
279 

 

RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Minutes: 10 November 2020 Time 7.30pm. 

 
NB: The meeting was held via Zoom video link. Details of the meeting and a link enabling 
members of the public to join the meeting were published on the Town Council website. 
The meeting was held in compliance with Regulation 5 (2) of the Local Authorities and 
Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and 
Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 

 

PRESENT:  

Cllr S Hughes (Chair), Cllr R Beattie, Cllr O Curtis, Cllr K Harrison, Cllr H Howell, 

Cllr D Hughes, Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr R Tyman and Cllr L Wilkes  

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Miss Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk, Minutes 

Miss Joanne Coduri, Assistant to the Clerk 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

1 member of the public 

4 representatives of Vistry Homes 

 
Prior to opening the meeting, the mayor noted the resignation of 
Cllr Duff and thanked him for all his hard work and Chairmanship 
of the Planning Committee.  

 
371.20 Apologies for absence 

Cllr Beattie had sent apologies but would join the meeting as soon as 
she was able to. 
 
RESOLVED to note that Cllr Beattie would join the meeting 
shortly. 

 
372.20 Notification of requests from members of the public to address 

the meeting in compliance with adopted protocol. 
 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
373.20 Notification of members questions in compliance with the 

council’s standing orders. 
 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
374.20 Declarations of Interest. 

COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A DISCLOSABLE 
PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM THEN THEY 
SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST AND LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM 

 
NONE RECEIVED 

 
375.20 Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held 13 

October 2020 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 October 
2020 be confirmed as a true record 
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376.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Environment Leisure 
and Committee meeting held on 20 October 2020 
 
Cllr Wilkes presented the minutes (forming the report) of the 
Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 20 October 
2020. 
 
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations 
duly considered.  
 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions 
(including the appointment of contractors to improve the Saddlers 
play area) of the Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee 
held on 20 October 2020 be agreed.  
 

377.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Events Committee 
meeting held on 27 October 2020  
 
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Events 
Committee meeting held on 27 October 2020 which were received, and 
the resolutions and recommendations duly considered. 
 
Cllr Howell noted that the Remembrance Sunday commemorations had 
gone very well and thanked all those involved.  
 
Cllr Howell also thanked all those who had entered the Halloween 
fancy dress competition. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Events Committee meeting held on 27 October 2020 be agreed 
 

378.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Planning Committee 
meeting held on 29 October 2020  
 
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning 
Committee meeting held on 29 October 2020 which were received, and 
the resolutions and recommendations duly considered. 

 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Planning Committee meeting held on 29 October 2020 be agreed. 
 

379.20 Committee report: To receive the report of the Finance and Policy 
Committee meeting held on 3 November 2020 
 
Cllr Levell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Finance 
and Policy Committee meeting held on 3 November 2020 which were 
received, and the resolutions and recommendations duly considered. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the 
Finance and Policy Committee meeting held on 3 November 2020 
be agreed. 
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380.20 District Councillors Report 
Cllr Howell as Chairman of East Northamptonshire thanked the Raunds 
Round-Up for promoting the East Northamptonshire Champions 
awards. 
 

 RESOLVED to note the report 
 

381.20 County Councillors Report 
Cllr D Hughes noted that much of NCC’s work remained focused on the 
Covid response. He commented that he felt NCC had done a good job 
managing the actions needed.  
 
It was further noted that NCC had agreed to provide free meals to 
children in need during the school holidays prior to the government’s 
announcement. 
 
The Unitary transition also, of course was taking up a great deal of 
time. 
 
On a positive note he noted that Highways had invested in new 
equipment to improve pothole repairs. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report 
 

382.20 Unitary Report: To note matters relating to local government reform in 
Northamptonshire. 
 
Members of the shadow authority updated the council on the transition 
to Unitary. 
 
It was noted that anyone could view the meetings of the Shadow 
Authority and Executive and details could be found at 
https://futurenorthantsnorth.org/ Members were advised to follow the 
information on the website for the latest information on the unitary 
authority. 
 
