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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Minutes: 8 September 2020 Time 7.30pm. 

 
NB: The meeting was held via Zoom video link. Details of the meeting and a link enabling 
members of the public to join the meeting were published on the Town Council website. 
The meeting was held in compliance with Regulation 5 (2) of the Local Authorities and 
Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and 
Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 

 

PRESENT:  

Cllr S Hughes (Chair), Cllr R Beattie, Cllr O Curtis, Cllr J Duff, Cllr K Harrison, 

Cllr H Howell, Cllr D Hughes, Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr R Tyman and Cllr L Wilkes  

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Miss Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk, Minutes 

Miss Joanne Coduri, Assistant to the Clerk 

 

Members of the public 

 

Prior to opening the meeting Cllr S Hughes as Mayor noted that Cllr N Beck had 

resigned from the Council. The Mayor thanked Cllr Beck for his service, in 

particular his work during his year as Mayor. 

 
234.20 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr R Levell. 
 
RESOLVED to note the apology 
 

235.20 Notification of requests from members of the public to address 
the meeting in compliance with adopted protocol. 
Mr Peter Wathen spoke on behalf of Raunds Community Library Trust.  
 
He said the library provided a lifeline for many.  Raunds Community 
Library Trust were ready to operate the library and would be Covid 
safe. They would start with a phone and collect service and hoped to 
welcome back customers as soon as circumstances permitted. 
 
Mr Wathen said that the Town Council had raised the council tax to 
support the library and urged the council to complete the lease. 
 
The Mayor thanked Mr Wathen for his report and thanked those 
supporters of the library who had joined the meeting. The Mayor noted 
that the library would be discussed later in the meeting. 

 
236.20 Notification of members questions in compliance with the 

council’s standing orders. 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
237.20 Declarations of Interest. 

COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A DISCLOSABLE 
PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM THEN THEY 
SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST AND LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM 

NONE RECEIVED 
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238.20 Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held 14 July 

2020  
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2020 
be confirmed as a true record 
 

239.20 Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting 
held 17 August 2020  
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Extraordinary council meeting 
held on 17 August 2020 be confirmed as a true record 
 
 

240.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Environment Leisure 
and Committee meeting held on 27 July 2020  
 
Cllr Wilkes presented the minutes (forming the report) of the 
Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 27 July 2020. 
 
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations 
duly considered.  
 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, subject to the removal of 
Cllr Levell from the list of attendees, and the resolutions of the 
Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 27 July 
2020 be agreed.  
 

241.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Events Committee 
meeting held on 28 July 2020  
 
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Events 
Committee meeting held on 28 July 2020 which were received, and the 
resolutions and recommendations duly considered. 

 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Events Committee meeting held on 28 July 2020 be agreed. 
 

242.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Planning Committee 
meeting held on 30 July 2020  
 
Cllr Duff presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning 
Committee meeting held on 30 July 2020 which were received, and the 
resolutions and recommendations duly considered. 

 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Planning Committee meeting held on 30 July 2020 be agreed. 
 

243.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Planning Committee 
meeting held on 27 August 2020  
 
Cllr Duff presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning 
Committee meeting held on 27 August 2020 which were received, and 
the resolutions and recommendations duly considered. 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-full-council-2020-07-14-draft.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-full-council-2020-08-17-extraordinary-drafty.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-elr-committee-2020-07-27-draft.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-events-committee-2020-07-28-draft.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-planning-committee-2020-07-30-draftt.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-planning-committee-2020-08-27-draft.pdf
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RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Planning Committee meeting held on 27 August 2020 be agreed 
 

244.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Finance and Policy 
Committee meeting held on 1 September 2020  
 
Cllr D Hughes presented the minutes (forming the report) of the 
Finance and Policy Committee meeting held on 1 September 2020 
which were received, and the resolutions and recommendations duly 
considered. 
 
Cllr D Hughes drew members attention to the report of the Clerk and 
the reserves schedule shown in appendix 2, which detailed how the 
Saxon Hall refurbishment would be funded. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Finance and Policy Committee meeting held on 1 September 2020 
be agreed. 

