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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
9th November 2021 Time 7.30pm 

 
PRESENT:  

Cllr S Hughes (Chair), Cllr R Beattie, Cllr D Hughes, Cllr R Levell, Cllr H Howell, Cllr L 

Wilkes, Cllr O Curtis, Cllr M Levell. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr Steve Beech, Clerk (Minutes) 

Mr Simon Smart, Operations Manager 

 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Billie Callard, Service Six 

Phil Grace, Raunds Round Up 

 

363.21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Cllr T Swailes, Cllr K Harrison, Cllr B Cross. 
 

RESOLVED to note the apologies. 

 

364.21 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Notification of requests from members of the public to address the meeting in 
compliance with adopted protocol. 
 
None received. 
 

365.21 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS 

Notification of members questions in compliance with the Council’s standing 
orders. 
 
None received. 
 

366.21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A DISCLOSABLE 
PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY ITEM THEN THEY SHOULD 
DECLARE THE INTEREST AND LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM 
 

Cllr D Hughes is a Trustee of Service Six. 
 

THE MAYOR MOVED TO BRING ITEM 373.21 FORWARD 
 

367.21 Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held 12 October 
2021 

 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 12 October 
2021 be confirmed as a true record. 
 

368.21 Committee Report: To receive the report of the Events Committee held 
on 19 October 2021 
 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/agenda-full-council-2021-10-12.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/agenda-events-committee-a-2021-10-19.pdf
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Cllr M Levell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Events 
Committee held on 19 October 2021 which were received. 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Events Committee held on 19 October 
2021 be confirmed as a true record and to thank all those involved in the 
War Memorial Centenary Event. 
 

369.21 Committee Report: To receive the report of the Finance and Policy 
Committee held on 26 October 2021 
 
Cllr R Levell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Finance and 
Policy Committee held on 26 October 2021 which were received. 
 
After some discussion, it was: 

 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Finance and Policy Committee held on 
26 October 2021 be confirmed as a true record. 
 

370.21 Committee Report: To receive the report of the Planning Committee 
held on 28 October 2021 
 
Cllr Beattie presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning 
Committee meeting held on 28 October 2021 which were received. 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 28 
October 2021 be confirmed as a true record. 
 

371.21 Mayor’s Report: To receive the Mayor’s report. 
 

October has been a busy month. Together with my consort and the deputy Mayor Cllr 
Magdalena Levell and her consort we planned to attend two civic services Whittlesey 
and West Northants. At the last moment, the West Northants civic service was 
postponed but hopefully this will be back in the calendar for later this year.  
The newly appointed Lord-Lieutenant James Sanders Watson held a Celebration of 
Northamptonshire at All saints Church. It was the first time that the choir had been able 
to sing since the Covid restrictions began. The music was exquisite and sung from the 
balcony for safety reasons the main door was left open for the same reason which 
made it cold but worth it to hear part of the Messiah. The Northamptonshire Council 
part of the service was represented by Councillors from all around the county and the 
business community was represented by the Cordwainers and the Leather Sellers 
representing the long-standing relationship with the leather industry here in 
Northamptonshire. 
We attended 2 evening civic events I think confidence is returning to the chain gang. 
And it is with great pride that I can report that wherever we go even though there has 
been a considerable time lapse between these civic events. We are always asked to 
send good wishes to Cllr Richard and Cllr Magdalena Levell and there is always praise 
for the outstanding service they delivered as Mayor and Consort on our behalf.  
The Clerk, Cllr Richard Levell and I attended the first Forum held by NNC for Town 
and Parish Councils. 42 parish members attended and with one Councillor, David 
Howes the team of Officers outlined their plans for the future. Although we are six 

