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LAND TO THE WEST OF
RUSHDEN LAKES

IMAGE OF RUSHDEN LAKES
SHOPPING CENTRE

Connecting communities,
businesses and nature
WELCOME
This newsletter will update you on The Crown Estate’s plans
for the Land to the West of Rushden Lakes. This project
represents an opportunity to enhance what is already a
truly special place. It would do so by delivering new homes
to meet local requirements, flexible employment space, and
create a sustainable development which safeguards the
surrounding natural environment for future generations.

WHAT IS LAND TO THE WEST?
Land to the West of Rushden Lakes is a 23.4-hectare site
owned by The Crown Estate, adjacent to the A45 and
bordered by Ditchford Road, Ditchford Nature Reserve and
Rushden Lakes.

PART OF A BIGGER PICTURE - THE
‘LOCAL PLAN’
East Northamptonshire Council are currently preparing

East Northamptonshire Council will now undertake a

their Local Plan which will guide development within the

6 week consultation on this additional Local Plan Site

district. Within the Local Plan a range of sites are allocated

Allocation. The consultation will take place between

to deliver the district’s development requirements.

February and March 2020.

In December 2019, the Council resolved that Land to the

The Crown Estate will hold a separate consultation later

West of Rushden Lakes be draft allocated for development,

in the year about the Land to the West site and what

to provide new homes, a range of economic uses and green

development could look like on the site.

infrastructure. This was to help ensure that the Local Plan
continued to meet future housing requirements, up to 2031.
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WHAT YOU’VE TOLD US
SO FAR
We started our conversations with the local community
at a public exhibition in October 2019. Over 300 people
attended and shared their thoughts and ideas for the site.

People want different types of spaces and
community facilities where they can spend time

In response to our ongoing engagement and to help give
the community something to respond to and frame ideas
for the future of the site, we have four ‘vision themes’ that
underpin our vision for Land to the West . These include:
People love the nature reserve and would like more
Create a sense of BELONGING

routes to connect them to it and other nearby
nature areas

Improve WELLBEING and connecting to NATURE
Help the area to boost PRODUCTIVITY
Improve CONNECTIVITY within and around the site

OVERVIEW OF FEEDBACK
After analysing the feedback from these initial discussions,
our design team are now working up a masterplan which

People want to see job opportunities for young
people, workspaces that are flexible to encourage
different types of working, as well as jobs that
reflect the area’s manufacturing heritage

will show what could go on the site. Here are some of the
things we heard that we’re using to inform the early designs:

Many people want a place that is open and easy to
access with different types of homes for older and
younger people

Many people are keen that any development
protects and enhances the natural environment

Later in the year, we will be
showing you how the designs have
developed using your feedback. We
will be asking for your feedback and
input again, so stay tuned!
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WE WANT YOU TO HELP
US SHAPE OUR PLANS
Land to the West will be a
place designed with and for the
community
We want your ideas and feedback to help to shape our
plans.

We’ve started thinking about how the
place could look and feel...
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GET INVOLVED!
Tell us your thoughts

Keep informed

Whenever you see something you like, or don’t, we

Visit our website to sign up to receive future

want you to tell us. Our team of planners, architects

newsletters that will update you on the project as

and landscape designers will use your feedback

it progresses. You can also check our website for

as we develop our designs. There will be a number

upcoming events where we’ll be sharing updated

of opportunities to get involved at events, but you

information.

can also just call or email us at any time using the
details on the reverse.

www.rushdenlakeslandtothewest.co.uk

Rushden
Lakes
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WHAT’S COMING NEXT?
The timeline below shows what’s
happening next for the Local Plan
and the Land to the West site.

ILLUSTRATIVE SKETCH OF LAND TO THE WEST

TIMELINE

EARLY 2020
The Crown Estate is incorporating community
feedback into the developing Masterplan

FEB-MARCH 2020
East Northamptonshire Council’s consultation on the
proposed Land to the West Site Allocation

SPRING / SUMMER 2020
The Crown Estate will continue engagement
on the Masterplan

SUMMER 2020
East Northamptonshire Council will submit the
Local Plan to Secretary of State for inspection

CONTACT US
Our team are on hand to answer any project related

ANTICIPATED AUTUMN 2020

questions you may have, and listen to your ideas and
feedback. If you’d like to speak to a team member, please

East Northamptonshire Council’s Local Plan
Examination in Public

contact us using the details below:
info@rushdenlakeslandtothewest.co.uk
020 7554 1818
If you’d like to find out more about the project as it

ANTICIPATED 2021
East Northamptonshire Council Local Plan
adopted

progresses, or would like to share your feedback online
please visit our website at:
www.rushdenlakeslandtothewest.co.uk