 
245.20 District Councillors Report 

Cllr Greenwood-Smith gave a report as District Councillor.  
 
He explained that the night shelter in Rushden had been closed since 
March as it wasn’t possible to operate the shelter with social 
distancing. However, Cllr Greenwood-Smith was pleased to report that 
East Northamptonshire Council had received a Homelessness 
Prevention Grant and work was being undertaken to provide suitable 
premises and move the night shelter. 
 
Cllr Greenwood-Smith also reported that the Enterprise Centre was 
flourishing and now had 11 tenants. He said he would arrange a visit 
for the Town Council as soon as circumstances permitted. 
 
The Mayor thanked Cllr Greenwood for his report and noted the 
importance of the night shelter. She congratulated Cllr Greenwood-
Smith on the success of the Enterprise Centre. 
 

246.20 County Councillors Report 
Cllr D Hughes gave a report as County Councillor, he noted that the 
councils work was currently split between work on the Covid response 
and work towards the new Unitary Authority. 
 
Cllr Hughes suggested that moving forward it might be sensible to have 
the Unitary Authority as a standing agenda item to ensure that 
members are kept updated. 
 
The report was noted. 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-finance-and-policy-2020-09-01-draft.pdf


177 

 

 

 
247.20 Mayor’s Report:  

Cllr S Hughes gave her report as Mayor, her series of podcasts had 
continued with the following podcasts: 
 

Coping with Covid - Back to School (10/7/20) 
 
Coping with Covid - University of Northampton (17/7/20) 
 
Coping with Covid - Jesters & The World Upside Down (24/7/20) 
 
Coping with Covid - Hair & Beauty (31/07/20) 
 
Coping with Covid - Fitness (07/08/20) 
 
Coping with Covid - Youth (14/08/20) 
 
Coping with Covid - ENFR & Nene Valley Osteopathy (21/08/20 
 

The Mayor had also been pleased to attend the Saturday markets in 
July and August, these had been well attended and were appreciated 
by the traders. 
 
The report was noted 
 

248.20 Payment Lists: To receive the payment lists  
Members reviewed the payment lists as shown below and the Clerk 
answered thereon. 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/DPiZF7y-vqE
https://youtu.be/sHO1ytmpEyA
https://youtu.be/042TFrrnShY
https://youtu.be/UIA4qrn10iQ
https://youtu.be/ClW7pHkbPng
https://youtu.be/xNki45MDHmg
https://youtu.be/Q50jGEs6AfE
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/doc020920-02092020095424.pdf
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RESOLVED to note the payment lists. 
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249.20 Grant Applications:  

 
a. To consider a grant application from Mace  

 
Members reviewed the application in line with the shop front grant 
policy and following discussion it was… 
 
RESOLVED to approve the grant subject to receipt of satisfactory 
invoices. 

 
b. To consider an application from the Chalk Paint Guy  

 
Members reviewed the application in line with the shop front grant 
policy and following discussion it was… 
 
RESOLVED to approve the grant subject to receipt of satisfactory 
invoices. 
 
It was noted that it was very encouraging to have received a number of 
grant applications for this funding stream. 

 
250.20 Coronavirus: Action taken by Raunds Town Council. To receive an 

update on actions being taken by Raunds Town Council in the light of 
Coronavirus and to consider any further actions required.  
 
The Clerk reported on actions being taken by the Town Council. The 
Town Council were looking to support local businesses and had taken 
out an advert in the Raunds Round Up urging people to shop local and 
support Raunds High Street. 
 
The Chamber was being hired by a small number of groups who are 
unable to use Saxon Hall. All appropriate measures were in place to 
ensure that this was compliant with all Covid guidelines. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report. 

 
251.20 Saxon Hall: To receive a verbal report on the refurbishment of Saxon 

Hall following the appointment of DJ Hutchings as the contractor for the 
work.  
 
The working party had met with DJ Hutchings (main contractor), the 
architects, quantity surveyor and sub-contractors. 
 
The meeting had been productive, and all were re-assured that the 
right procedures and reporting mechanisms were in place to ensure the 
project was a success. Minutes of the meeting would be issued from 
the architect. 
 
