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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Minutes: 8 December 2020 Time 7.30pm.
NB: The meeting was held via Zoom video link. Details of the meeting and a link enabling
members of the public to join the meeting were published on the Town Council website.
The meeting was held in compliance with Regulation 5 (2) of the Local Authorities and
Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and
Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020

PRESENT:
Cllr S Hughes (Chair), Cllr R Beattie, Cllr O Curtis, Cllr H Howell, Cllr D Hughes,
Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr R Tyman and Cllr R Levell
IN ATTENDANCE
Miss Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk, Minutes
Miss Joanne Coduri, Assistant to the Clerk
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE
1 member of the public
2 representatives of Gells of Raunds
438.20

Apologies for absence
Cllr K Harrison, Cllr L Wilkes (joined item 456.20)

439.20

Notification of requests from members of the public to address
the meeting in compliance with adopted protocol.
None Received

440.20

Notification of members questions in compliance with the
council’s standing orders.
None Received

441.20

Declarations of Interest.
COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A DISCLOSABLE
PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM THEN THEY
SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST AND LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM

None Received
442.20

Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held 10
November 2020
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 November
2020 be confirmed as a true record

443.20

Committee report: To receive the report of the Environment Leisure
and Committee meeting held on 17 November 2020
Cllr Curtis presented the minutes (forming the report) of the
Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 17 November
2020.
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The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations
duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Environment Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 17
November 2020 be agreed
444.20

Committee report: To receive the report of the Personnel Committee
meeting held on 24 November 2020
Cllr Tirebuck presented the minutes (forming the report) of the
Personnel Committee meeting held on 24 November 2020 which were
received, and the resolutions and recommendations duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Personnel Committee meeting held on 24 November 2020 be
agreed.

445.20

Committee report: To receive the report of the Events Committee
meeting held on 24 November 2020
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Events
Committee meeting held on 24 November 2020 which were received,
and the resolutions and recommendations duly considered.
Cllr Howell noted that it had been a challenging year for the events
committee with many events having to been cancelled. However, the
committee had done as much as they could in the circumstances.
Cllr Howell particularly thanked the staff, councillors and contractors
and everyone involved in the Christmas Lights for all their work.
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Events Committee meeting held on 24 November 2020 be agreed

446.20

Committee report: To receive the report of the Planning Committee
meeting held on 26 November 2020
Cllr Howell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning
Committee meeting held on 26 November 2020 which were received,
and the resolutions and recommendations duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Planning Committee meeting held on 26 November 2020 be
agreed.

447.20

Committee report: To receive the report of the Finance and Policy
Committee meeting held on 1 December 2020
Cllr Levell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Finance
and Policy Committee meeting held on 1 December 2020 which were
received, and the resolutions and recommendations duly considered.
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RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Finance and Policy Committee meeting held on 1 December 2020
be agreed.
448.20

District Councillors Report
None received

449.20

County Councillors Report
Councillor D Hughes reported that the County Council are progressing
well with Health & Safety and Wellbeing Policies being decided. Adult
Social Care Centres have been located throughout the county.
RESOLVED to note the report

450.20

Unitary Report: To note matters relating to local government reform in
Northamptonshire.
The logo for the new North Northamptonshire authority had been
agreed, it was noted that the logo had been designed by an officer at
ENC.
It was noted that enquiries had been made into the Chains of Office for
the Chairman of East Northamptonshire Council becoming the Chains
for the Chairman of the new unitary authority.
A new monitoring officer had been appointed for North
Northamptonshire, members of the shadow authority had raised
concerns regarding the new constitution and the new monitoring officer
would review this.
Cllr Howell urged all of those with an interest in the new authority to
keep up to up to date via the future Northants website.
RESOLVED to note the report

451.20

Mayor’s Report:
The Mayor reported that it had been a quiet month due to the ongoing
Coronavirus pandemic.
The Mayor spoke about her Toy Appeal for Family Support Link and
thanked the Raunds Round-up for their support in advertising the
appeal.
Cllr S Hughes had turned on the Christmas lights and said that the
Christmas lights switch on had been “lovely but lonely” as restrictions
had meant no public were able to be present.
Finally, the Mayor reminded everyone that a virtual event for
International Women’s Day would take place on 8th March 2021.
RESOLVED to note the report
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452.20

Payment Lists: To receive the payment lists
Members reviewed the payment lists and the clerk answered members
questions thereon
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RESOLVED to note the payment lists
453.20

Coronavirus- action taken by Raunds Town Council: To receive a
verbal update on actions being taken by Raunds Town Council in the
light of Coronavirus and to consider any further actions required.
The clerk noted that coronavirus continued to impact all services and
that office staff continued to be partly home based.
Following the end of the second lockdown, the council offices had reopened to the public for all enquiries.
RESOLVED to note the report

