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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Minutes: 13 October 2020 Time 7.30pm. 

 
NB: The meeting was held via Zoom video link. Details of the meeting and a link enabling 
members of the public to join the meeting were published on the Town Council website. 
The meeting was held in compliance with Regulation 5 (2) of the Local Authorities and 
Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime 
Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 

 

PRESENT:  

Cllr S Hughes (Chair), Cllr R Beattie, Cllr O Curtis, Cllr K Harrison, Cllr H Howell, 

Cllr D Hughes, Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr R Tyman and Cllr L Wilkes  

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Miss Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk, Minutes 

 
304.20 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr J Duff 
 
RESOLVED to note the apology 

 
305.20 Notification of requests from members of the public to address the 

meeting in compliance with adopted protocol. 
 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
306.20 Notification of members questions in compliance with the council’s 

standing orders. 
 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
307.20 Declarations of Interest. 

COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A DISCLOSABLE 
PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM THEN THEY 
SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST AND LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM 

 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
308.20 Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held 8 

September 2020  
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 September 
2020 be confirmed as a true record 
 

309.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Environment Leisure 
and Committee meeting held on 17 September 2020 
 
Cllr Wilkes presented the minutes (forming the report) of the 
Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 17 September 
2020. 
 
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations 
duly considered.  
 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/minutes-full-council-2020-09-08-draft.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/4-minutes-elr-september-2020-09-17-draft.pdf
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RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 17 
September 2020 be agreed.  
 

310.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Events Committee 
meeting held on 29 September 2020  
 
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Events 
Committee meeting held on 29 September 2020 which were received, 
and the resolutions and recommendations duly considered. 
 
Cllr Howell noted that it was sad to see so many events cancelled in 
2020. The Christmas Lights would be switched on and would be 
improved again this year. The Events Committee were continuing to 
look for ways to mark important occasions in an appropriate manner. 

 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Events Committee meeting held on 29 September 2020 be agreed. 
 

311.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Planning Committee 
meeting held on 1 October 2020 
 
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning 
Committee meeting held on 1 October 2020 which were received, and 
the resolutions and recommendations duly considered. 

 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Planning Committee meeting held on 1 October 2020 be agreed. 
 

312.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Personnel Committee 
meeting held on 6th October 2020 
 
Cllr Tirebuck presented the minutes (forming the report) of the 
Personnel Committee meeting held on 6 October 2020 which were 
received, and the resolutions and recommendations duly considered. 

 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Personnel Committee meeting held on 6 October 2020 be agreed 
 

313.20 District Councillors Report 
 

Cllr Howell as Chairman of East Northamptonshire Council explained 
that she was launching “Community Champion awards” The awards 
would celebrate community spirit across Northamptonshire and would 
be especially meaningful given the current situation. 
 
• Young Person (up to 7 years of age) 
• Young Person (7 – 16 years of age) 
• Bravery 
• Helping in the Community 
• Good Neighbour 
• Stronger Together 
• Volunteer 
• Voluntary Group 
• Community Organiser 
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• Business/Organisation 
 

Nominations would be open until 31 December 2020. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report. 
 

314.20 County Councillors Report 
 

Cllr D Hughes reported that the Council had met on the 17th September, 
the response to Covid and the transition to unitary authority continued to 
be the focus of the council’s work. 
 
He was however pleased to note that adult social care was going well 
within the county and the move to the children’s trust was underway. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report 
 

315.20 Unitary Report: To note matters relating to local government reform in 
Northamptonshire. 
 
Members who also represent Raunds on the shadow authority reported 
on the transition: 
 
It was noted that shadow authority was running in a cabinet/executive 
style, so most decisions were made by that body. 
 
The transition was very complex, and it was sometimes difficult to get all 
the information needed. For example, the blue print on how the council 
would work was very detailed and was difficult to follow. 
 
Members were involved in a number of task and finish groups and were 
involved in the appointment of various senior officers. 
 
The deputy leader of the shadow authority had resigned and Cllr Jason 
Smithers of NCC and cabinet member for Highways had been 
appointed. 
 
The shadow authority was working towards harmonising council tax 
across the districts. A consultation was due to begin shortly on the Local 
Council Tax Support Scheme. This would be extremely difficult as very 
difficult levels of support were offered to households on low incomes 
across the district, for example households in Corby on a low income 
were offered 91.5% support, but in Kettering this was 55%, meaning 
significant differences in the amount each household currently pay and 
this needed to be brought into line. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report. 
 