Works would commence on the 21st September and last for 18 weeks, 
the final programme of works is to be issued shortly. 
 
A further meeting has been arranged to discuss the commercial kitchen 
and to look at final design choices for windows and flooring. 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/mace-news-redacted.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/chalk-paint-guy-redacted.pdf
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RESOLVED to note the report. 
 

252.20 BT Consultation: To receive information on the proposed removal of 
payphones in Raunds. 
 
Members considered the information from BT as shown in Appendix 1. 
BT were proposing to remove the remaining two phone kiosks in 
Raunds, one on Wellington Road opposite the Red Lion and the other 
on the Square, adjacent to the bus stop at Marshals Road Car Park. 
 
Following discussion members felt it was… 
 
RESOLVED that 
 
a) Raunds Town Council has no objection to the removal of the 

phone PCO Kiosk 625416 – Wellington Road Raunds. 
b) Raunds Town Council strongly objects to the removal of PCO 

PC01 The Square Raunds, this would be the sole remaining 
public phone in Raunds and is situated next to the 
defibrillator, so it makes sense for a phone to be available. We 
also believe it is important for victims of domestic abuse and 
other incidents, such as the need to call crime stoppers, to be 
able to do so away from their home and on a phone where 
numbers dialled cannot be traced to a phone bill. 

 
253.20 Website Accessibility Requirements: To affirm Raunds Town 

Council’s compliance with the website accessibility requirements and to 
approve the council’s accessibility statement. 

 
The Clerk explained the new website accessibility regulations. The 
office had been working to test the website and ensure that all content 
met the guidelines.  
 
Members reviewed the revised accessibility statement and it was… 
 
RESOLVED to adopt the accessibility statement as shown in 
Appendix 2. 
 

254.20 Northants CALC AGM: To receive an invitation to the Northants CALC 
AGM Saturday 3rd October. 
 
RESOLVED that Cllr S Hughes (voting delegate) and the Clerk 
attend the Northants CALC AGM 
 

255.20 ANPR Camera Expansion: To consider a consultation from 
Northamptonshire Police on the use of ANPR cameras in Raunds  
 
Members reviewed the information as shown in Appendix 3 and 
following discussion it was…. 
 
RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council are very supportive of this 
proposal and would welcome the introduction of ANPR cameras 
in Raunds. In addition to the site suggested the Town Council 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/payphone-information.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/accessibility.html
https://www.northantscalc.com/uploads/2020-ncalc-agm-invitation.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/anpr-recognition.pdf
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would like to see this introduced at other gateway entrances to 
Raunds, e.g. Chelveston Road and Stanwick Road. The concern is 
that those involved in organised crime will soon know the location 
of the ANPR camera and will simply choose an alternative route 
into the Town. 

 
256.20 Twinning: To consider a report on town twinning. 

 
Members considered the report of the Clerk as shown in Appendix 4 
and following discussion it was…. 
 
RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council would write to Higham 
Ferrers Town Council and the twinning association advising them 
that Raunds would respectfully withdraw from the arrangement. 
 

257.20 Planning Matters: 
 
i. Applications for consideration: 
 
20/00960/FUL | Erection of four employment units (Use Class 
B1(c)/B2/B8) with ancillary offices, including new vehicular and 
pedestrian access, HGV and car parking, internal access roads, 
servicing, external lighting, landscaping, infrastructure and associated 
works | West End Land North Of Brick Kiln Road Raunds 
Northamptonshire 
 
Members reviewed the application carefully. It was noted that the Town 
Council had objected to the previous application for this site which had 
been refused. 
 
Members considered the application in detail and a number of 
objections were raised including: 
 

• the proximity of the access road to properties.  

• the size and scale of the buildings,  

• the use of land that was not designated for employment 
purposes to provide the smaller units 

• the access from the McDonalds roundabout would lead to 
congestion and the difficulties with parked lorries on the access 
road. 

 
Following discussion, it was…. 
 