It was also noted that a number of appointments had been made in the 
senior management team as detailed below: 
 
• Cathi Hadley (Shared Director of Children’s Services and Statutory 

DCS - joint with West Northamptonshire Council) 
• Lisa Hyde (Director of Transformation) 
• Janice Gotts (Director of Finance and Statutory Section 151 Officer) 
• David Watts (Director of Adult Social Service and Statutory DASS 

officer) 
• Adele Wylie (Director of Legal and Democratic Services and 

Statutory Monitoring Officer) 
 
RESOLVED to note the report 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://futurenorthantsnorth.org/
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383.20 Mayor’s Report:  
Cllr S Hughes gave her report as Mayor: 
 
Halloween –The Mayor had enjoyed judging the children’s fancy dress 
competition and she hoped the gallery online had brought a smile to 
people. 
 
Remembrance Sunday: In spite of the restrictions in place and the 
limited numbers who were able to attend, this had been very 
successful. The Mayor thanked Emma Williams, assistant to the clerk 
for the excellent work she had done in producing a podcast of the 
event. 
 
The Mayor had continued her series of podcasts with a podcast with 
Family Support Link, her charity for the year who were highlighting their 
Christmas toy appeal. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report. 
 

384.20 Payment Lists: To receive the payment lists 
 
Members reviewed the payment lists as shown below and it was… 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/payment-lists-august-2020.pdf
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RESOLVED to note the payment lists. 
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385.20 Coronavirus- action taken by Raunds Town Council:  
 
a. To receive an update on actions being taken by Raunds Town 

Council in the light of Coronavirus and to consider any further 
actions required. 
 

The Clerk advised that due to the current national restrictions in place, 
the office was once again closed to the public, although the public can 
still contact the office via phone, email or social media. 
 
The outdoor gym was closed due to the national restrictions and 
weddings booked in the Town Hall had had to be cancelled. 
 
The Town Council were working with ENC to share information about 
the support available to local businesses. The council were also 
developing a “Town App” to promote local businesses and share local 
information.  

 
b. To consider participating in a 2021 Your Town fun run, in 

conjunction with ENC  
 

Members considered the report of the Clerk as shown in Appendix 1, 
along with a proposal from the “Your Town” organisation.  
 
Following discussion, it was felt that the town should participate as this 
would help bring residents from the new estates into the town and 
support businesses. 
 
The Clerk advised that the run may take place later in 2021 if Covid 
restrictions were still in place in March. 
 
RESOLVED to take part in the 2021 “Your Town” fun runs, subject 
to confirmation of the final details. 
 

386.20 Saxon Hall: To receive a report on the refurbishment of Saxon Hall.  
 
Members reviewed the report of the Clerk and the financial statement 
as shown in Appendix 2.  
 
The Clerk noted that further savings may be realised as the project 
moved forward. 
 
Members were pleased with the work to date and looked forward to 
being able to re-open Saxon Hall  
 
RESOLVED to note the report. 
 

387.20 Cycle Parking Raunds Town Centre: To note the forthcoming 
installation of cycle parking in Raunds.  
 
Members reviewed the information as shown in Appendix 3. It was 
agreed that the cycle racks were welcomed in the town.  
 
The locations were approved, with the location on the Square being to 
the left of the planters and not along West Street. 
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RESOLVED to note the information and approve the locations. 
 

388.20 Planning Matters: 
 
a. To receive information from Vistry Homes regarding the proposed 

development of Land off Chelveston Road, Raunds.  
 
The Mayor welcomed representatives of Vistry Homes to the meeting, 
who presented their plans for 145 new homes off Chelveston Road 
Raunds. (Appendix 4) 
 
Vistry Homes also drew members attention to the forthcoming public 
consultation on the plans. 
 
Following discussion, it was… 
 
RESOLVED to note the proposal and the proposed public 
consultation. 
 
b. East Northamptonshire Electric Vehicle Parking Places TRO - 

P1857: Windmill Lane, Raunds  
 
It was noted that the Town Council had not objected to the proposal for 
an electric car charging point in Windmill Lane, however on reviewing 
the information as shown in Appendix 5 it was… 

 
RESOLVED that The Town Council would only comment that the 
proposed location appears to be very close to the junction with 
Whittam Close, in addition whilst there is not a dropped kerb the 
owners of 1 Ellison Close do access the rear of their property 
from this location.  