316.20 Mayor’s Report:  
 

The Mayor Cllr Sylvia Hughes noted that during the previous month she 
had:  
 

• Attended commemorations to mark Battle of Britain day in Raunds. 

• Attended the September Saturday market 
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• Attended the retirement of Mrs Jackie Coduri, who was retiring after 
11 years’ service at Saxon Hall. 

• Planned for future podcasts 

• And would be supporting a Christmas Toy appeal with FSL, family 
support link, her chosen charity. 
 

RESOLVED to note the report 
 

317.20 Payment Lists: To receive the payment lists  
 
Members reviewed the payment lists as shown below and the clerk 
answered members questions thereon. 

 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/payment-lists-august-2020.pdf
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It was agreed that the clerk would clarify the payments for the Lloyds 

card following the meeting. 

RESOLVED to note the payment lists 

318.20 Coronavirus- action taken by Raunds Town Council: To receive an 
update on actions being taken by Raunds Town Council in the light of 
Coronavirus and to consider any further actions required.  
 
The clerk updated members generally on the weekly Covid surveillance 
report for Northamptonshire, case numbers were rising rapidly across 
the county and had doubled from the previous week. Cases in East 
Northamptonshire were rising particularly quickly. 
 
The Town Council was continuing it’s package of support for 
businesses, including offering businesses the opportunity to advertise 
on the digital noticeboards, free listings on the council website and the 
forthcoming launch of the Raunds app, which would offer businesses 
free listings and promotion opportunities and a new means to 
communicate with all residents. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report 
 

319.20 Saxon Hall: To receive a report on the refurbishment of Saxon Hall.   
 
Members reviewed the report of the clerk as shown in Appendix 1. Work 
had commenced on 21st September and the demolition stage was well 
underway. 
 
The Financial summary and site performance programme were noted. 
Work was due to be completed by the 23rd January 2021. 
 
The working group would finalise the design of the kitchens and the 
internal decoration for the building.  
 
It was noted that the planning application for the external works was still 
awaiting approval. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report. 
 

320.20 Winter Maintenance Contract: To approve the winter maintenance 
contract  
 
Members reviewed the winter maintenance contract as shown in 
Appendix 2. 
 
Cllr D Hughes noted that the grass at Elizabeth Court on Brick Kiln 
Road was not being cut, the clerk would investigate, although this would 
be the responsibility of the private landowner. 
 
Following discussion, it was…. 
 
RESOLVED to approve the winter maintenance contract. 

 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/documents.html?query=full+council&tag=&sort=latest&submit=Search#item-1355124
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321.20 Northants CALC AGM: To receive a report on the Northants CALC 
AGM.  
 
Members reviewed the report of the clerk as shown in Appendix 3 and 
following discussion it was… 
 
RESOLVED that:  
 
a) The council recognises the importance of the Health and 

Wellbeing agenda 
b) The council becomes actively involved in local health structures, 

e.g. health forums. 
c) The council notes that the council considers bringing together 

all the work they are already doing into a Health and Wellbeing 
strategy 

d) The council meets with the social prescriber for the local area to 
see what links can be made 

 
322.20 Pancreatic Cancer Day: To consider correspondence from a resident 

asking the Town Council to mark Pancreatic Cancer Day 
 
Members reviewed the information as shown in Appendix 4 from a 
resident regarding Pancreatic Cancer day, all agreed it was important to 
support such events. 
 
RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council support the event and light 
the Town Hall in purple on pancreatic cancer day. And, the Town 
council will support St Peter’s Church if they are able to be 
involved. 
 

323.20 Planning Matters: 
 
a) Local Plan Part additional sites consultation: To consider a 

consultation to include additional development sites in Rushden in 
the district wide area plan. 
 

Members reviewed the information as shown in Appendix 5 and it was… 
 
RESOLVED to note the information. 

 
b) Planning for the Future – Government White Paper to consider a 

consultation on the government’s plans to reform the planning 
system  
 

Members reviewed the report of the clerk as shown in Appendix 6, it 
was noted that ENC had also submitted a response to the consultation 
opposing the planned changes to the planning system. 
 
Following discussion, it was… 
 
RESOLVED to respond to the consultation as outlined in the 
clerk’s report and that it be delegated to the clerk to answer the 
consultation in full.  

 

https://www.northantscalc.com/uploads/2020-ncalc-agm-invitation.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/pancreatic-cancer-day-2020.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/local-plan-part-2.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907647/MHCLG-Planning-Consultation.pdf
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324.20 The press and public will be excluded from the following agenda item 
due to the confidential nature of the business under the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
 
Personnel Committee: To consider the confidential report of the 
Personnel Committee held on 6th October 2020 
 
a) To approve the job description and person specification for the post 

of facilities manager. 
 