https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/agenda-fp-october-2021-approved.pdf
https://www.raunds-tc.gov.uk/uploads/planning-agenda-2021-10-28-approved.pdf
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months into the new term some of the plans were for the future. Bearing in mind that 
a fair criticism of NNC is that it was too officer led we were surprised that none of the 
current Cabinet members were present or even mentioned in the presentations. It is 
early days, and it is vital that we see more Town and Parish Councils attending putting 
forward our questions and seeking for a better understanding during these vitally 
important weeks and months.  
The main highlight of the month was the Events Committee Children’s Halloween Party 
held in Saxon Hall. It was the most delightful event. We had over a hundred children 
all dressed in an amazing variety of Halloween Costumes, everything from, the 
invisible man to Dracula, there was of course a fancy-dress competition. The hall was 
dazzling with decorations creating a great atmosphere of excitement. The magician 
entertained an enthusiastic and excited audience; I think he did a brilliant job. The 
team from RTC delivered I think about 145 individual party meals which were efficiently 
handed out to all the children and consumed with great enthusiasm. Overall, it was a 
high point of the season and leads on to the Christmas Light Switch on.  
Sunday we attended the Cricket club fireworks evening. Don’t know the figure but it 
was very well attended, and the display was great. With the Christmas light switch on 
Sunday 28th November, I know Nicola on behalf of the Events committee has emailed 
asking for volunteers. So please let her know if you haven’t already.  
Friday 28th January was a date we published for the Burns Night so please check that 
it is in your diary.  
This Thursday at 10.50 we will be meeting outside the Town Hall to mark 11th 
November. Please come and join us. Sunday 14th will be the Raunds Town 
Remembrance parade we will be meeting at 2.20 here outside the Town Hall. And 
finally, we welcome Nikki and Jane to the RTC support team. 

 
RESOLVED to note the report. 

 
372.21 Unitary Councillors Report: To receive reports from Unitary 

Councillors.  
 
Cllr R Levell reported on the success of the Olympian/Paralympian event held 
in Corby and congratulated Cllr Howell on organising such an excellent, well-
attended event: that progress had been made on some legacy East 
Northamptonshire audit issues and that the Borough of Wellingborough’s final 
had been accounts; advised that batteries should not be included in general 
waste due to the risk of fire upon crushing. 
 
Cllr Howell Spoke regarding the Town Forum held by NNC stating that portfolio 
holders may be invited to the forum upon the request of parish councils; that the 
next executive meeting on 13th November had a full agenda; that Chester House 
was now up and running; commented on the success of Corby fireworks and 
Olympic events. 
 
Cllr Wilkes followed up on the theme of waste collection advising of recent 
success in catching fly-tippers. 
 
RESOLVED that the reports be noted. 

373.21 Service Six: To receive a verbal report from Billie Callard of Service Six. 
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The Mayor thanked Billie for her excellent presentation and for the work carried 
out so far. After a discussion and a question-and-answer session, it was: 
 
RESOLVED: The Clerk will write to Service Six: 
 
a) Confirming the two known hotspots for anti-social behaviour. 
b) Seek their recommendations as to how best the Council could 

communicate with the local youth. 
c) Request that during the remainder of the contract they also spend time 

at the ‘Den’ at Manor School. 
d) Cllr Howell requests to see the three quotes and Service Six contract. 
 

374.21 Payments Lists: To note the payments lists. 
 
Members reviewed the payments lists as per appendix 1. 
 
RESOLVED to: 
 
a) Note the payments lists for July, August, and September 2021. 
 

375.21 Grant Application: To consider a grant application received from 1st 
Raunds Scouts group. 
 
After a discussion, it was: 
 
RESOLVED to award a grant of £250 being 50% of the costs notified in 
accordance with the Grant Awarding Policy. 
 

376.21 Tree Survey: To appoint a contractor to undertake the Tree Survey. 
 
After reviewing four quotes it was: 
 
RESOLVED to appoint MPL Tree Consultancy to undertake the tree survey 
at a cost of £925. 
 

377.21 Sports Holiday Club Proposal: To consider a proposal from Finding 
Fitness to host a free holiday club subject to lottery funding. 
 
After a discussion it was: RESOLVED to: 
 
a) Request that Fitness First provide support to complete a lottery funding 

application to proceed with the programme. 
b) Request that the Clerk seek clarification from Fitness First that 

equipment purchased through lottery funding remains the property of 
Raunds Town Council. 

 
378.21 Queen’s Green Canopy: To receive a report on County and Local plans 

for the Queen’s Green canopy from Simon Smart, Operations Manager. 
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Simon presented his report (shown as appendix 2) having attended a virtual 
meeting regarding The Queens Canopy – Plant a Tree for the Jubilee. 
 
After a discussion it was RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the Operations Manager research the cost of purchasing two oak 

trees and report back to Full Council. 
b) Promote and encourage the public and local organisations to 

participate by registering the planting of their own tree in the public 
register. 

 
379.21 Bleed Control Kit: To consider the purchase of Bleed Control Kits at a 

cost of £425 each following receipt of information from Northants Police. Bleed 
Kits are generally kept near defibrillators. 
 
Additional research indicates that to purchase a bleed kit without the secure box 
is approximately £80. After a discussion it was: 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the clerk will contact East Northants First Responders for advice 

on the appropriateness of keeping a bleed kit within an existing 
defibrillator secure box and whether they would maintain it. 

b) To purchase one bleed kit without the secure box.  
 
 

380.21 Special Motion: This Council rescinds the Resolution made by the 
Environment, Leisure and Recreation Committee held on 23rd September 2021 
to consider restarting the coffee and film afternoons in the New Year (272.21). 
 
RESOLVED that resolution 272.21 be rescinded. 

 
381.21 Coffee Mornings and Film Afternoons: To consider the resumption of 

Coffee Mornings and Film Afternoons. 
 

After a discussion it was RESOLVED to resume Film Afternoons with 
immediate effect. 
 
NOTE: There was no discussion whether to resume Coffee Mornings. 

  
382.21 The press and public will be excluded from the following agenda 

item due to the confidential nature of the business under the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

 
Meeting threshold met. 
 
RESOLVED: to extend the meeting until business was complete. 

 
383.21 Saxon Hall Refurbishment Contract: To receive an update and 

consider further action. 
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 Members received the Clerk’s report. After a discussion, it was: 
 
RESOLVED: The Clerk make further enquiries, as necessary. 
 

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 22.00. 
 
Approved: ....………….…......…………………….…...…........…... (Town Mayor) 
 
Meeting date………………14th December 2021……………………….(Council) 
 
Appendix 1 
 

Summary 
Feedback on Operations Manager’s Virtual Meeting regarding The Queens Green 
Canopy – Plant a Tree for the Jubilee 

Attachments 
N/A 
 

Report 
 

1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting was hosted by NNC, with several representatives from NNC hosting 
sections of the meeting. The first half of the meeting was made up of an overview 
of the Queens Green Canopy while the second half was made up of the two areas 
within Northamptonshire breaking off and going through ideas and questions with 
an NNC representative. Cllr H. Howell was in attendance and participated on behalf 
of NNC. 
 
The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree planting initiative created to 
mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which invites people from across the 
United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee”. 

Everyone from individuals to Scout and Girlguiding groups, villages, cities, 
counties, schools, and corporates will be encouraged to play their part to enhance 
our environment by planting trees during the official planting season between 
October to March. Tree planting will commence again in October 2022, through to 
the end of the Jubilee year. 

With a focus on planting sustainably, the QGC will encourage planting of trees to 
create a legacy in honour of The Queen’s leadership of the Nation, which will 
benefit future generations.  

As well as inviting the planting of new trees, The Queen’s Green Canopy will 
dedicate a network of 70 Ancient Woodlands across the United Kingdom and 
identify 70 Ancient Trees to celebrate Her Majesty’s 70 years of service. 

Villages, parishes, towns, and counties are encouraged to get involved in Planting 
a Tree for the Platinum Jubilee in celebration of The Queen’s 70 years of Service 
to the Nation. 
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2.0 
 
 
 
 

As a side note, we are also one of only two Councils in Northamptonshire to have 
registered to light Platinum Jubilee Beacons. The lighting of the beacons will be at 
9:15 p.m. on 2 June 2022 for The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
 
 
The outcome of the meeting was to encourage Councils to find areas and funding 
to plant trees for the jubilee. Whether it be the council that personally takes 
responsibility, or the council promotes and encourages local residents and groups 
to participate.  

 
Appendix 2 
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