definition which could be 
considered when revising the Town Council business plan. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report. 
 

400.19 Raunds Neighbourhood Plan: To receive a monitoring report on the 

Raunds Neighbourhood Plan.  

Members reviewed the report of the Clerk as shown in appendix 2. 

It was agreed that it was encouraging to see the impact that the 

neighbourhood plan had had at a strategic level. Following discussion, 

it was…. 

RESOLVED to note the report and that the Clerk will arrange 

training/workshop for councillors and staff on the Neighbourhood 

Plan to support its use when responding to planning applications. 

401.19 Saxon Hall Working Party: To receive a report from the Saxon Hall 
working party  
 
Members reviewed the report of the Clerk and drawings from PhP as 
shown in appendix 3. 
 
Members agreed it was positive to see the project moving forward. It 
was agreed that the working party may wish to consider the inclusion of 
electric car charging points in the car to future proof the car park.  
 
It was also agreed that the clock should be repaired. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report and await the QS report. 
 

402.19 Raunds Town Council Business Plan  

a. To consider forming a working party to review the business plan 
b. To review progress against the business plan 
c. To consider preparing a newsletter for residents to report on 

progress against the business plan. 
 
Members considered points a-c as a whole and it was… 
 
RESOLVED that a working party be formed of Cllr D Hughes, Cllr 
H Howell, Cllr S Hughes, Cllr Wilkes, Cllr Beck and Cllr Levell. The 
working party would be asked to: 
 

• Review progress against the business plan 

• Propose a revised business plan 

• Draft a newsletter to residents for approval by the Full Council. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/neighbourhood-plan-14.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/4421-03-proposed-floor-plan.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/business-plan-adopted-october-2017.pdf
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403.19 Community Speedwatch: To consider participation in Community 

Speed Watch 2020  

Members reviewed the information as shown in appendix 4 and it 

was... 

RESOLVED that the Raunds would apply to take part in 

Speedwatch 2020 subject to enough volunteers coming forward. 

404.19 Payments Lists: To receive the payment lists.  
Members reviewed the payment lists as shown and it was… 
 

 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/csw-2020-invite.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/doc071118-07112018172838.pdf
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RESOLVED to note the payment lists. 
 
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 21:12 

 
 

Approved: ....………….…......………………...………. ….. (Town Mayor) 
 
 
Meeting date: .…..............12 November 2019...................(Council) 
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Appendix 1: Sculpture 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 2: Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Summary: 
A report on the effectiveness of the Raunds Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

 
1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Background 
 
The Raunds Neighbourhood Plan was adopted by East Northamptonshire Council in November 
2017.  
 
This report looks at how effective the plan has been when Raunds Town Council respond to 
planning applications. 
 
Breakdown of Planning Applications considered by Raunds Town Council 
 
Between November 2017 and September 2018, Raunds Town Council has reviewed 84 planning 
applications which can roughly be broken down into the following categories: 
 

• 12- Tree Preservation Orders  

• 2-   Advertising consent 

• 41- Minor works to residential properties (e.g. side extensions) 

• 3 – Variation of conditions for previously approved applications 

• 2 -  Change of use 

• 9 – Erection of new dwellings (Single dwelling to 11 dwellings) 

• 15 -Other e.g. listed building consent / agricultural consents 
 
 
Objections to planning applications raised by Raunds Town Council  
  
The Town Council did not object to 56 of the applications, in some cases comments were made 
asking for applications to be referred to other officers for comment, but there was no objection 
from the Town Council. 
 
The Town Council objected to a further 28 applications on various grounds. The Neighbourhood 
Plan was referred to on 6 occasions.  Given the large number of applications for minor works it is 
perhaps unsurprising that the neighbourhood plan hasn’t been referred to more often when 
making objections. 
 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/raunds-made-neighbourhood-plan-final-november-2017.pdf
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4.0  
 
4.2 
 
 
 
 
 
4.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.0 

 
 
Of the 6 occasions where the neighbourhood plan was referred to the outcomes were as follows: 
 
3 applications were permitted 
2 applications no decision made 
1 application refused 
 
 
Successes of the Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Brick Kiln Road Warehouse Development 
Whilst desktop analysis alone may suggest that the Neighbourhood Plan has not had a very 
significant impact on the outcome of planning applications in Raunds, it should be remembered 
that the Neighbourhood Plan was instrumental in the refusal of the proposed large warehouse 
development off Brick Kiln Road  17/00266/FUL | Proposed Distribution Centre (B8 Use Class) 
 
Local Plan Part 2- District Wide Planning Policy 
 
The evidence base that Raunds Town Council prepared for the Neighbourhood Plan included a 
case study on the affect that permitted development rights could have on Raunds Town Centre. 
Permitted development rights allow retail units less than 150m2 to be converted to residential 
dwellings without planning permission.  
 
The issues highlighted in the case study have helped shape district wide policy in East 
Northamptonshire and the draft Local Plan Part 2 seeks to introduce a policy which restricts 
permitted development rights and further supports the protection of the high street in the market 
towns. 
 
An extract from the draft Local Plan part 2 is appended to this report. 
 
In conclusion, whilst based on a number count alone the impact of the Neighbourhood Plan 
may appear slight, the impact at a strategic level is highly significant and should be 
considered a success. 
 
Recommendations 

a) To note the report. 
b) To consider arranging training/workshop for councillors and staff on the Neighbourhood 

Plan to support its use when responding to planning applications. 
 

 

https://publicaccess.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/online-applications/files/C52534276448DC3060936908B074D5D7/pdf/17_00266_FUL-REFUSE_FUL_DECISION_NOTICE-312718.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/case-study.pdf
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Appendix 3: Saxon Hall Working Party 
 

Summary: 
A report on proposed improvements to Saxon Hall. 

 
1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.0 
 
 
 

  
Background.  
Raunds Town Council holds reserves of circa £250,000 to make improvements to Saxon Hall. This 
is largely made up of funding received from developers and is subject to legal agreements. 
 
A working party has been formed to manage the improvements and a report was presented to the 
Full Council in July 2019. 
 
The resolution from that meeting is shown below: 
 
142.19  Saxon Hall: To receive a report from the Saxon Hall Working Party  
 

Members reviewed the report of the working party as shown in appendix 4 and following 
discussion it was… 
 
RESOLVED that 
a)  The Clerk in association with the working group appoint an architect to design 

the new entrance area, office and kitchen space and that the architects submit a 
planning application for all internal works. 

b) the working party prioritise other internal works as funding allows; 
c) In addition, it is recommended that a budget of £5,000 is delegated to the Clerk in 

consultation with the working party to cover the cost of architect’s fees 
(including the appointment of principal designer), planning fees and initial 
estimates from a quantity surveyor. 

 
Appointment of architect 
Following review of a number of proposals, the Clerk and working party met with PhP architects. 
They are based in Northampton and have worked on a number of similar community centres. 
Following the meeting PhP have been appointed as the architects to lead the project. 
 
PhP have now summarised all the proposed alterations on the attached drawings and arranging for 
a quantity surveyor to provide indicative costs for the works. 
 
Recommendations 

• To note the appointment of PhP 

• To receive the attached drawings 

• To await the QS report to understand the full cost of the proposals. 
 

 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/7-minutes-july-2019-draft.pdf