RESOLVED that the job description and person specification be 
approved and that the post be advertised from the 14th October 
2020 to 31st October 2020. The post will be advertised as widely as 
possible via the council website, indeed, local job centres and 
other online platforms. 

 
b) To review the organisational objectives template for 2020-21 

 
Members briefly reviewed the organisation objectives for 2020-21 and it 
was agreed that these would be discussed in more detail at future 
meetings. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report. 

 
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 21:18 
 
 
Approved: ....………….…......………………...…….…..….. (Town Mayor) 
 
 
Meeting date: .…....................10th November 2020 ….............(Council) 
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Appendix 1 – Saxon Hall Refurbishment 
 

 

Summary:  
A report on Saxon Hall Refurbishment 

Attachments 
Financial Summary / Schedule of work 

1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background 
 
Work on the refurbishment of Saxon Hall began on the 21st September. The schedule of work and 
a financial statement are attached to this report.   
The work is currently being delivered within budget and on time. 
The current phase of work is demolition and a couple of photos are shown below. 
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From pHp Architects: 
 
 

 
EXTENSION and REFURNISHMENT to SAXON HALL, RAUNDS 

Date 01/10/2020 

 
Summary Contract Totals  

Contractors Prelims 41,905.00   

Demolisions & Alterations 15,178.70  

New Entrance and Office 45,962.75  

General Refurbishments 160,115.42  

Mechanical & Electrical Works 73,443.00  

External Works 28,781.34  

 sub total 365,386.21 

Provisional Sums  Comment Add Omit 

Commercial Kitchen 40,000.00  supply 26,762.00 40,000.00 

   install 2,500.00  

Survey and repair work to Stone Arch 2,500.00     

Steel Arch Evelyn Walk 2,000.00     

Signage Board to Brook Street 1,500.00     

Additional External Works 2,500.00     

 sub total 48,500.00    

Contingency   Add Omit 
sub total 25,000.00   25,000.00 

Architects Instructions  Comment Add Omit 

Revised vinyl 
wood effect 

floor 

  saving  

 
TBA 
£7,287.50 

1,940.40 

Reviised ceiling 
specification 

 saving 1,851.00 

AI No1 
Plastering to 
Brick Faced 
Walls 

  
Add 

TBA 

Contractors O&P   

10% 32,348.12   

TOTAL CONTRACT SUM 471,234.33  

   

 

 
 
 

under/overspend 

-39,529.40 
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Appendix 2 ground Maintenance Contract 
 

Contract for Grounds Maintenance and Associated Services 

 

   

Raunds Sites   

 Week Commencing 2nd November 2020 - Week Ending 1st March 2021 (18 weeks)   

            

 Description   Quantity Unit   Rate   Frequency £         p 

 Site No. RA01   Amos Lawrence Playing Field, Stanwick Rd, Raunds 

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  792  lm  0.6  1  475.20 

 

4.3.3 (Stanwick 
Rd) R.Hedges  296  lm  0.70  1  207.20 

 

4.3.3 (adj 17 
Francis Terr) R.Hedges  18   lm   0.60   1   10.80 

 9 (Basketball) 
Hard 
Surface 83.1  m²  0.005  18  7.48 

 

9 (Carpark x 5 
sum, x 3 win) 

Hard 
Surface 994  m²  0.005  54  268.38 

 9 skatepark 
Hard 
Surface 578      0  0.00 

 

9 (1m Strip-
Perimeter of 
Hedge) Litter 1226  m²  0.005  18  110.34 

 9 Litter Bins 3  nr  2.50  18  135.00 

 Site No. RA01A   Andrews Way, Raunds    

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  32  lm  0.70  1  22.40 

 Site No. RA02   Bassfords Recreation Ground, Marshalls Rd, Raunds 

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  98  lm  0.50  1  49.00 

 9 Litter (w/s) 16243  m²  0.01  18  1,461.87 

 

9.1 x 3(mon, wed, 
fri) 