454.20

Grant Application: To receive a grant application from the Mughal
Dynasty to the shop front grant scheme.
Members reviewed the grant application from the Mughal Dynasty and
were happy to award a grant of £500.
RESOLVED that the Mughal Dynasty be awarded a grant of £500

455.20

Saxon Hall: To receive a report on the refurbishment of Saxon Hall.
Members reviewed the report of the clerk as shown in Appendix 1 and
it was noted that once complete the refurbished Saxon Hall would be a
great asset to the town.
Members had reviewed the work which was looking very good.
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The inclusion of insulation, replacement windows and guttering would
future proof the work, ensure that the building was energy efficient and
compliant with current regulations.
Members noted that the air conditioning would be appreciated by a
huge number of users.
Much of the work being undertaken was being paid for through s106
funds (money that developers have to pay to improve community
facilities) As such the work was specified in legal agreements and had
to be undertaken.
The link between Evelyn Walk and Saxon Hall was being improved.
A number of trees on the site that were affecting the foundations of the
building had had to be removed.
Following discussion, it was…
RESOLVED to note the report.
456.20

External Audit: To receive the report of the External Auditor and to
note that there are no matters raised.
Members reviewed the report of the external auditor as shown in
Appendix 2. It was noted that the auditor had no issues to raise and
that the councils accounts and governance were in line with proper
practices.
The Clerk and Chairman of the Finance and Policy committee were
thanked for their diligence and it was…
RESOLVED to note the report.

457.20

Planning Matters:
a) Gells of Raunds – To consider proposals for the possible future
development of the site of Gells of Raunds (note owners of the
business and their planning consultant will be in attendance)
One of the business owners of Gells and their planning representative
joined the meeting. Richard Colson of CC Town planning gave a short
presentation as shown in Appendix 3.
The owners of Gells intended to close the business and the site would
be redeveloped as a residential site. The following points were noted:
•

It is an extensive site.

•

The development would comprise 6-10 houses

•

Gells were aware of the sensitivity of the Church and Memorial
gardens.
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•

A feasibility study would be needed.

•

Ideally access would be moved to centre of site – all parties were
aware that the entrance is on a dangerous bend.

•

The church had been approached to see if vehicle access was
possible from the rear of the site, via church view.

•

The land was unlikely to be contaminated because of the petrol
pumps but a survey would be done.

Richard Colson thanked members for their time and said that they
would like to attend a future meeting as proposals were developed.
RESOLVED to note the information.
b) 20/00960/FUL | Erection of four employment units (Use Class
B1(c)/B2/B8) with ancillary offices, including new vehicular and
pedestrian access, HGV and car parking, internal access roads,
servicing, external lighting, landscaping, infrastructure and
associated works | West End Land North Of Brick Kiln Road
Raunds Northamptonshire
Members noted that ENC proposed that this application would be
presented to the planning management committee on 16th December
2020. It was agreed that it was disappointing that this was going to be
considered so close to the Christmas break.
Following discussion, it was…
RESOLVED that Cllr Howell would speak on behalf of the Town
Council at the meeting and that the Clerk would ensure all
members of the planning management committee had copies of
the town council’s objections.
c) Public Consultation on the Draft North Northamptonshire
Housing Allocation Scheme: To consider a response to the
consultation on draft proposals for how the new North
Northamptonshire Council (NNC) will allocate social housing from
April 2021.
RESOLVED that the Clerk and Chairman of the Planning
Committee will prepare a response
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458.20

Other Matters:
The press and public will be excluded from the following agenda item
due to the confidential nature of the business under the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960
To receive an update following the publication of an article in a local
magazine.
Members were updated with actions to date and a response was
agreed.
RESOLVED to note the update
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 21:30
Approved: ....………….…......………………...…….…..….. (Town Mayor)
Meeting date: .…....................12 January 2020 ….............(Council)
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Appendix 1: Saxon Hall Refurbishment
Summary:
A report on Saxon Hall Refurbishment
Attachments
Financial Summary
1.0
Background
Work on the refurbishment of Saxon Hall is continuing.
Since the last update the work has moved forward substantially. External works are underway, the
building of the new entrance area has commenced and both the commercial and community
kitchens are being installed.
The work is currently being delivered within budget. There is a short delay on the manufacture of
the windows, which is due to manufacturing delays caused by Covid, however this will not have a
significant impact on the final delivery of the project.

The updated financial summary is attached to this report.
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Appendix 2: External Auditors Report
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Appendix 3: Gells of Raunds
Site Plan:

Memorial Gardens view:

35 High Street:
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Location/Potential Access via Church Street:

