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RAUNDS TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes: 8 January 2019 Time 7.30pm.
PRESENT:
Cllr R Levell (Chair), Cllr L Wilkes, Cllr R Tyman, Cllr H Howell, Cllr J Duff,
Cllr D Hughes, Cllr N Beck, Cllr R Beattie, Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr O Curtis,
Cllr D Jones, Cllr S Hughes.
IN ATTENDANCE
Miss Kate Houlihan, Town Clerk, Minutes
Miss Joanne Coduri, Assistant to the Clerk
ALSO PRESENT
Cllr G Greenwood-Smith, District Councillor.
Cllr P Wathen, District Councillor
Phil Grace, Raunds Community Library Trust (RCLT)
514.18

To receive apologies for absence
None received

515.18

Declarations of Interest
COUNCILLORS ARE REMINDED THAT IF THEY HAVE EITHER A
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST OR OTHER INTEREST IN ANY
ITEM THEN THEY SHOULD DECLARE THE INTEREST AND IN THE CASE
OF A PECUNIARY ITEM LEAVE THE MEETING FOR THAT ITEM

Cllr Hughes declared a personal interest in item 531.18b as a member
of the Planning Management Committee at East Northamptonshire
Council and did not vote on the item.
Cllr Howell declared a personal interest in item 531.18b as a member
of the Planning Management Committee at East Northamptonshire
Council and did not vote on the item
516.18

Notification of requests from members of the public to address
the meeting in compliance with adopted protocol
Mr Phil Grace addressed the meeting on behalf of Raunds Community
Library Trust he noted that the library was now successfully opening on
a Thursday evening and being run by the volunteers.
The Trust are considering opening the library on a Saturday morning.
Mr Grace reminded members about the consultation event taking place
on the 22nd January 2019, the public drop-in session runs from 2pm5pm with a briefing for councillors at 1pm.
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517.18

Notification of members questions in compliance with the
council’s standing orders.
None received

518.18

Minutes: to confirm the minutes of the council meeting held 11
December 2018
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 11th
December 2018 be confirmed as a true record.

519.18

Committee Report: to receive the report of the Planning Committee
held on 20 December 2018
Cllr Tyman presented the minutes (forming the report) of the Planning
Committee held on 20 December 2018 and answered members
questions thereon.
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations
duly considered.
RESOLVED that the report be approved, and the resolutions of the
Planning Committee held on 20 December 2018 be agreed.

520.18

Committee Report: To receive the report of the Finance and Policy
Committee Cllr Levell presented the minutes (forming the report) of the
Finance and Policy Committee held on 3 January 2019 and answered
members questions thereon.
The minutes were received, and the resolutions and recommendations
duly considered.
Cllr Levell asked that approval of resolutions be deferred until later in
the meeting under item 530.18
RESOLVED that the report of the Finance and Policy Committee
held on 3 January 2019 be agreed.

521.18

District Councillors Report
Cllr Wathen addressed the meeting and noted that the application for
the warehouse development at Brick Kiln Road had been refused, on
the basis of loss of amenity and the lack of smaller units.
Cllr Wathen noted that the applicant may make a further application for
the site, with the inclusion of an additional piece of land which could be
used for smaller units. The applicant had previously suggested that an
additional piece of land could be used for smaller units.
The report was noted.
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Cllr Greenwood-Smith gave his report, he gave information on
dustcarts which now have CCTV cameras fitted, are satellite tracked
and have automatic brakes.
He also explained that some number plates and taxi plates had been
stolen, this was a serious matter as impersonating a taxi could pose
serious safety concerns for passengers.
Cllr Greenwood-Smith further explained that East Northamptonshire
Council were investing in an Enterprise centre and the plan was for the
centre to be based in Raunds, subject to planning consents.
Members asked if the Enterprise Centre would take the place of the
hotel and pub that had been planned for the site, Councillor Wathen
explained that outline planning permission had been granted for a
pub/hotel development but that Roxhill had note been able to find a
taker for the site.
The report was noted
522.18

County Councillors Report
Cllr Hughes reported that the scrutiny committee were currently
reviewing the budget.
He said it was disappointing the £56,000 worth of funding for youth
groups was being cut. It was a small amount of money that groups
could use to fund the cost of hiring premises for sessions.
He noted that Cllr Heather Smith had resigned from the council and
that a bi-election would be called for the Oundle division.
The report was noted

523.18

Town Mayor’s Report

Raunds Town Council - Mayor’s Report – January 2019
December was a busy month, with many Christmas-related engagements. What
follows is a summary of my activities.
2 December

Charity bingo evening in
Wisbech *

3 December

USAF Wing
Commander’s reception
at RAF Alconbury *

I attended a bingo meeting to raise money for
the Mayor of Wisbech’s charities. Nearly 100
people attended, and he raised nearly £1000.
The reception consisted of speeches followed
by refreshments. There were many local
Mayors and Council Chairman present and the
networking opportunities were many.
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6 December

6 December

7 December

7 December

7 December

8 December

9 December

12
December

13
December

St Peter’s C. E.
Christingle Service

I attended this service in St Peter’s church,
Raunds. It was led by Revd Jon Aldwinckle.
This was the first time I had witnessed a
Christingle service.
Business drinks in the
Approximately 15 representatives from local
Town Hall *
businesses attended, along with more than half
of the Town Councillors. Finger food was
provided. I think it’s probably worth continuing
with this event, but the publicity needs
improving.
Park Infant School
For the third time in four years, Raunds Park
Summer Reading
Infant School won the reading challenge
Challenge
sponsored by NCC Library Services. I
presented two pupils with the trophy during
morning assembly. It was good to see how
enthusiastic all the pupils seemed to be about
reading.
Town Hall tenants’
This was held in the Council Chamber, and
Christmas lunch
most tenants were represented. Refreshments
were provided by Jester’s Bistro. This was a
successful occasion, as I had the opportunity
to meet all the tenants.
St Ives charity carol
This was held in a converted church and music
concert *
was provided by the band of RAF Witton. It
was a very enjoyable concert, with proceeds
going to the Mayor’s charities.
Raunds Community Choir The Mayoress and I, along with Cllrs Wilkes
Christmas Concert *
and Howell, attended this concert in the Saxon
Hall. The choir’s singing was supplemented by
a barbershop quartet and two violinists from
Manor School. There was a good turnout from
the town.
Breakfast with Santa at
Around twenty children (with adults to
Jester’s Bistro
supervise) came for breakfast to meet Santa.
He was the centre of attention, so I helped with
the restaurant service.
Raunds Civic Carol
Held in the Methodist Church, all four schools
Service *
participated, either singing carols or playing
music. In a change from recent years, the
lessons were read by children, and they read
well. The service was attended by two mayors
and a district chairman, and they retired
afterwards for refreshments at my house.
Manor School Christmas This annual event was superb. It was very
Concert
clear that the school has a strong music
department, and the musical talent on display
was impressive.
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14
December
14
December

18
December

19
December

19
December

20
December

22
December

Raunds Park Infant
School Christmas Fair

I attended this fair and did the raffle draw.
There were many parents present, and much
was raised for school funds.
Mayor of Rushden’s
This included singing by local children, who
Carol Service *
took the congregation on a tour of Christmas
traditions and carols around the world. During
the refreshments afterwards, I met the Speaker
of Bedford Council and established contact
with them.
Raunds Park Infant
This was a delightful production, with each
School nativity play
class acting out a part of the Christmas story.
The first scene, however, was about Christmas
shopping, which gave a nice contrast between
what we often associate with this time of year
and the meaning of the Christmas story.
What’s more, the play was written by one of
the teachers.
Windmill School carol
This was held outside in the playground.
concert
Luckily it was dry! Raunds Temperance Band
provided the music, and it was well supported
by parents and friends of the school.
Carols at St Peter’s for
I read one of the lessons; Revd Richard Coles
Nepal Youth Foundation * read another. The NYF was set up to help
children in Nepal following the devastating
earthquake in Nepal which killed 9,000 people
in 2015. The scope of the mission has
widened to include freeing girls from slavery,
and to date, more than 3,000 have been so
saved. The Foundation’s work continues to be
important.
Christmas wreath laying
I attended a short ceremony where wreaths
in Peterborough
were laid by the Mayor of Peterborough and
the President of the Peterborough branch of
the Royal British Legion. Raffle tickets in
support of the mayor’s charities were sold
during refreshments afterwards. Although
short, it was a poignant ceremony, reminding
us at Christmas of the ultimate sacrifice made
by fallen soldiers.
Carol Service in Sandy *
This was an innovative service, combining old
and new music with old and new technology,
including screening several Christmas skits
that drove home the Christmas message in
innovative ways.