Litter (play 
area) 1004  m²  0.01  54  271.08 

 9 
Litterbin 
(play area) 2    2.50  18  90.00 

 Site No. RA02A   The Delves/London Road, Raunds 

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  16  lm  0.70  1  11.20 

 Site No. RA03   Saxon Hall & Hall Grounds, Brook St, Raunds  

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  146  lm  0.70  1  102.20 

 9 (w/s) x 1 (mon) Litter 4,183  m²  0.005  18  376.47 

 9 (play area) Litter Bin 1  no.  2.50  18  45.00 

 Site No. RA04   Cenotaph, Memorial Gardens, Raunds 

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  48  lm  0.6  1  28.80 

 9 (w/s) x 1 (mon) Litter 
2,50

4  m²  0.005  18  225.36 

 9 Leaffall 1  no.  100.00  1  100.00 

 Site No. RA05   Churchyard, Raunds   

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 
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 Site No. RA06   London Road Cemetery, Raunds 

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  199  lm  0.70  1  139.30 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  82  lm  0.60  1  49.20 

 9 Litter Bins 4  nr  2.50  18  180.00 

 Site No. RA06A   Dog Park, Rear of London Road Cemetery 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  106  lm  1.40  1  148.40 

 Site No. RA07   Windmill Avenue/Windmill Grove, Raunds 

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 Site No. RA08   The Square/Marshalls Road, Raunds 

 Site No. RA09   Manor Road Junction, Raunds  

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 Site No. RA10   Whittam Close, Raunds   

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 Site No. RA11   Heritage Way, Raunds   

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 Site No. RA12   Vacant Site     

 Site No. RA13   Brick Kiln Road/Nene Close Footpath, Raunds 

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 Site No. RA14   Nene Close/McInnes Way, Raunds 

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 Site No. RA15   De Ferneus Drive, Raunds   

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 9 (w/s)  Litter 
4,16

1  m²  0.005  8  166.44 

 Site No. RA16   De Ferneus Drive/Rotten Row, Raunds 

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 Site No. RA17   Harvey Close, Raunds   

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 Site No. RA17A   Spinney Street, Raunds   

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 9 (w/s) Litter 
4,31

0  m²  0.005  18  387.90 

 

9 Litterpick 3x per 
week 

Hard 
Surface 158  m²  0.005  54  42.66 

 Site No. RA18   Millfield, Off Windmill Lane, Raunds 

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 9 Litter Bins 1  nr  2.50  18  45.00 

  Site No. RA19   Welbourne Close Hedge, Raunds 

     (End of Cul-de-Sac, part of Millfield) 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  32  lm  0.50  1  16.00 

 Site No. RA20   Windmill Lane to Millfield Footpath, Raunds 

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  127  lm  0.500  1  63.50 

 Site No. RA21   Blind Lane Footpath, Raunds  

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 



231 

 

 

 Site No. RA22   Perry Lane, Raunds   

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

  Site No. RA23   Vacant Site     

 Site No. RA24   Webb Road, Raunds   

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  30  lm  0.70  1  21.00 

 9 (w/s) Litter 893  m²  

0.00
5  18  80.37 

 

9 (play area 
only) Hard Surface 196  m²  

0.00
5  18  17.64 

 9 Litter Bins 1  nr  2.50  18  45.00 

 Site No RA25   County Verges, Raunds   

 No Winter Work           

 Site No RA26   Link Footpaths, Raunds   

 No Winter Work           

 Site No. RA27   Pocket Park, Raunds   

 No Winter Work           

 Site No. RA28   Chamberlain Way, Raunds   

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  30  lm  0.60  1  18.00 

 Site No. RA29   

Titty Ho, 
Raunds     

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 Site No. RA30   The Saddlers Play Area, Raunds 

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

 4.3.3 R.Hedges  50  lm  0.60  1  30.00 

 

9 (play area 
only, weekly) Litter 310  m²  

0.00
5  18  27.90 

 9 Litter Bins 2  nr  2.50  18  90.00 

 Site No. RA31   Marshalls Road Car Park, Raunds 

 9 (w/s, weekly) Litter 722  m²  

0.00
5  18  64.98 

 Site No. RA32   Sheffield Court, Raunds   

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

  RA33   

Lee Way, 

Raunds     

 2.1.15 Winter edging included in grass cutting rates  1  0.00 

            

         Total  5,631.07 

                 

  Authorised Officer     Date   

  

On Behalf of Raunds Town 
Council       

            

  Authorised Officer for E.N.C.   Date   
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Appendix 3 – NcALC AGM 
 
 
 

Summary:  
A report on NcALC AGM  

Attachments 
None 

1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.0 
 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background 
 
The Clerk and Mayor attended the 2020 NcALC AGM on Saturday 4th March. 
All papers for the meeting, including presentations from the guest speakers can be found at 
https://www.northantscalc.com/agm.html 
 
Obviously, the meeting was held virtually and was well attended with over 120 delegates. 
 