RESOLVED that  
a) the Town Council strongly objects to this application. A 

holding response will be sent to ENC outlining the Town 
Councils objections.   

b) The Town Council engage a planning consultant to support the 
preparation of a more detailed response.  

https://publicaccess.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QEP8KIGOFKS00&activeTab=summary
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ii. Premises Licence Application:  
 
20/01078/LAPNEW - Premises: QD, Address: 17 - 19 Brook Street, 
Raunds, NN9 6LL - Licensable activities authorised by the licence and 
the times the licence authorises the carrying out of licensable activities 
Sale of Alcohol  
Alcohol consumed off premises, Sunday 10:00 - 16:00 / Monday to 
Saturday 09:00 - 17:30 
 
RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council have no objections to the 
application. 

 
258.20 Raunds Library:  

 
a. To consider information from Raunds Community Library Trust  
 
It was noted that Mr Peter Wathen had spoken at the start of the 
meeting. 

 
b. To consider a report from the library working party.  

 
Members reviewed the report from the library working party as shown 
in appendix 5. 

 
Members emphasised that this was a pause in the process due to the 
current Coronavirus pandemic and the Council planned to review the 
matter when Covid restrictions were lifted. 
 
Members noted the hard work that RCLT had done to set up the Trust 
and support library services. 
 
Members noted that it would not be practicable or a good use of public 
money to take on the lease of a building that could not be fully opened. 
 
However, it was felt that some services were needed immediately in 
the Town e.g. public access to computers so that residents could 
access services such as benefit applications and job applications. 
 
Following detailed discussion, it was… 

 
RESOLVED that 
a) The Town Council remains fully committed to the delivery of 

children’s and library services in Raunds. 
b) Due to Covid-19, negotiations around the lease and transfer of 

the library building are paused for 6 months, so that the matter 
can be considered when a sustained relaxation in Covid 
restrictions can be demonstrated. This is to try and ensure 
that Raunds does not pay the lease cost of a building that 
cannot be occupied. 

c) Raunds Town Council supports the remote delivery of some 
services in the interim period, this will include, but is not 
limited to: 

i. Provision of public access computers at the Town Hall  

https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/11937/qd_17-19_brook_street_raunds_northamptonshire_nn9_6ll
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ii. Promotion of the Click and Collect Service 
iii. Support RCLT to deliver a click and collect service in 

the community.  
iv. Supporting residents in applications for Blue Badges 

and Bus Passes  
d) Raunds Town Council communicates their plans to every 

household via a leaflet  
 

259.20 The press and public will be excluded from the following agenda item 
due to the confidential nature of the business under the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
 
Personnel Working Party: To consider the confidential report of the 
Personnel Working Party Meeting held on 29th July 2020. 
 
Members reviewed the confidential report of the Clerk and it was… 
 
RESOLVED that the post of facilities manager be created and that 
a job description / person specification be drafted for 
consideration. 
 
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 21:18 
 
 
Approved: ....………….…......………………...…….…..….. (Town Mayor) 
 
 
Meeting date: .…....................13 October 2020…….............(Council) 
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Appendix 1: BT Consultation  
 
Locations and details of phone kiosks proposed for removal. 

 
Telephone Number Address Postcode Average calls per 

month 

01933625204 PCO PCO1 THE SQUARE RAUNDS WELLINGBOROUGH 
 

 
  

NN9  6HP 12 

01933461018 PCO KIOSK 625416 WELLINGTON ROAD RAUNDS WELLINGBOROUGH 
 
 
 

 
  

NN9  6DL 1 

 
 

 

 

Appendix 2: Accessibility Statement 
 

We want as many people as possible to be able to use this website. For example, that means 
you should be able to: 
 

• change colours, contrast levels and fonts 

• zoom in up to 300% without the text spilling off the screen 

• navigate most of the website using just a keyboard 

• navigate most of the website using speech recognition software 

• listen to most of the website using a screen reader (including the most recent 
versions of JAWS, NVDA and VoiceOver) 

 
We've also made the website text as simple as possible to understand. 
 
AbilityNet has advice on making your device easier to use if you have a disability. 
 