392

22
December

Raunds Temperance
Band Christmas Concert
*

23
December
24
December

Carol Service at the
Methodist Church,
Raunds
Carol Service at St
Peter’s Church, Raunds *

25
December

Christmas greetings at
Raunds care homes *

This was held at the Football Club. The band
is very talented, and the music and carols were
excellent. It’s a pity that only fifty people were
in the audience. I think the Town Council
could assist next year with the publicity, as
more people should be able to enjoy a
fantastic event.
I read a lesson during this service. Music was
provided by members of the community.
I read a lesson during this service, as did Cllr
Howell. This candle-lit service has always
been a winner, and the church was full.
The Mayoress and I visited Darsdale,
Kingswood, Raunds Lodge and Ashfield House
on Christmas morning, wishing staff and
residents a Happy Christmas, and leaving
biscuits for them to enjoy with their afternoon
tea. We also met a number of relatives who
were visiting the residents. We spent around
half an hour in each home, so we had finished
before they tucked into their Christmas
lunches.

* Occasion where I was joined by the Mayoress, Mrs Magdalena Levell.
Cllr Levell drew members attention to Raunds Civic Carol service, this
had been very successful and an enjoyable occasion. He noted that
this year children from the local schools had read the lessons and had
done extremely well.
The Mayor then also drew members attention to the visits to care
homes he and the Mayoress had made on Christmas Day. These had
been very well received by staff and residents and he hoped that these
could be repeated in 2019.
RESOLVED to note the report
524.18

Committee Membership: To consider appointments to committees
The Clerk reported that there were several vacancies on committees,
and it would be prudent to fill these:
Cllr Howell as Chairman of the Events Committee proposed that Cllr
Oliver Curtis become a voting member of the Events Committee.
Cllr Howell as Chairman of the Events Committee proposed that Cllr
Jamie Duff become a voting member of the Events Committee.
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Cllr Howell as Chairman of the Events Committee proposed that Mrs
Anja Curtis become a non-voting member of the Events Committee.
Cllr Wilkes as Chairman of the Environment, Leisure and Recreation
Committee proposed that Cllr Dudley Hughes become a member of the
Environment, Leisure and Recreation Committee.
Cllr Tyman as Chairman of the Planning Committee proposed that Cllr
Oliver Curtis becomes a member of the Planning Committee.
RESOLVED to approve all the proposed committee memberships
525.18

Grounds Maintenance Consortium: To receive a report on the
ground’s maintenance meeting held on 17 December 2018
Cllr Tyman drew members attention to the minutes of the Grounds
Maintenance Meeting as shown in appendix 1.
In particular he noted that the reduced number of cuts, due to the dry
weather, during the summer may lead to a reduction in the overall
contract price for 2018/19. ENC will investigate and advise.
RESOLVED to note the report.

526.18

Larger Council Partnership Meeting: To receive a report on the
Larger Council Partnership meeting - Local Government Reform in
Northamptonshire held on 22nd November 2018.
Cllr Wilkes drew members attention to the presentation from the Larger
Council Partnerships meeting as shown in Appendix 2.
Cllr Wilkes advised that the Town Council is well placed both financially
and technically (in terms of knowledge and skills) in order to deal with
the challenges that the new unitary authority may place on the Town.
Cllr Howell is Chairman of the transformation committee at East
Northamptonshire Council and updated members on the current
planned timetable for the implementation of a unitary authority.
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2019
January
February
April

Draft legislation finalised
Draft legislation presented to House of Commons and House of
Lords
Legislation approved
New shadow authorities to form and begin to prepare for Unitary