The theme of the AGM was Health and Wellbeing. Presentations were given by Lucy Wightman 
Director of Public Health for Northamptonshire and Mary Jane Brown from Moulton Parish Council. 
 
Presentations at NcALC AGM 
 
Lucy Wightman: Director of Public Health NCC focused on: 

• The move to unitary authorities and how this will affect the current structures  within public 
health. 

• Health inequalities and how a range of factors affect public health. 

• Health in all Policies -An approach to ensure that all polices from local authorities consider 
public health implications. 

“To make sure that our towns, villages, communities and economy are all having a 
positive impact on health and wellbeing, and not limiting residents’ ability to thrive, 
we can employ and approach known as “Health in all Policies”. 

 
Mary-Jane Brown Moulton Parish Council 
 
Mary-Jane explained her role as “community connector” for Moulton Parish Council. Her role 
involves –  

• Supporting new community groups 

• Providing health and wellbeing information to residents 

• Promoting Moulton Parish Council’s “Health and Wellbeing Strategy”  

• Promoting and supporting volunteers and volunteer groups e.g. community transport 

• Community information events 

• Social Prescribing - Social Prescribing -social prescribing is defined as  a way of helping 
people to manage their own mental and physical health and aims to reduce pressure on 
the NHS. Social prescribing is one of the national priorities outlined in the NHS Long Term 
Plan. Each primary care trust in Northamptonshire has a social prescriber. However 
Moulton Parish Council is the only local council to employ someone directly to cover this 
role. 

 
What Raunds Town Council is already doing 
 
The Raunds Town Council business plan includes the following section: 
 
To work in partnership with others to improve the health, education, and wellbeing of its 
residents  
a. Actively participate in JAG group by appointing a representative and attending at least 75% of 
JAG meetings  
b. Actively participate in the Speed watch campaign through promoting volunteers. c. Support local 
policing  
d. Works with our partners to reduce ASB and the perception of ASB particularly in young people.  
e. To work with adult social care providers to promote high quality care and adult services and to 
tackle social isolation within Raunds.  
f. The Town Council will promote healthy life choices.  
g. The Town Council will lobby for good public transport links for Raunds. 
 

https://www.northantscalc.com/agm.html
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4.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In addition, the work the council has done on social isolation, including care packs, film afternoons 
and coffee afternoons, the work with first free fitness and many other pieces of work all sit within 
the Health and Wellbeing agenda. 
 
Following the meeting the Clerk and Mayor felt this information should be presented to council to 
consider, with Health and Wellbeing becoming increasingly important, particularly in the current 
climate. 
 

Recommendations 
e) That the council recognises the importance of the Health and Wellbeing agenda 
f) That the council becomes actively involved in local health structures, e.g. health forums. 
g) That the council notes that the council considers bringing together all the work they are 

already doing into a Health and Wellbeing strategy 
h) That the council meets with the social prescriber for the local area to see what links can be 

made. 

 
 
 
Appendix 4 – Pancreatic Cancer Day 
 

-----Original Message----- Sent: 18 September 2020 13:44  
To: Info Subject: Pancreatic Cancer Day 
 
 I am making enquiries to see if you would agree to support Pancreatic Cancer Day by 
lighting up your buildings with Purple lights on Nov.21st. We have lived in Raunds since 
1972 & on Nov 21st last year my husband was diagnosed with Pancreatic Cancer.  
 
Unfortunately, it was a late diagnosis & after 3 cycles of Chemo in the spring nothing could 
be done. He passed away at home on July 14th. I support Pancreatic Cancer Action which 
hopes to increase the chances of better survival rates by early diagnosis, but the date is 
significant to all Pancreatic charities.  
 
Many towns & cities go Purple & I am hoping it is something that can happen in Raunds 
please. I will be asking the Churches if they can also go Purple........  
 
From Pancreatic Cancer UK - Purple Lights for pancreatic cancer Taking place on World 
Pancreatic Cancer Day - 19th November – Purple Lights for pancreatic cancer involves 
lighting up your own home or contacting a prominent landmark in your local area to light up 
purple so as to put a spotlight on a disease that deserves more recognition. The act of 
lighting up a home or focal point in a village, town or city is a way to remember loved ones 
who have sadly died of pancreatic cancer and to acknowledge those living with or beyond 
the disease. It might not be possible to light up landmarks this year, so we are encouraging 
you to focus on lighting up your home purple. We’ve collated lots of creative ideas of how to 
do this over on our dedicated website. 
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  Appendix 5 – Local Plan & Government White Paper 
 

Dear Consultee 

Work is currently being undertaken to produce a new district wide Local Plan Part 
2.  Preparation of this Plan started in January 2017. Further details are set out in the Local 
Plan pages on the ENC website. 

This Plan is required to deliver housing to meet the Government’s targets in the Growth 
Town of Rushden by 2031. Previous consultations regarding a site known as Rushden 
Lakes West (RLW) adjacent to the Rushden Lakes retail and leisure development (450 
dwellings plus employment and other uses) and the draft Rushden East Masterplan 
Framework Document (MFD) were undertaken during February/ March 2020. 

Significant objections arose through the previous (February/ March 2020) consultations; 
e.g. from Natural England (NE) and the Local Wildlife Trust (LWT) in respect of the 
potential impact of residential and related development on the Upper Nene Gravel Pits 
Special Protection Area (SPA).  These objections have entailed a need for further 
consultations before we are in a position to submit the Local Plan Part 2 to the Secretary of 
State for independent examination, in order to overcome these concerns. 

Accordingly, we are now consulting residents and statutory consultees about the 
following: 

A potential alternative to RLW, to ensure delivery of the 450 dwellings required:  

 

Land to the east of the A6 Bypass, Bedford Road, south east of Rushden 

The council has undertaken an assessment of alternative viable sites in response to the 
objections from NE and the LWT regarding RLW.  Careful consideration was given to 
each of the alternative sites and it is considered that Land to the east of the A6 Bypass, 
Bedford Road, could be an appropriate alternative viable site allocation to the RLW site. 

This site (also known as the “southern” option), together with the assessment of sites, 
was approved for consultation by the Planning Policy Committee on 21st September 2020 
(Item 8). 

  

Inclusion of the Masterplan Framework Document (MFD) for the Rushden East SUE to the 
Local Plan Part 2 

 

Rushden East SUE 

An additional policy is proposed for inclusion within the Local Plan Part 2, to define the 
physical extent of the Rushden East SUE and allow for the MFD to be appropriately 
included within the Local Plan.  Policy 33 of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core 
Strategy (JCS) 2011-2031 (Local Plan Part 1) establishes the principle of development at 
Rushden East and sets overarching requirements for this.  The Local Plan Part 2 and 
MFD will provide the necessary additional policy detail to ensure that the SUE is a 
genuinely sustainable development. 

  

In line with Regulation 35 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012, the two additional proposals are subject to a six-weeks consultation, 
closing at 4pm on Monday, 16th November 2020. 

Details about the consultation are available on the Council’s website at: 

www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/consultations 

  
The preferred method of response is through Smart Survey. 

  
 
 

https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/localplan2
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/localplan2
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/RushdenSUEDraftMasterplan
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/1089/planning_policy_committee
http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/publications/adopted-north-northamptonshire-joint-core-strategy-2011-2031/
http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/publications/adopted-north-northamptonshire-joint-core-strategy-2011-2031/
http://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/consultations
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/adsites1020/
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Other questions regarding this consultation should be addressed to planningpolicy@east-
northamptonshire.gov.uk.  If you would like to speak to a member of the Planning Policy 
Team please supply a daytime telephone number. 

  
NOTE Regarding the Rushden East MFD, this consultation will build on the previous 
February/ March 2020 consultation and concerns its proposed inclusion as part of 
the Local Plan Part 2.  However, any further detailed comments regarding the MFD 
document itself will also be considered. 
  
 Yours faithfully  
  
Paul Bland 

Head of Planning Services 

 
Raunds Town Council Planning Workshop - 9th October 2020 – 3pm 
 
Present: Cllr Sylvia Hughes, Cllr Helen Howell, Cllr Dudley Hughes 
 
Also, Present: Kate Houlihan- Town Clerk, Joanne Coduri-Assistant to the Clerk 
 
The purpose of the workshop was to review the governments white paper, “planning for the 
future” and to prepare a response to the consultation. If the Full Council supports the draft 
response from the working party then this will be submitted to MHCLG. 
 
The working group reviewed both the government white paper and the Executive Summary 
produced by the Northamptonshire Association of Local Councils. 
 
Background: 
 
Planning Law in the UK is underpinned by the Town and Country Planning Act 1974. These 
new proposals entirely overwrite the current planning system.  
The proposals seek to simplify the planning process, the whitepaper describes the current 
planning system as being too complex and proposes that reform is needed to: 
 

• Increase housebuilding to 300,000 homes per annum 

• To simplify and speed up plan making, reducing the time it takes to adopt a local plan 

from an average of 84 months to a maximum of 30 months. 