How accessible this website is 
 
Some parts of this website may not be fully accessible: 
 

• some PDF documents may not be fully accessible to screen reader software 

• some video and audio streams may not have captions 

• some text and links may have poor colour contrast 

• maps may be difficult to navigate using screen reader software 
 
How to request content in an accessible format 
 
If you need information in a different format, contact us and tell us: 
 

https://mcmw.abilitynet.org.uk/
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• the web address (URL) of the content 

• your name and email address 

• the format you need, for example, audio CD, braille, BSL or large print, accessible 
PDF 

 
Reporting accessibility problems with this website 
 
We're always looking to improve the accessibility of this website. If you find any problems not 
listed on this page or think we're not meeting accessibility requirements, contact us using the 
details at the bottom of this website. 
 
Enforcement procedure 
The Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) is responsible for enforcing the Public 
Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) (No. 2) Accessibility Regulations 2018 (the 
'accessibility regulations'). If you're not happy with how we respond to your 
complaint, contact the Equality Advisory and Support Service (EASS). 
 
Technical information about this website’s accessibility 
This council is committed to making its website accessible, in accordance with the Public 
Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) (No. 2) Accessibility Regulations 2018. 
This website is partially compliant with the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines version 
2.1 AA standard, due to the non-compliances and exemptions listed below. 
 
Non-accessible content 
The content that is not accessible is outlined below. 
Non-compliance with the accessibility regulations 
We may have some scanned PDF documents on our website e.g. our Annual Governance 
and Accountability Returns (AGARs). Scanned PDF documents do not comply with the 
Accessibility Regulations 2018 but these documents can be provided in an alternative format 
or on alternative media, on request. 
 
Disproportionate burden 
 
Not applicable. 
 
Content that’s not within the scope of the accessibility regulations 3rd party products 
 

• We use Google maps. These may not be accessible to some people. We will always 
provide the information by alternative means on request 

• Social media share bars may not meet the required colour contrast levels 
 
We do not plan to add captions to live video streams because live video is exempt from 
meeting the accessibility regulations. 
 
The accessibility regulations do not require us to fix PDFs or other documents published 
before 23 September 2018 if they're not essential to providing our services. 
 
Preparation of this accessibility statement 
 
This statement was prepared on 1st September 2020. It was last reviewed on 1st September 
2020. 
 
We used the methodology described in "Website Accessibility Requirements" produced 
by NALC. This website was tested using the Microsoft Accessibility Insights for Web tool 
recommend in that publication. 
 
This website was last tested on 1st September 2020. The test was carried out by 2commune 
Limited and Raunds Town Council 

 

 

https://www.equalityadvisoryservice.com/
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/
https://accessibilityinsights.io/
https://www.2commune.com/
https://www.2commune.com/
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Appendix 3: LOCAL CONSULTATION: ANPR CAMERA EXPANSION 
LOCATION: B663 Raunds (A45) 

 
Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) is an important tool that enhances our 
ability to detect, deter, and disrupt criminality at local, regional, and national level. 
More information about ANPR and how this technology is used by the police can be 
found on the attached factsheet, and here: 
 
 www.npcc.police.uk/Freedomoflnformation/ANPR.aspx. 
 
In December 2019, Northamptonshire Police published a public survey regarding our 
use of ANPR. The responses showed broad support for police use of ANPR as a 
whole; more specifically that there is a clear public understanding that ANPR benefits 
communities by catching criminals, disrupting organised crime and keeping the roads 
safe. The vast majority of respondents supported an increase in the deployment of 
ANPR. 
 
As a result, we have decided to expand our ANPR network, and analysis has 
identified a number of sites across the county in which we would most benefit from 
being able to monitor number plate data. One of these sites is in your area, and as a 
local stakeholder we would welcome your views on us installing a camera here. 
The full details of the proposed location can be found on the attached page. Please 
review these and should you wish to comment please do so before 16 September 
2020 by way of email to ANPR@northants.pnn.police.uk. 

 
Appendix 4 
 

Summary:  
A report on Twinning  

Attachments 
None 

1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background 
 
It has long been understood by Raunds Town Council that Raunds, along with Higham Ferrers, is 
jointly twinned with Hachenburg, Germany. Indeed, as members are aware, the twinning 
association is formally known as the Higham Ferrers/Raunds-Hachenburg Twinning Association. 
The exact date this association began seems to be a grey area, however, press reports dating 
back over 10 years refer to the Higham-Raunds-Hachenburg Twinning Association. 
 
