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Internal audit is the periodic independent review of a council’s internal controls resulting in an 
assurance report designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the activities and operating 
procedures under the council’s control.  Managing the council’s internal controls should be a  
day-to-day function of the staff and management and not left for internal audit.  This report is based 
on the evidence examined and made available to us.  It would be incorrect to view internal audit as 
the detailed inspection of every record and transaction of the Council in order to detect error or fraud.  
Consequently the report is limited to those matters set out below. 
 

The council is required to take appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal 
and external audit and to respond to matters brought to its attention by internal and external 
audit. Failure to take appropriate action may lead to a qualified audit opinion. 
 

To the Chairman of the Council: 
 

I carried out an in-year audit of the Council on 19 February.  I met with Kate Houlihan,  

Clerk to the Council and would take this opportunity to thank Kate and her staff for their time 

and assistance.   

Last year’s full audit resulted in no audit issues being identified by the External Auditor  

(PKF Littlejohn); I noted just one issue ie the need to review and if necessary update the 

council’s Financial Regulations, to take account of legislative and other changes set out in 

the NALC 2019 model template.  I noted this item is still work-in-progress with the 

expectation it will be completed by the 31 March year end. 

The Council retains the Quality Gold Award Standard under the Local Council Award 

Scheme and there is clear evidence of robust and effective systems of internal control in 

place.  These arrangements will be formally reviewed when I complete the Annual Internal 

Audit Report, part of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) on 28 April.  

There are no limitations on the scope of Internal Audit’s activities and so the in-year audit, 

part of the year-round assurance review offers the opportunity to visit and examine issues 

that lie beyond the core systems of internal controls.  At this visit, I discussed with Kate the 

use made by elected members of dispensations, members’ disclosure of pecuniary interests 

and procedures for making payments, specifically a deposit paid to a 3rd parties for a future 

event and the use made by the council and the periodic review of direct debits.  I am pleased 

to report that I was satisfied in all respects. 

 

 

John Marshall     

Internal Auditor to the Council 

07505 139832 

wjm.marshall1@gmail.com 