April –
March

Integrate services within new unitary areas

November
– January

Budget preparation

2020
February

Budget setting

April

New unitary authorities come into being

May

Elections
All councillors from the existing local authorities, including NCC
Members with divisions in North Northamptonshire, will automatically
become Members of the Shadow North Northamptonshire Council.
They will vote on key issues such as the budget and the level of
Council Tax prior to the election of councillors to the new authority in
May 2020.
It may be late summer before the first meeting of the shadow authority
takes place. The shadow authority will need to appoint a cabinet to
oversee decisions such as the appoint of the new Chief Executive.
RESOLVED to note the report

527.18

Community Speedwatch: To note that Raunds has been selected to
take part in the scheme during 2019 and to note the dates for 2019
A call for volunteers will be made and the scheme advertised through
the council website, digital noticeboards and print media.
Cllr Beck asked if the public can suggest locations for speedwatch to
take place. The Clerk advised that the public are welcome to make
suggestions, and these can be followed up, but the police have final
approval of the locations to be used, based on safety and visibility.
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Current approved location are:
• Stanwick Road (nr Francis Terrace)
• Junction of Midland Road/ Butts Road
• Corner of Brook Street / Grove Street
• London Road
• Chelveston Road
RESOLVED to note the information
528.18

Raunds Library: To receive a verbal update from the Clerk regarding
Raunds Library
The Clerk advised that there was little to report. A meeting had been
held with East Northamptonshire Council to discuss the libraries.
ENC would be keen to co-locate services where possible and will also
give advice and support to councils looking to purchase library
buildings.
RESOLVED to note the information

529.18

Accounts for Payment
Members reviewed the payment lists as shown below and the Clerk
answered members questions thereon.
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It was….
RESOLVED to note the payment lists
530.18

Budget 2019/2020

531.18

Budget 2019/2020
a.

To approve the funding of Capital Projects

Cllr Levell reminded members that in December 2018, the Finance and
Policy committee had resolved that the Clerk and the Chairman of the
Finance Committee be asked to review the Council’s existing reserves
and make a proposal at an additional Finance Policy Committee
meeting to be held on 3rd January 2019 as to how the projects could be
funded.
The Finance and Policy Committee had therefore met on January 3rd to
consider how the capital projects could be funded.
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The Chairman drew members attention to the Master Summary Budget
as shown in appendix 3. The budget showed a proposal to undertake
projects with a capital cost of £74,500 during 2019/20.
These projects are shown in the table below:
Table 1
Total Capital Projects

2019/2020 (£)

Film Project

7,000

Stage

7,000

Sports Wall

6,000

Skate Park

5,000

Steps church

25,000

Economic regeneration

7,500

Storage

5,000

Environmental Project

12,000
£74,500

The Master Summary Budget showed that if the Town Council’s share of
council tax was to be maintained at the same level as 2018/2019, then
£51,114 would need to be allocated from other reserves and funds for all
the projects proposed in the 2019/20 budget to be funded.
The Finance and Policy Committee proposed that the projects be funded
from the following reserves:
Table 2: Funding of capital projects
Project

Reserve

Amount

Film Project

Saxon Hall Reserve

7,000.00

Stage

Saxon Hall Reserve

7,000.00

Sports Wall

Open Spaces Reserve

6,000.00

Skate Park
St Peter’s Church
Steps and lighting

Youth Services Reserves/Underspend

5,000.00

Devolved Services 2019/20

25,000.00
50,000.00
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Members then debated the proposal.
During the debate the following points were raised:
•

The Town Council had a statutory obligation to maintain the lighting
and paths at St Peter’s Church.

•

Cllr Beck objected to the use of devolved services budgets for
repair to St Peters Church steps and paths.

•

Match funding for the Film Project and Staging at Saxon Hall had
been gained from the Community facilities fund.

•

Other sources of funding had been considered to fund
improvements at St Peter’s Church however this would impact on
the council tax level for the Town.