Raunds has always hugely valued the friendship with Hachenburg and previous Mayors have 
always spoken of the very warm welcome they receive when visiting Hachenburg. 
 
Furthermore, this view that both Raunds and Higham Ferrers are twinned with Hachenburg 
appears to be shared by Hachenburg. This was evident in a speech made by the Mayor of 
Hachenburg at a civic reception during a twinning visit in July 2019. 
  
However, in August 2019 Higham Ferrers Town Council wrote to Raunds Town Council disputing 
the joint twinned status and asking that signage in Raunds stating that Raunds is “Twinned with 
Hachenburg” be removed  (extract below)  

 
“The Town Council (Higham TC) is dissatisfied with what Raunds Town Council have done, 
which shows a lack of respect for Higham Ferrers Town Council. The treaty is with Higham 
Ferrers and there are members from other villages and town associated with the twinning 
group, which do not claim to be formally twinned with Hachenburg. As Higham Ferrers Town 
Council have never been approached by yourselves to ask to be jointly twinned they request 
that the signs be taken down”. 

 
Raunds Town Council considered this matter at an extraordinary council meeting in August 2019 
and it was agreed that the then Mayor, Cllr Richard Levell, should write to Hachenburg Twinning 
Association and seek clarity and their understanding on the matter.  
 
Hachenburg Twinning Association responded positively saying that they were arranging a meeting 
with Hachenburg Town Council and that they would be back in touch shortly, the meeting was 
delayed on several occasions and took place in late 2019. 

http://www.npcc.police.uk/Freedomoflnformation/ANPR.aspx
mailto:ANPR@northants.pnn.police.uk
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4.0 
 
 

 
In early 2020 Raunds Town Council were advised that  Hachenburg Town Council would be 
writing to Higham Ferrers Town Council to try and resolve the matter. Raunds Town Council did 
not have sight of the letter between the two parties. 
 
Raunds Town Council heard nothing further for several months until a letter was received from 
Higham Ferrers Town Council in July 2020. 
  
The letter from Higham Ferrers Town Council states:  

The Council (Higham) have recently received a letter from the Burgermeister of Hachenburg 
which informed the Council that they had received a letter from the Mayor of Raunds 
requesting that Raunds be included on a formal partnership arrangement This letter was 
discussed at the recent Town Council meeting  

 
Unfortunately, there may have been some confusion in translation as Raunds Town Council has 
never directly approached the Burgermeister of Hachenburg. 
 
The letter from Higham Town Council goes on to state that: 
 

Higham Ferrers do not agree to Raunds being jointly named in the twinning arrangement but 
would support Raunds being known as Friends of the Higham Ferrers-Hachenburg Twinning 
Association. 

 
Raunds Town Council must therefore consider their next steps in relation to the twinning 
arrangements. 
 
Recommendation 
That the Town Council agree a response to the letter from Higham Ferrers. 
The Town Council should consider: 

a)  if they want to be known as a “Friends of the Higham Ferrers-Hachenburg Twinning 
Association” 

b)  whether it may be more appropriate to simply withdraw from the agreement. 
 

 
 
Appendix 5: Library Working Party Meeting - 24th August 2020 

 
Present: Cllr S Hughes, Cllr R Levell, Cllr D Hughes, Cllr H Howell, Cllr L Wilkes, Cllr O 
Curtis. Also Present: Kate Houlihan Town Clerk 
 
Background 
 
In October 2017 Northamptonshire County Council launched a consultation on the future of 
library provision in the county. This was against the backdrop of an urgent requirement for the 
county council to make very significant budget savings in the 2018/19 year. 
The proposals for libraries were highly controversial and have since been through many 
iterations. NCC have had to adapt their proposals following public consultation, legal 
challenge, and a change of chief executive. This has resulted in extended delays in the 
process.  
 
The situation in Raunds 
In January 2018 Raunds Town Council included a sum of £40,000 for library provision in the 
2018/19 budget. At the time it was proposed that the town council would purchase the library 
building, which was then valued at £175,000. It was anticipated that the library would be run 
by a voluntary group in some form. 
 