• To speed up decision making on planning decisions 

• To give greater importance to design and master planning 

• To simplify planning gain, with a new nationally set levy replacing S106 agreements and 

Community Infrastructure Levy. 

 Key Points of Most Interest to Parish & Town Councils (taken from the NcALC 
Executive summary) 
 
1) All land will be allocated to one of three types (or zones) in the Local Plan:  

 

a. Growth - land identified for substantial development (could be new settlements, 

urban extensions or areas for redevelopment). Automatically granted outline 

planning permission upon adoption of the Local Plan.  

b. Renewal - land within existing built up areas for small scale development (could be 

infill development or development in town centres or rural areas). A statutory 

presumption in favour of development granted for specific, suitable uses in these 

areas as well as permitted development for certain building types and uses. 

c. Protected – areas of environmental or cultural character for more stringent 

development controls, such as Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), 

Conservation Areas, Local Wildlife Sites, areas of flood risk or important green 

spaces and including countryside. A planning application required for development in 

these areas. Parish and town councils will want to ensure that land in their area is 

correctly allocated in the Local Plan. 

mailto:planningpolicy@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk
mailto:planningpolicy@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907647/MHCLG-Planning-Consultation.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907647/MHCLG-Planning-Consultation.pdf
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2) Local Plans should be a third of the size they are and should take a maximum of thirty 
months to produce (average currently is 84 months) 

3)  Binding housing targets, or housing “requirements” will be set nationally. Local Plans will 
need to allocate sufficient land for the housing requirement. The requirement to maintain 
a five-year land supply is removed. 

4) The new Local Plans will include design codes and building standards and should 
reference local design codes within neighbourhood plans. A new national Model Design 
Code will be published. There is a stronger emphasis generally on neighbourhood 
plans.  

5) The proposed system is plan-led and will include a fast-track planning approval process 
for sites which accord with local design codes and masterplans. Design and master 
planning will be given greater importance,  

6) Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) will be replaced with a single 
Infrastructure Levy to charge a nationally set rate based on a fixed proportion of the 
development’s final value above a threshold. It is proposed to retain the “neighbourhood 
share”, i.e. the 15% share to parishes (or 25% share where there is a neighbourhood 
plan). 

 
General Comments 
 
Whilst the working group considered the some of the proposals within the white paper had 
merit such as simplifying planning gain, generally the working group were opposed to the 
proposals and upheld comments that had already been made by East Northamptonshire 
Council.  
 
The working group felt that a number of the opening statements (see below) in the white 
paper were not in keeping with members own experiences of the planning system, 
particularly those members who were also current/former members of the planning 
management committee at East Northamptonshire Council.  
 
“Planning decisions are discretionary rather than rules-based: nearly all decisions to grant 
consent are undertaken on a case-by-case basis, rather than determined by clear rules for 
what can and cannot be done.” 
 
“It (the planning system) has lost public trust with, for example, a recent poll finding that 
only seven per cent trusted their local council to make decisions about large scale 
development that will be good for their local area”. 
 
Members of the working group felt their experience of the planning system was in fact the 
opposite of this with local councils being constrained by planning rules rather than the 
council making poor decisions. 
 
Members also expressed concern that the move towards more digital engagement would 
leave some sections of the community unable to respond to consultations.  
 
If these proposals are adopted the point of engagement for local councils and the public will 
need to shift from commenting on individual planning applications to helping develop a 
sound Local Plan, through engaging with the Local Planning Authority’s consultations, 
and/or by bringing forward neighbourhood plans. This is a major change and communities, 
and town/parish councils will need support and training to work in this way. 
 
The working group did however accept that the process for negotiating developer 
contributions (s106 contributions) is complex and unclear. And therefore, a move to a more 
transparent system with clearer outcomes for town and parish councils was welcomed.  
 
Consultation Questions –  
 
The working group then considered the key questions within the consultation document. 
 
Q2(a). Do you get involved with planning decisions in your local area? [Yes / No]  
 
Raunds Town Council ensures that they respond to all consultations on planning policy and 
individual planning applications. 
 

https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/news/article/1153/east_northamptonshire_council_formally_objects_to_mchlg_planning_system_changes
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/news/article/1153/east_northamptonshire_council_formally_objects_to_mchlg_planning_system_changes


237 

 

Q4. What are your top three priorities for planning in your local area? (the consultation 
gives a list of options) 
 

• Building homes for young people / building homes for the homeless 

• Protection of green spaces  

• The environment, biodiversity and action on climate change / Increasing the affordability 

of housing  

• The design of new homes and places  

• Supporting the high street / Supporting the local economy  

• More or better local infrastructure / Protection of existing heritage buildings or areas  

• Other – please specify] 

Maintain the local community spirit by having controlled development that fits with the 
theme of community cohesion for the town 

 
Q5. Do you agree that Local Plans should be simplified in line with our proposals? 
[Yes / No / Not sure. Please provide supporting statement 
 
The proposals reduce local democracy, with the principle of planning permission given at 
the time land is designated into either the growth or renewal category rather than at the 
application stage. The process would become over simplified and lead to loss of local 
identity. 
 