Following discussion, it was proposed and seconded that the Capital
Projects be funded from the councils reserves and budgets as shown in
table 2 above.
Cllr Beck asked for a recorded vote:
Cllr R Levell Cllr L Wilkes, Cllr R Tyman, Cllr H Howell, Cllr J Duff, Cllr
D Hughes, Cllr R Beattie, Cllr B Tirebuck, Cllr O Curtis, Cllr D Jones,
Cllr S Hughes voted in favour of the proposal.
Cllr Beck voted against the proposal
RESOLVED that all the proposed capital projects be funded from
the Town Council’s reserves and budgets as shown in table 2
b. To approve the precept (council tax) request for 2019/20
Members then considered the precept (council tax) request for
2019/20, Cllr Levell again drew members attention to the Master
Summary Budget as shown in appendix 3.
Following discussion, it was…
RESOLVED that the precept be set at £469,069 as supported by
the summary budget as shown in appendix 3.

532.18

Planning Matters
Planning permissions refused
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a) 17/00266/FUL | Proposed Distribution Centre (B8 Use Class)
together with ancillary offices, parking, servicing and site
landscaping. |West End Land North Of Brick Kiln Road Raunds
Northamptonshire:

Members noted that the application had been refused on the basis
of the adverse effect on amenity and the lack of inclusion of small
units within the plan (see appendix 4)
The refusal had been welcomed by residents at Border Park and
the community.
Members were mindful of comments made by Cllr Wathen and
would consider any further application if received.
RESOLVED to note the report
Planning applications received for consideration, if any
b) 18/02378/REM | Reserved matters pursuant to 17/02442/OUT Erection of three residential dwellings | Antona Stanwick Road
Raunds Wellingborough Northamptonshire NN9 6DG

RESOLVED that Raunds Town Council do not object to the
application but ask that ENC’s Tree and Landscape Officer
reviews the application to consider any impacts on trees in the
locality that have TPO’s placed on them.
The Town Council also ask that the conditions imposed on the
development at the outline stage remain in place.
The Town Council ask that the comments and proposed
conditions set out by Northamptonshire Highways are
complied with.

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 21:20
Approved: ....………….…......……….……………...………. ….. (Town Mayor)
Meeting date: .…........................12 February 2019................……. (Council)
Appendix 1: Grounds Maintenance Minutes
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Appendix 2 – Larger Council Partnership
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Appendix 3 – Master Summary Budget 2019-20
Cost Centre
Open Spaces
Expenditure

Budget
2017/18

Budget
2018/2019

Budget
2019/2020

92550

89764

94289

2360

2000

3056

9826
8000

14453
9000

15175
9000

Expenditure
Income

663
3000

676
3060

865
1500

Car Parks
Expenditure

500

510

510

1450

1479

1550

12923

13181

13841

Income
Cemeteries and
Churchyards
Expenditure
Income
Market

Public Lighting
Expenditure
Public
convenience
Expenditure
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Community Work
Expenditure

10000

9100

11000

2500

0

0

155812

129163

137230

13360

14060

13556

PERSONNEL
EXPENDITURE

109500

119067

123235

FINANCE
EXPENDITURE
INCOME

1450
1500

2500
1500

2575
1500

SAXON HALL
EXPENDITURE
INCOME

81698
45000

66708
30000

68709
35000

43000
500

35354
515

38512
515

Vandalism
Expenditure
TOTAL ELR
EXPENDITURE
TOTAL ELR
INCOME

POLICY AND
RESOURCES
EXPENDITURE
INCOME
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THE HALL
EXPENDITURE
INCOME

25102
27000

25855
25660

31529
26430

EVENTS
EXPENDITURE
INCOME

25400
4000

31000
4000

38925
0

RUNNING THE
COUNCIL

441962

409647

440714

TOTAL INCOME
NET EXPENDITURE

91360
350602

75735
333912

77001
363713

Library services

40000

40000

RTC Projects

27000

74500

Devolved Services

42000

42000

Total Expenditure

442912

520213

Effect of increase
in CTB
Transfer to/from
Reserves
Precept

26500

There has been an increase in the council tax base for 2019/20 which gives RTC an additional £26,500
per annum without increasing the council tax paid by residents

0

51144

Net required to blance budget

442912

469069
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Appendix 4 – Distribution Centre
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