 
389.20 Personnel Matters 

the press and public will be excluded from the following agenda item 
due to the confidential nature of the business under the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960  
 
a) To receive an update on the recruitment of the Facilities Manager 

 
Cllr Tirebuck as Chairman of the Personnel Committee updated 
members on the recruitment of the facilities manager. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report 
 
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 21:22 
 
 
Approved: ....………….…......………………...…….…..….. (Town Mayor) 
 
 
Meeting date: .…....................8 December 2020 ….............(Council) 
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Appendix 1: Your Town Fun Run 
 

Summary:  
A report on the Your Town Fun Runs 

Attachments 
Proposal documents 

1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background 
 
As part of the Covid response ENC are proposing that each of the five Towns holds a fun run in 
2021. These would be a 5k runs through the town, the idea would be to hold the run through the 
Town Centre to promote footfall.  
 
ENC will fund the “Your Town” organisation to do the background work (see attached proposal) but 
each town would need to secure £2,500 of sponsorship. ENC will assist in talking to businesses 
about sponsorship. 
 
Please see below the link to the YourTown NN10 video – the event that took place in March 2019 
across Rushden and Higham Ferrers. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MxAAh-LF64&feature=emb_title  
 
Recommendation 
To consider the proposal. 

 

 
Appendix 2: Saxon Hall Refurbishment 

 
Summary:  
A report on Saxon Hall Refurbishment 

Attachments 
Financial Summary 

1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background 
 
Work on the refurbishment of Saxon Hall is continuing.  
 
Following the commencement of the works it was found that the insulation in the building was 
insufficient for the building to pass building control. This has now been rectified. Whilst there was 
an additional cost as shown in the financial statement, this will in fact save money in the future by 
reducing heating bills and increasing the energy efficiency of the building. 
 
Since the last update the working party has finalised the designs of the commercial and community 
kitchens and worked with the architect on schemes for the toilets and confirmed various design 
details such as the acoustic partitions. 
 
The work is currently being delivered within budget. There is a short delay on the manufacture of 
the windows, which is due to manufacturing delays caused by Covid, however this will not have a 
significant impact on the final delivery of the project. 
 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MxAAh-LF64&feature=emb_title
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Appendix 3: Cycle Parking Raunds Town Centre  
   
Our engineer has visited Raunds to assess the suitability of sites for the cycle parking and as 
a result we are proposing installing the following: 
  

• 2 stands in your preferred location on the corner of West Street and The Square in 
one of the two orientations shown below.  There is unfortunately not enough room to 
install all 5 originally proposed at this location.   

  
 

• 2 stands outside Lloyds Pharmacy, roughly as shown below:  

 
  

• And 2 stands along Brook Street, installed lengthways to the road, as per the image 
below:  

 
  
The range of sites will give the added benefit of giving people differing options for locations for 
securing bikes nearer to their destination. 
  
Please let me know your thoughts and whether you wish for us to proceed with all or some of 
the sites proposed. 
  
Many thanks, 
Access Development Officer (Walking and Cycling) 
Travel Choices, Economy and Strategy, Northamptonshire County Council 
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Appendix 4: Presentation from Vistry Homes  
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Appendix 5: Electric Vehicle Charging Bays 
 
As required under the Local Authorities' Traffic Orders (Procedure) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 1996, I am writing to inform you about a proposal to implement a new Traffic 
Regulation Order(TRO) for Electric Vehicle Recharging Places in various locations within East 
Northamptonshire.  
 
As part of the County Councils ULEV Strategy and Action Plan it is intended to introduce 
electric vehicle charging bays to enable electric vehicle users to have access to unobstructed 
charging facilities reserved for the use of electric vehicles only. Part of the Council’s aim to 
have a phased introduction of up to 100 on-street electric vehicle charging points across the 
County as part of the Virgin Park and Charge 2 project funded through Innovate UK. 
 
I have attached plans giving further information about the proposed changes and a copy of 
the Notice of Intention.  
Councillors/Town Clerks – please note that not all proposals fall within your ward boundaries. 
 
Therefore if you have any comments or objections regarding a proposal in your area, please 
email me (up to the 4th November as I am leaving Northamptonshire Highways) and then 
my colleague Pomie Gill by the 18th November 2020. If she does not hear from you by this 
date, we will assume you have no objections to the proposals being implemented and the 
TRO process being completed.  
 
If you have any questions in relation the attached proposal plans, please do not hesitate to 
contact me (up until the 4th November as I will be leaving Northamptonshire Highways) or 
Pomie Gill.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Vicki Neville, Principal Parking & TRO Officer 
Northamptonshire Highways  

 

 
 