Q8. Do you agree that a standard method for establishing housing requirements 
(that takes into account constraints) should be introduced? [Yes / No / Not sure. 
Please provide supporting statement.]  
 
NO. The working group agreed with the comments made by East Northamptonshire 
Council that if this method were used it would lead to a doubling of the housing 
requirements for the district from 420 dwellings pa to 821. 
 
Q9(a). Do you agree that there should be automatic outline permission for areas for 
substantial development (Growth areas) with faster routes for detailed consent? [Yes 
/ No / Not sure. Please provide supporting statement.] 
 
NO – The suggestion is undemocratic, local people need to have their voices heard on 
individual planning applications as they affect them, not just on the general principle of 
development. 
 
Q9 b Do you agree with our proposals above for the consent arrangements for 
Renewal and Protected areas? [Yes / No / Not sure. Please provide supporting 
statement.] 
 
NO-the same comments apply as for question 9a 
 
Q13. (a) Do you agree that Neighbourhood Plans should be retained in the reformed 
planning system? 
 
Yes, in fact if these reforms were implemented as proposed it would be even more 
important that local areas have Neighbourhood Plans and that more weight is given to 
them. The Neighbourhood Plan may be the only really local opportunity people have to 
engage with the system.  
Town and Parish Council need access to funding and high-quality expert support to ensure 
that their plans are robust. All too often local people prepare neighbourhood plans only to 
find large sections of the plan fall at the inspection stage. 
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Q13 (b) How can the neighbourhood planning process be developed to meet our 
objectives, such as in the use of digital tools and reflecting community preferences 
about design? 
 
As above Town and Parish Council need access to funding and high-quality expert support 
to ensure that their plans are robust. Significant time and effort will be needed to ensure 
that town/parish councils have the skills and tools required to be involved in the digital 
process. This will be a massive shift for many local councils and will take time so leaving 
communities unable to develop neighbourhood plans unless adequate support is put in 
place. 
 
It is worth noting that only 1,000 communities have developed Neighbourhood Plans 
because they are so difficult to produce and so little support is available. 
 
Q16. Sustainability is at the heart of our proposals. What is your priority for 
sustainability in your area?  
 
More green and open spaces. The current Covid pandemic has taught us the importance of 
access to good quality open spaces close to our homes. Where possible homes should 
have good sized gardens. Or in the case of flats access to adequate communal open 
spaces. 
 
Q21. When new development happens in your area, what is your priority for what 
comes with it? 
 
The most important element is that the infrastructure is in place to support the 
development. The infrastructure needed will vary for each community each area has it own 
needs and will vary depending on demographics and whether there is a transient 
population.  
  
Q22. (a) Should the Government replace the Community Infrastructure Levy and 
Section 106 planning obligations with a new consolidated Infrastructure Levy, which 
is charged as a fixed proportion of development value above a set threshold?  
 
Yes, the working group supports this proposal and believes that Town and Parish Councils 
should be supported on this matter. 
 
Q22. (b) Should the Infrastructure Levy rates be set nationally at a single rate, set 
nationally at an area-specific rate, or set locally?  
 
The rate set should be standard for transparency 
(Not discussed but perhaps there should be a base rate nationally, but that a premium is 
paid if certain areas meet specific criteria e.g. area has been identified as lacking in 
adequate healthcare??) 
 
Q22. (c) Should the Infrastructure Levy aim to capture the same amount of value 
overall, or more value, to support greater investment in infrastructure, affordable 
housing and local communities?  
 
The Infrastructure Levy should apply to all new development, Town/Parish Councils should 
always be able to access this funding and be made of aware that the funding is available. 
 
Q24. (a) Do you agree that we should aim to secure at least the same amount of 
affordable housing under the Infrastructure Levy, and as much on-site affordable 
provision, as at present? 
 
The amount of affordable housing should be based on local need, but affordable housing 
should always be tenure blind and the same standard as other properties. 

 
 