As the matter progressed a group of volunteers formed themselves into Raunds Community 
Library Trust, (RCLT) a registered charity, chaired by Mr Peter Wathen. The group plan to run 
the library with financial support from Raunds Town Council. 
 
Following several revised proposals from NCC, the library building was re-valued in February 
2019 and offered for sale at £320,000. Despite negotiating with NCC the town council were 
unable to obtain any discount against the proposed purchase price, and so in consideration of 
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the requirement to obtain best value the town council asked NCC to provide the town council 
with a lease option. 
 
The heads of terms for the lease were received in October 2019, and between October 2019 
and February 2020 the town council actively negotiated the terms of the lease. The town 
council wanted to ensure that the library operator (RCLT) would not be restricted in the type 
of fund raising and promotional activity that could take place in the building, which the original 
lease substantially curtailed. These negotiations were largely successful and NCC made a 
number of amendments to the lease. 
 
In tandem with the negotiations with NCC, discussions were continued with RCLT regarding 
the ongoing financial support that the library would need from the town council. 
 
In early 2020 the town council carried out the Vision for Raunds II consultation, the results of 
which showed the library was being used less than had been anticipated.   
 
In March 2020, the coronavirus pandemic reached the UK and all libraries closed and 
remained closed until July 2020. All negotiations were paused during this time due to the 
pandemic. 
 
Whilst some libraries have begun to re-open the services offered are extremely restricted. 
NCC have told both RTC and RCLT that they do not intend to re-open Raunds Library. The 
library will only re-open at such time as it moves across to being a community managed 
library. 
 
Working Party Meeting August 2020 
 
At their meeting, in August 2020 the working party considered how Covid was impacting 
current and future plans for library provision in Raunds. 
 
The Clerk provided members with a report outlining the progress of community managed 
libraries across the county. The picture was extremely varied by district. Some smaller 
libraries had transferred to community groups, but many are still outstanding. Some 
communities had paused the process to re-evaluate the effect that Covid has had on the 
process, or at least delay any transfer until 2021. 
 
Members discussed the matter at length and the following observations were made: 
 

• Covid had caused a fundamental change to what was being proposed. 

• It was impossible to know when library services could fully return to “normal” 

• It was impossible to evaluate whether the extended closure of the library and move to 

on-line services would lead to a permanent shift in library user’s behaviour. 

• It was impossible to know if the winter months would see a second spike in Covid 

cases and further lockdowns. 

• The town council need to consider if it is good value for Raunds to take on the lease 

and property costs for a building that may have to remain unoccupied for a number of 

months. 

• The lengthy closure of the building may have led to unforeseen maintenance issues 

that would need to be addressed. 

• Some services traditionally provided at the library are essential and need to be 

provided to residents in some form e.g. community access computers for residents to 

complete job applications / benefit claims/ blue badges and bus passes. 

• The working party would like to support RCLT in the provision of a click and collect 

service. 

• The working party recognise the importance of children’s services and remain 

committed to funding these in an appropriate setting as soon as they can. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The working party recommends to the Full Council that: 
 

e) The Town Council remains fully committed to the delivery of children’s and library 

services in Raunds. 
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f) Due to Covid19, negotiations around the lease and transfer of the library building are 

paused for 6 months, so that the matter can be considered when a sustained 

relaxation in Covid restrictions can be demonstrated. This is to try and ensure that 

Raunds does not pay the lease cost of a building that cannot be occupied. 

g) Raunds Town Council supports the remote delivery of some services in the interim 

period, this will include, but is not limited to: 

 

i. Provision of public access computers at the Town Hall (possibly  supported by 

RCLT) 

ii. Promotion of the Click and Collect Service 

iii. Support RCLT to deliver a click and collect service in the community. (this 

would require support from RCLT, NCC and Rushden Library, or other NCC 

managed library, to manage this process as RCLT would need to access books 

from another library and arrangements would need to be made for how 

residents access the service.) 

iv. Supporting residents in applications for Blue Badges and Bus Passes (this 

would require support from NCC) 

 

h) Raunds Town Council communicates their plans to every household via a leaflet  

  
 


